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tion, but lay dormant to wait the 
Iſſue, and Succefs of that; which I 
find, has been approved and thought 
uſeful by many reſpectable Perſons « 8 


I am 3 encouraged to make 
this public, to carry on, and com- 


plete my Intention in both. The for- 
mer was deſigned to. ſow the Seeds, 


and to inſti] into the Minds of che . 

riling Generation, the firſt Principles 
of our holy Religion, This, to ſhew 7 
them in a Hort ( op als, the Certainty | 
=— thoſe Things 94 they have been in- 
Aructed. That was to lay the Founda- 
tion of, this to build them up in, a 
right F aith, and Method of virtuous 
| Living g; and to * , Arengiben, 
ettle 14 


. 1 8 little Trat was ; written 
ſoon after the former Introduc- | 
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ſettle them in every good mord and vori ; 
that whatſoever Things are pure; what- 
Joever Things are true; whatſoever Things 
are juſt; whatſoever 7 hings ate honourable, 
ki + 65.4% and of good Report, they 
may think on, and follow after theſe 
Things. The former Volume has been 
received into public Schools, and 
taught memoriter ; perhaps it might 
be a farther Improvement to young 
Students, if they were to tranſlate 
ſome Portion of this for a 8 aturday 
Night F 
I only add; May our 2 grow up 
ke the young Plants, and our Daughters 
be like the poliſhed Corners of the Temple, 
all kept clear from noxious Weeds, 
and venomous Creatures; all flouriſh- 
ing and aſpiring upwards ; all ſhining, 
holy, and devoted to their Maker s 
Service. 


' May they, like our bleſſed Saviour, 


when he was young, increaſe in Ni. 
dom, as in Stature, and i in Favour noith 
Go _ "Man... Z N oz LE EOS IE, \ 310 ä 
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On proving an RELIGION. 


rn E Goſpel of Jesus CHRIST, next 

K 2 to the divine Author and Finiſher of 
=” T it, is doubtleſs the greateſt Bleſſing 
| * that ever was vouchſafed to Mankind. 
KK And ſuch is its real Worth and Ex- 
cellency that it will ſtand the Feſt of the ſevereſt 
Scrutiny, and like Gold, the beſt of Metals, the 
more it is tried, the finer and purer will it appear. 


Well therefore might St Paul, among other Pre- 
cepts, recommend it to his Heareis to prove and 


examine their Religion ; which he had Reaſon to 


hope, would beget in others the ſame Value and 
Eſteem of it which he himſelf had; who not only 
declared, but ſhewed in Fact, that he counted all 
T hings but Loſs for the Excellency of the Knowledge 

of Grit Fl his Lord, And N he was aMan 


of 
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of Learning and Education, as well as an inſpired 
Apoſtle, his Judgment is to be the more regarded, 
and his Advice ſhould have the greater Weight and 

Influence upon us. But the Misfortune is, there 
are too many, who take their Religion barely upon 


fathers were ſo, or becauſe it is the general Per- 
ſuaſion of the Country where they are bred and 
born: which Careleſsneſs and l muſt oe- 
caſion unavoidable Indiffereney and Lukewarmneſs 
in their Profeſſion. A Form and Outſide, deſti- 
tute of the Power and Spirit of Godlineſs. And 
they afford juſt matter of Shame to themſelves, and 
Triumph to the Enemies of Chriſt, who can give 
no good Account of their Faith; why they are 
Chriſtians, rather than Jews, Turks, or Infidels. 
To be well informed of the Grounds and Reaſons 
upon which we believe, and to furniſh ourſelves. 
with thoſe Arguments that are the Supports and 
Pillars of the Truth, is a Duty abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, and of infinite Advantage to preſerve us from 


ſtedfaſt againſt Errors, and Seducers of every Kind. 
It will be no leſs for our own Credit and Reputa- 
tion, than for the Honour of our Religion, 10 be 
reach, as St Peter adviſes, to give an Anſqwer to every 
Man, who aſketh us a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 

. And as the Doctrine itſelf, ſo the Arguments 
that are uſed to ſupport and defend the Faith of 
the Goſpel, are level and eaſy to every Capacity: 
They are ſuch as the young Scholar in his Study; 
the young Lady in her Cloſet, or the Apprentice 

in the Shop, may read, mark, learn, and inward- 


* ly digeſt. 
8 _ PART 


%. 


Truſt; and are Chiſtians, only becauſe their Fore- 


falling into Sin and Temptation, and to keep us 


. 
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External Proofs of the Truth and 
Divine Original of the GoseEr. 


= <1 RG MENT 5 ip : 
The Books of the New Teſtament were written by the 
| Perſons whoſe Names they bear, and are now the 

very. ſame in Subſtance, as when they wrote them. . ' 


: T HIS appears from the conſtant Tradition 

that has gone in all Ages of the World about 
the Authors of theſe Writings: And the Subject- 
matter of them is of ſuch a Nature that all Man- 
kind were particularly concerned to examine them 
well, and to detect any Fraud or Forgery, if any 
had been in them : But yet they have always paſſed 
under the Names they bear, from the firſt publiſh- 
ing to this very Day, and we have undoubted Au- 
thorities in a continued Sueceſſion, to vduch for 
them. And that the Scriptures written by theſe 
Authors have been faithfully tranſmitted down to 
us, we have the utmoſt Aſſurance that is poſſible: 
They have been always read in the- Chriſtian Aſ- 
ſemblies one Day in ſeven, and oftener. Through _ 
the ſeveral Corruptions, Sects, and Diviſions that 
have been amongſt Chriſtians, they have yet all 
maintained one and the ſame Goſpel : And if all 
the Copies, both ancient and modern, be compar- 
ed together; if all the Ecclefiaſtical Writers from 
the Beginning to this Time,, who have either com. 
mented upon them, or quoted them in Proof of 
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any Doctrine, were ſearched into, it would ap- 


pear by all theſe ways of Trial, that our Scriptures 
are the ſame in Subſtance at this Day as they were 
at firſt, without any material Difference. As ta 
verbal Differences, they muſt be expected in all 
ancient Books that have been often tranſcribed : 


If ſome Paſſages are wanting in ſome Copies, they 


are found in others; the ſame Thing is taught 
and cleared up elfewhere; but in every Thing 
of Moment, that concerns the Doctrines or Pre- 
cepts of CHRIST and his Apoſtles, or the Proof 
they gave of their divine Miſſion, theſe Scriptures 


every where agree; and farther Agreement than 
this cannot ſurely, be deſired. "E144 


—YARGUMENT II. 
The Writers of the New Teftament were Men of Cre- 


dit and Integrity, whoſe Teſtimony may juſtly be 


- depended upon in the Matters they relate. 


HEY were from the Beginning Eye-witneſfſes 

of what they atteſt, or at leaſt lived in our 
SAVIOUR's Time, and had an intimate Acquain- 
tance with his Attendants and Followers: And 
the greater Part of them were unlearned and igns-. 


ram Men, who are molt likely to tell the Truth, 
and not at all fit to carry on any Impoſture. In 


their Writings there appear all the Marks of Sin- 


cerity that can be deſired: Their Style is plain | 


and unaffected, without Art or Ornament. They 
diſſemble not the Failings of their chief Apoſtles, 
nay, they ſpare not even themſelves. And that 
they were ſincere, honeſt Men, who without Ar- 


tiſice or Deſign truly declared What they knew, 


appears 


1 


| appears farther, becauſe they could have no world- 
ly Intereſt to ſerve, no Proſpect of gaining any 
Advantage by their Teſtimony; but on the con- 


trary, expoſed themſelves to the Hatred and Diſ- 


pleaſure of the World, chearfully ſuffered the great- 
eſt Hardſhips and Perſecution, for the Sake of that 
Doctrine they taught, and at length, ſealed the 
Truth of it with their own Blood. Now it cannot 
be imagined they would have been fuch ſhallow 
Impoſtors as this comes to, to have undergone fo 
- many Sufferings, and even Death itſelf, 'in De- 

fence of this Religion, had they in the leaſt ſuſpect- 
ed it to be falſe. For either theſe Men did be- 
lieve a future State, or they did not: If they had 
not believed there was another Life, we may be 
ſure they would not ſo readily have parted with 
this; and if they did believe, as they profeſſed, 
that there was another World after this, and a 
Juſt and holy God to reward and puniſh therein, 
they durſt not have publiſhed any Thing falſe to 
Mankind, much leſs defend and vindicate it under 
the Rack of the ſharpeſt Tortures, to their laſt 
and dying Breath. This may fully convince us 
that the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel were firmly 
aſſured of the Truth of thoſe Things they declared 


to the World concerning their Lord and Maſter, 


tions they conſtantly 


Jesus CHRITSTH. Beſides there were extant at that 
very Time an whole Series of Prophecies, delivered 
_ down ſucceſſively from Age to Age for above three 
| thouſand Years before, all viſibly accompliſhed 
in that IESsus whom they preached, and proving 
Him to be the very CHRIST. To theſe Predic- 
appeal, in which were fore- 
told ſuch Things as inflnie Knowledge only could 
foreſee; | 3 
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3 1 As GU ME * 1 

De Miracles wrought by our bleſſed SAVIOUR are # 
landing Proof of his divine Authority, and of the 
Truth of his Religion. e 


FOR as he ſpake ſuch Words as Man before 

> never ſpake, ſo he performed ſuch Works as 
no Man could except God was with him. He cauſ- 
ed the Deaf to hear, the Dumb to ſpeak, the 
Lame to walk, and gave Sight to one that was 
born blind: either uſing no Means at all, or ſuch 
as were next to none; at leaſt, which could no 
ways effect the Work that was wrought without 
ſome extraordinary almighty Power. Generally, 
by a word ſpeaking, he caſt Devils out of the poſ- 
ſeſt, and cured the Sick of the moſt inveterate Diſ- 
tempers. „ VVV 
With five Loaves and two or three Fiſhes, ge 
fatisfied the Hunger of many Thouſands; and 
more than once he raiſed to Life Perſons known 
to be dead; as the Widow's Son, who was carry- 
ing out to his Burial, and Lazarus, who had lain 
| fo long in the Grave as to be thought corrupted. 


And there is one Miracle, which though not done 


immediately by CHr1sT himſelf, yet was wrought 
by the Finger of God, to teſtify his divine Miflion 
at a Time when he was in the loweſt State of his 
Humiliation, ſuffering on the Croſs; and that was 
an Eclipſe of the Sun for three Hours together, 
contrary to the common Courſe of Nature, when 
the Moon was at the full; the unnatural Darkneſs 
being attended with a prodigious Earthquake, 
rending the Vail of the Temple, and the like. 
And next to this, was that mighty wonderful 
$ ö | 5 : work SLY 
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work of the bleſſed Jzsvus, in raiſing up himſelf 
from the Dead, the third Day after he was cru- 
cified, and within a ſhort Time aſcending into 
Heaven in the Sight of above an hundred Specta- 
tors. = 
And to ſhew ſtill farther how much He was en- 
dued with the divine Power of God, the fame JE- 
SUs who himſelf wrought ſo many Miracles upon 
Earth, after he was gone into Heaven conveyed 
the like Power to his Diſciples and Followers: 
They alſo caſt out Devils, healed the Sick, and 
reſtored the Dead to Life again: And can we 
ſuppoſe that Gop would have born Witneſs to 
CHRIST and his Diſciples with ſuch Signs and 
Wonders, if they had not taught what was accord- 
ing to his own Will? 1 EE 
And it is worth our Notice, that theſe Miracles 
were not wrought barely to ſhew their Power and 
Authority, but were generally of the greateſt Be- 
nefit both to the Souls and Bodies of Men. " 
They were wrought to leſſen or remove the 
Miſeries of the Afflicted, and at the ſame Time 
were accompanied with ſeaſonable Advice to raiſe 
in them pious Reſolutions, and to make them 
| ſhew their Gratitude towards Gop by their Obe- 
dience to his Will. Theſe Miracles were likewiſe 
wrought to eſtabliſh a Religion which ſhould re- 
ſtore what Vice had corrupted, and Ignorance had 
darkened; which 'ſhould regulate the Paſſions, 


and purify the Hearts of Men; which ſhould _ 


teach divine Doctrines and Truths; all tending. 
to improve the Underſtanding, to raiſe the Hopes, 
reform the Lives, and promote the Happineſs of 
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An duns NT III. Continue. 


LET us ſuppoſe, ſays the great Mr Addiſon, 
© that a learned Heathen Writer, who lived with- 
in ſixty Years of our SAv10U K's Crucifixion, 
« after having ſhewn that falſe Miracles were 
generally wrought in Obſcurity, and before 
few or no Witneſſes, ſpeaking of thoſe that 
c 
o 


were wrought by our Saviour, has the follow- 


ing Paſſage. But his Works were always 
6 En. becauſe they were always true; they were 


„ ſeen dy thoſe who were healed, and by thoſe 
„ who were raiſed from the Dead. Nay they 
„were ſeen not 1 all the while our Saviour 


* was upon Earth, but ſurvived after his Depar- 


„ ture out of this World; nay ſome of them were 


Pha 


living in our Day I dare fay you would 
look upon this as a glorious Atteſtation for the 


Cauſe of Chriſtianity had it come from the Hand 


* 


of a famous Athenian Philoſopher. Theſe fore- 

mentioned Words however are actually the. 
Words of one who lived: about ſixty Years after 

our SAvIOUR's Crucifixion, and was E famous 

Philoſopher at Athens. 

But it will be ſaid, he was a Convert to Chri- | 
tianity. Now confider this Matter impartially, 

and ſee if his Teſtimony is not much more va- 
lid for that Reaſon. Had he continued a Pagan 


© Philoſopher,” would not the World have faid 


that he was not ſincere in what he writ, or did 
not believe it; for if fo, would not they have 
told us he would have embraced Chriſtianity ? 
This was indeed the Caſe of this excellent Man; 
he had fo thoroughly examined the Truth of | 
our SaviouR's Hiftory, and the Excellency of 

that Religion which he taught, and was ſo en- 
| | tirely 
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7 tirely convinced of both, that he became W 
ſelyte, and died a Martyr. C 
Ariſtidis was an Athenian Philosophen, at 
c the ſame Time, famed for his Learning and Wiſ- 
dom, but converted to Chriſtianity. As it can- 
© not be queſtioned that he peruſed and approved 
© the Apology of Quadratus, in which is the Paſ- 
< ſage juſt now cited, he joined with him in an 
* Apology of his own, to the ſame. Emperor on the 
© ſame Subject. This Apology, though now loſt, 
was extant in the Time of Ads Viennenſu, A. D. 
125 * ; and highly eſteemed by the moſt ACT 
thenians, as that Author witnefles.* 
Farther, becauſe it was a Cuſtom in ancient 
Times for the Governors of Provinces to commu- 
nicate to the Roman Emperors every ſtrange and 
uncommon Accident which happened under their 
Government; Pontius Pilate ſent to acquaint his 
Lord Tiberius Cægʒar with the Reſurrection of Ixsus 
CHrIsT, which was then the common Diſcourſe 
of all Paleſtine, giving him an Account alſo, 
4 That he had heard of many other Miracles of 
& his, and how that rifing again after he had been 
dead, he was now by mary believed to ve a 
Gees 
Tiberius having recieved fo dente an Ac- 
count, though plunged in all Lewdneſs and Wick- 


i edneſs, referred this Matter to the Senate, and 


that CHRIS r might be taken into the 


Number of the Gods, and made it puniſhable to 


accuſe any Man for being a Chriſtian, during his 
Reign. And this Information of Pontius Pilate 
was entred upon Record at Rame, to which 7. 


tin Martyr appeals in his Apology to the Emperor 
VERO Pius and the Senate; and Tertullian alſo 


"I . " 
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in his Apology, which was likewiſe preſented to 
the Senate of Rome, at leaſt to the Governors of -Y 
the Provinces. They both lived in the next Age, 4 
and were both educated in a different Religion, 
and upon theſe and ſuch like Proofs became Chriſ- 
tians. Theſe were Men of excellent Learning 
and Judgment, who would not have had ſo muc 
Confidence, and ſo little Underſtanding, as to ap- 
. peal to that Account which Pilate ſent to Tiberius, 
if no ſuch Account had ever been ſent, or none 
had been then extant to be produced, But by 
the ſpecial Providence of Gop, this was inſerted 
into the publick Records of Rome, and was to be 
ſeen there for a long Time after, 4 


ARGUMENT IV. — 
There is anotber Sort of Miracles belonging io JEsus 
CHRiIsT, of which we even of this Time have 
ſenſible Evidence; I mean his diuine Foreknowledge. 
H E foretold the entire Fall and Abolition of the 
. Temple-worſhip, in his Conference with the 
Woman of Samaria. St John iv. 21. Believe me, 
. ſays he, the Hour cometh, when ye ſhall neither in 
thi} Mountain, nor yet at Feruſalem, worſhip the Ta- 
ther. He likewiſe propheſied of the utter and final 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem in thefe memorable 
Words addreſſed to the City, with weeping over 
it. If thou hadf! known, even thou, at leaſt in this 
thy Day, the Things which belong to thy Peace; but 
now they are hid from thine Eyes : For the Days ſhall 
come upon thee, that thine Enemies ſhall caft a Trench 
about thee, and compaſs thee around, and keep thee 

in on every Side, and fhall lay thee even with the 
2 e Ground, 


— 
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Eround, and thy Children within thee, and they ſhall 
not leave in thee one Stone upon another, becauſe thou 
tnoweſt not the Time of thy Viſitation, St Luke, ch. 
xix. v. 42, 43, 44. Two other Evangeliſts in- 
form us, that Jeſus went out and departed from the 
Temple, and his Diſciples came for to ſhew him the 
Buildings of the Temple; And Feſus ſaid unto them, 
Ses ye not all theſe Things? Verihy I ſay unto you, © 
there ſhall not be left here one Stone upon another that 
ſhall not be 'thrown down. And when the Diſciples 
privately aſked him, when theſe Things ſhould be? 
Hie anſwered, when ye fhall ſee the Abomination of 
Deſolation, ſpoken of by Daniel the Prophet, fland- 
ing in the Holy Place; i. e. when ye ſhall fee the 
Roman Armies, conſiſting of Idolatrous Soldiers 
with abominable Images of their Idols painted on 
their Standards, encamped about Feru/alem, the 
Holy City, cauſing. Deſolation and Ruin where- 
ever they come; then there was to be an End of 
the City and Sanctuary, and the Sacrifices and 
Oblations were to ceaſe, and be no more. This 
Prophecy was uttered near forty Years before that 
tragical Deſolation happened ; when as yet there 
was no viſible Approach or Appearance of it; and 
the very Books, in which it is related, were writ- 
ten and publiſhed ſeveral Years before the Romans 
| beſieged ia wang But fo punQually was it ful- 
filled in the Event, that, r the Jew (who 


lived an Eye-witneſs to the diſmal Scene) informs 


us, the- whole City and Temple, with all its mag- 
nificent Structures, were razed to the Ground, 
excepting a few Towers in the Fortifications, 
left as Monuments of its former Strength, and 
of the Roman Power; at the ſame Time that 
all within was fo utterly defaced and 2 

„„ | that 
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that not one Stone was left upon another, nor an 
Traces remaining of a former City exiſting in the 
Place, Their brave and pious Enemy the Roman 
General Titus, laboured to ſave 4 with as 
much Solicitude as if his own Intereſt had been 
concerned in their Preſervation; he was particular- 
ly careful to preſerve that Wonder of the World, 
the glorious Temple, and gave out his Commands 
accordingly. Notwithſtanding which a common 
Soldier, as if it were by a divine Impulſe,” (they 
are Joſepbus s own Words) being lifted up by an- 
other Soldier, hurled a Firebrand into one of the 


Windows, which conſumed to Aſhes the moſt beau-. 
tiful and magnificent Structure in the Univerſe. 


The Obſervation of Euſebius deſerves a Place here; 
4 Whoſoever, ſays he, ſhall compare the Words 
of CnRIST with the Hiſtory that Joſephus has 
« written- of the War, cannot but admire the 
„ Wiſdom of Gop. and acknowledge his Predic- 
c tion to be divine.” For as the Jewiſh Nation 
was at that Time in a very flouriſhing State, the 
Event here foretold, was altogether improbable. 
Beſides, the Cireumſtanves of the Deſtruction 
were very numerous, as mentioned in the Pro- 
phecy, and ſurpriſingly particular; the Language 
alſo in which the whole is conceived, is without 
the leaſt Ambiguity. It is therefore a N 
of ſuch a Nature as could not poſſibly be for 

by an Impoſtor, but muſt come from a Perſon ſent 

and commiſſioned by Gop himſelf ; whoſe ſole 

Prerogative it is to behold the Things that are, N 
and are to be, in Heaven and in Earth, 

In the Manner we have ſeen, were our 8 Aa- 
viour's Words fulfilled, one million, one hun- 
* thouſand Perſons, : as the — Hiſtorian 

| 5 farther 


— 


te ror Rerorow” m# 
farther informs ys, periſhed in that famous Siege: 
| beſides, almoſt one hundred thouſand more that 
were made Slaves; a Thing not to be paralleled 


in any other Hiſtory. Thus was that miſerable 


People conſumed, after they had*fillee up the Mea 
e of their Iniquities by crucifying the Lo x D of 
ife, who, according to the Seriptures, roſe from 
tbe Dead, and afterwards came to viſit them in 
the dreadful Manner above deſcribed, to the ut- 
ter Ruin and Exciſion of their State and Nation; 
for although Jews are ſtill in being, yet they are 
no Nation; and this is another Evidence of what 
we are proving. 33 e 
ARGUMENT IV. Continued. . 

The aſtoniſhing Diſperſion of the Jews in all 
Nations to this Day, is at once a Completion of 
Prophecies, and a viſible Infliction of the Curſe 
which their Forefathers entailed upon them by 


that fatal Sentence, his. Blood be on us and o 


Children: Such a Diſperſion is altogether unac- 
countable upon any other Principle; fince they 
are a People very numerous and immenſely neg. 
They never could ſettle as a political Body in any 
Part of the World, but are mixed with, yet plain- 
ly diſtinguiſhed from all other Nations, and ſcat- 
tered over the Face of the whole Earth, wander- 

ing about as it were with a Mark ſet upon them; 
a Thing of which there neither is, nor ever was 
any other Inſtance in the World. The apoſtate 
Emperor Julian, out of Spight to Chriſtianity, and 
hoping to diſprove the fulfilling of our Saviour's 
| Predictions, attempted to re-eftablith the Jews, 
and in order to it, to rebuild the Temple at Je- 
ruſalem; But he found himſelf diſappointed = 
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his Aim by Earthquakes and Balls of Fire burſting 
out of the Foundation, deftroying the Works =o 
| conſuming the Workmen. This is atteſted by 
an eminent Heathen Writer, who lived at the 
Time, of noble Extraction, a Friend and Admi- 
rer of Julian, and his Companion in Arms, Am- 
Wl mianus Marcellinus,” whoſe Account is in the fol- 
WP | /// ¼ ĩ 0•— -. ĩ 4d fe, 
D Fulian (having been already thrice Conſul) 
| s taking Salluſt, Prefect of the ſeveral Gauls, for 
sc his Collegue, entered a fourth Time on this 
« high Magiſtracy. It ſeemed ſtrange to ſee 
« a private Man aſſociated with Auguſtus; a 
« Thing, which ſince the Conſulate of Diocigſian 
« and Ariſtobulus, Hiſtory afforded no Example 
« of. And although his Senſibility of the many 
« and. great Events which this Year was likely 
« to produce, made him very anxious for the 
c future, yet he puſhed on the various and com- 
« plicated Preparatives for this Expedition with 
the utmoſt Application: and having an Eye in 
« every Quarter, and being deſirous to eternize 
« his Reign by the greatneſs of his Atchievements, 
ic he projected to rebuild at an immenſe Expence 
« the proud and magnificent Temple of Feruſalem, 
e which (after many Combats, attended with 
d much Bloodſhed on both Sides, during the 
„Siege by Veſpaſian) was with great Difficulty 
„ taken and deſtroyed by Titus. He committed 
jj c the Conduct of this Affair to Alypius of Antioch, 
0 « who formerly had been Lieutenant in Britain. 
« When therefore this Alyp:us had ſet himſelf to 
<« the vigorous Execution of his Charge, in which 
Wl «© he had all the Aſſiſtance that the Governor 
* « of the Province could afford him, 9 
11 e 825 | | | OZ 
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tc of Fire breaking out near the Foundation, 
„ with frequent and reiterated Attacks, rendered 
the Place from Time to Time inacceſlible to 
c the ſcorched and blaſted Workmen; and the 
cc victorious Element, continuing in this Manner 
ce obſtinately and reſolutely bent, as it were, to 
c drive them to a diſtance, Alyp:us thought beſt 
6c to give over the Enterpriſe. 
„ Thus did the Vigilance of Providence not 
« only vindicate the Honour of CHRISH, and 
„ cour holy Religion in the open View of all Men, 
but in its Goodneſs ſecured the Record of this 
© memorable Act, left in the Writings of a moſt 
© unexceptionable Witneſs. | 


A. 6 


6 


ARGUMENT V. 


£ "TF" HERE is another Fact of the ſame publick 
1 Nature as the former, which is both an Ar- 
gument of divine Knowledge in CHRIS H who 
foretold it, and likewiſe of a divine Power attend- 
ing his Doctrine; I mean, the ſwift and extenſive 
| Propagation of Chriſtianity, promiſed by our LogD 
at the very Time when he told his Diſciples they 
ſhould be hated, afflicted, and killed for hisName's- 
fake. St Mat. xxiv. ver. 5, 9, 10, 14. and fulfill» 
ed at the very Time, as all Hiſtory teſtifies, When; 
Infamy, Oppreſſion and Perſecution were actually 
the diſmal Portion of his Followers; an Event 
impoſſible to be foreſeen in the firſt Dawn of the 
Goſpel, without a clear inſight into Ages not then 
_ exiſting ; and as impoſſible to be brought to paſs 
under ſuch Oppoſition, and by ſuch Agents as 
were employed in it, without ſome miraculous Af- _ 
ſiſtance from above. 1 5 
185 8 Here 
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Here are twelve Men of obſcure Birth and Pa- 
tentage, of the meaneſt Education, of the plaineſt 
and fimpleſtUnderſtandings, unpoliſhed by Learn- 
Ing and Eloquence, unimproved by. Experience 
and Converſe, Men of no Subtlety, Art, or Ad- 
dreſs, who had no manner of Authority, Intereſt, 
or Repute in the. World; Theſe Men undertake 
to convince the World that one JESUS, a Man 
who had juſt before expired publickly on a Croſs, 
between two Thieves, ſubmitting himſelf to all 
the Indignities that could be offered to him, was 
the Son of Gor, the CHRIST, the great Prophet 
who ſhould come into the World: And in Conſe- 
quence of this, they preach up a Doctrine, the 
moſt repugnant that could be to the Deſires of 
Fleſh and Blood; the moſt unwelcome to Mens 
natural Paſſions and Inclinations; to their ſettled 
Habits, and inveterate Prejudices; contrary to- 
the eſtabliſhed Rites and Religions of all Coun- 
tries on the Earth. They ſet out from Jeruſalem 
with this Deſign; they diſperſe themſelves through 
all the Quarters of the Globe; they ſucceed every 
where; and in a very ſhort Time prevail with. 
great Multitudes in every Nation and Kingdom 
to ſubmit to the Laws and own the Religion of 
"Tesvus. | Here was no Manner of Proportion be- 
tween the Cauſe and the Effect, between the Work 
which was wrought, and the Inſtruments that 
wirought it; and therefore we muſt from hence 
conclude that a divine inviſible Power went along 
with them in every Step, and miraculoufly bleſſed 
their Endeavours. As they had no Help from the 
Powers of this World, civil or military, ſo had 
they all the Oppoſition that was poſſible; which 
they withſtood and baffled. They ſowed => 
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good Seed of the Word under the very Feet of the 
Roman Magiſtrates and Soldiers; who, though 
they trod it down, and rooted it up, yet could 
not deſtroy it ſo far, but that it ſtil] ſprang out 
again and yielded a fruitful and glorious Harveſt, 
We read that Herod ſtretched forth -his Hand'to 
ven the Church of CHRIST, and that he murder- 
ed James and impriſoned” Peter, but the Word of 
Gop grew and multiplied. When the Heathen 
Emperors levelled their murdering Edicts againſt 
the poor Chriſtians, and one Perſecution followed 
upon the Neck of another; this, in all human 
Vievs, was the moſt likely Method that could be 
taken to frighten and 7997 Men from pro- 
feſſing the Goſpel, when they found that they 
ſhould be perſecuted and die for it; but on the 
contrary, this cruel Effuſion of Blood was as a 
timely watering to Gps Church, and made it ftill 
the more flouriſhing z'\ Believers were daily added 
u the Lord And it is amazing to conſider with 
what Magnanimity, Chearfulneſs and Conſtaney 
they underwent the moſt dreadful Torments. 
Aged Fathers forgat the Infirmity of their Years; 
delicate Matrons and tender Virgins the Soſtneſs 
of their Sex and Conſtitution ; they ſubmitted to 
the F ury of their Tormentors, as patiently in a 
Manner, as the Anvil does to the Hammer, which 
will ſooner weary the ſtrongeſt Army than yield 
to the hardeſt Blow. So perfectly victorious was ; 
the Chriſtian Faith over all worldly Powers and 1 
temporal Conſiderations. Even the Executioners 1 
themſelves, in doing their Office, were ſometimes ö 
made immediate Converts, and feady to become ; 
the next Sufferers. The Emperor Julian, after he i 
had exerted all his Malice, and Cunning, and 8 
- S860 | | 8 ſovereign _ 18 
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ſovereign Power, to ſet at nought Curr, and 


| : to puta ſtop to the Progreſs of the Goſpel, made 


publick Confeſſion in his laſt Moments that this | 


Attempt was too hard for him. Having received 
a mortal Wound, and filling his Hand with Blood 


from thence, he threw it up towards Heaven, to 


expreſs his Rage againſt CHrisT to whom he 


imputed his violent Death, faying theſe Words, 


Viciſti Galilze, Thou haſt conquered, O Galilean ; 

for ſo he called CHRISTH, declaring him to be 
endued with the Power of Gon; a Power to kill 
and make alive; to ſave Life and to deſtroy it. 
A collateral Argument ſhewing how viſibly and 
ſignally the divine Vengeance was diſplayed in the 
Misfortunes and remarkable Deaths of the Princes 


and great Men of the Earth, who dared to perſe- 


cute the Holy Jesvus, his Miniſters and Followers. 
Hered the great, the Metropolis of whoſe King- 
dom was Jada, hearing of the Birth of a new- 


born King of the Jews, and apprehending his 
_ own Kingdom: in danger from ſuch a Competitor, 
ſent forth and flew all the Children that were in 
 Bethlthem from two Years old and under, hoping 
to involve the young King in this Maſſacre; and 

ſo rigorous was the Execution, that one of Herod's 


Sons then at nurſe was alſo ſaid to be lain in the 
Number. Augu//us, hearing of theſe enormous 


Cruelties, declared he had rather be Hered's 


« Hog than his Son.” Not long after this, He- 
rod began to feel the Vengeance of Heaven upon 
him, being ſmitten with a ſtrange and terrible 
Diſtemper; according to Foſephus, he was inflamed 


with a flow Fever burning within him, which in- 
wardly afflited, and cauſed grievous Ulcers in his 
Bowels, and a furious Colick; he had a voracious 


and 
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and inſatiable Appetite, venomous Swelli ngs inhis 


Feet, Convulſions in his Nerves, violent Aﬀthe _ 
mas, Rottenneſs in his Members, Itchings, and 


crawling Worms, ſo that he was a perfect Hoſ- 
pital of the moſt noiſome Diſeaſes ; he called in 
Phyſicians from all Places, but without Succeſs 3 
for he died ſoon after, but not without farther 
Teſtimonies of his Cruelties 5 


His 1 2 was divided between his three 


Sons, Archelaus, Herod, and Philip. And in 


thoſe Days John the Baptiſt, being in the Domi- 
nions of Herod the Tetrarch, boldly repaired to 


the Court of that Prince, and reproved him for 
his unlawful Cohabitation with Herodias, the Wife 
of his Brother Philip; at which ſhe being exceed- 
ingly provoked, preyailed upon Herod to impriſon 


and have him beheaded. She was the Daughter 


of Aretas King of the Aratians; and upon her 
Account, Herod after the Death of John went to 
War with his Father in Law, and he with his 


whole Army was vanquiſhed in Battle. Toſephus ' 


declares that the Jews looked upon his Cruelty to 
ee as the Occaſion of that Overthrow, Gon 

ing angry with him for the Death of John the 
Baptiſt. an farther ſays, that Herod was 
deprived of his Kingdom for the Sake of this He- 


rodias, and was, together with her, baniſhed to 
Lyons in France, where they lived ingloriouſly and 


died miſerably. 


About the ſame Time, Pontius Pilate was at 


Vienna, not far from Lyons, where being in ex- 
treme Miſery, depoſed from his Government, and 
daily afflicted by Caligula, he killed himſelf, and 
became the Avenger of his own Wickedneſs, as 
the Betrayer of CHRIST had been before. 


/ 


In 
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In the fourth Year of Claudius Ceſar, Herd 
5 Agrippa raiſed a ſharp Perſecution againſt the 
Chriſtians, being deſirous to ingratiate himſelf 
with the Jews, and that he might not fail in his 
| popular Deſigns, he ſtruck at the Apoſtles them- 
| ſelves, and began with James one of the Sons of 
| Zebedee, whom without Delay he condemned to 
Death. Soon after this, Veſpaſian began the Siege 
of Feruſalem, and Foſephus was not afraid to teſti- 
| y in writing, declaring himſelf in theſe Words; 
| “ "Theſe Things befel the Jews in the way of 
„ Revenge for James the Juſt, who was the Bro- 
c ther of IE sus called CHRISfH, becauſe the Jews 
“ had murdered him, being a moſt righteous Man.“ 
Herod finding how much he had pleaſed the Jews 
by killing James, proceeded farther to take Peter 
alſo. But not long after, he was ſmitten by an 
Angel, and was eaten up of Worms, and gave up 
the Ghoſt. Zuſebius obſerves, that the Conſent 
between Holy Writ, and the Hiſtory of Foſephus,, 
who relates this Matter at large, is worthy Admi- 
ration. Afterwards, the Emperor Nero, that 
Brute of a Man, ordered St Peter to be crucified, 
and St Paul to be beheaded, and cruelly treated: 
Numbers of the Chriſtians ; but as the Hiſtorian : 
ſpeaks, he did not go unpuniſhed ; for God had 
Regard to the Sufferings of his People. The Ty- 
rant being diſpoſſeſſed of his Throne, and finding 
himſelf in Danger of Death, became his own Exe- 
cutioner. After Nero, there aroſe another Ty- 
rant, not much inferior to him in Cruelty, who 
ſet himſelf to perſecute the Servants of CHRIST. 
He cauſed the Apoſtle St John to be bound, and 
_ caſt into a Cauldron of boiling Oil, or Oil ſet on 
| Fire, from which he came out unhurt, and _ | 
1 | wards. 
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wards baniſhed him to the Iſle of Patmos. At 
length he was ſtabbed by his own Servants, his 
Wife being in the Confederacy z and Order was 
given by the Senate of Rome, that no Statue ſhould 
be erected for him, nor any Memorial left of him 
to Poſterityj. 

The Emperor Decins was ame in a deep 


Lake or Bog, and never had the Honours of a 


Funeral, for his Bod dy was never found, but be- 
came a Prey to the. eaſts of the Earth, and the 


Fouls of the Air. 


Valerian, was taken lone by Sepores King of 
Perſia, who carried this old Emperor into his 
own Country, and treated him with Indignities 
below the meaneſt Slave; for the Wade 
as often as he had Occaſion to mount his Horſe, 
made Valerian ſtoop down that he might make his 
Back a Step to get upon. He was often carried 
up and down in Bonds, dreſt in imperial Attire; 
_ after his Death, his Skin was flead off, his 
preſerved by Salt, and hung up in one of 
— ples of > A Perſian Gods, for a n,; 
Trophy - his paſt Calamities, 

Aurelian, his Succeſſor, ſeemed to forget what 
had befallen Valerian, and was preparing to per- 
ſecute the Chriſtians with great Rage and Fury; 
but, as Euſebius ſpeaks, Gop was pleaſed to bind 
up his Arms; for before his Edict againſt the 
Chriſtians was ſent over to the Provinces of the 
Empire, he himſelf was killed ” ſome of his on 
Domeſticks. 

Dioclſian was the next who exerciſed. great 
Cruelty againſt the Chriſtians; and ſoon after, 
as Conſtantine and Euſebius themſelves atteſt, his 


e at Nicomedia was conſumed by — 


i 
| 
{| 
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Spirit. 


and a Fire ſent from Heaven; at which the Em- 
peror was fo aſtoniſhed that he ſeemed ever after 
to have continued, ipCpivlnle;, always fearing he 
ſhould be ſtruck with Thunder, ſo that he was 


forced to reſign his Empire; and after ſeven Years 


ſpent in Retirement, and under ſuch an heavy. 
Preſſure of Guilt, and uneafineſs of Mind, that 

he could neither eat nor ſleep, he at length died, 
partly of Hunger, and partly through Anguiſh of 
Maximian, ſirnamed the Herculian, an Enemy 
to Morality as well as Chriſtianity, was ſpoiled 

of his Empire, and hanged ; a Death ſufficiently 
ignominious for one who had governed the Ro- 


man Empire near twenty Years ; but the Hand 


of Heaven was more viſible and ſignal in the Pu- 
niſhment of the other Maximian, that grand Pro- 


moter of the Perſecution, who was viſited by an 


incurable Diſeaſe in his Bowels, ſo that he endur- 
ed inſupportable Pains and Torments, greater 
than he had inflicted upon the Chriſtians, under 
which he languiſhed an whole Year. His Con- 
ſcience awakened him to a Senſe of his Wicked- 


neſs, and to diſcern that his cruel Treatment of 
the Chriſtians had brought upon him the afflict- 


ing Hand of Gop, therefore he publiſhed an Edict 
af Indulgence to allow them the free Exerciſe of 
theirReligion; upon which the Priſon-doors were 
ſet open and many Chriſtians ſet at Liberty, and 


+ ſoon after he expired in great Miſery, 


Severus had his Veins cut fo that he bled to 
Death; Maximin poiſoned himſelf, and died in 
dreadful Torture, calling upon JESUS CnrisT 
with many Tears to have Pity on him. Maxen- 


tus was drowned in the Tyber, and his Body being 


found, 


— 
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found, his Head was ſtruck off, and carried in 


Triumph before Conflantine's Army, © 
| Theſe Things are related by Euſebius, Lactan- 
tius, and ſeveral other Writers. Thus did He, 

who is higher than the higheſt, purſue and over- 


take with his Judgments the Princes of this World, 


who ſet themſelves againſt the holy JESUS, and 
that Religion which he hath planted ; notwith- 
ſtanding which, it triumphed and prevailed with 
almoſt incredible Succeſs, to the ſtrengthening the 
Faith of the primitive Believers in its divine Ori- 
ginal, and affording to Chriſtians in all ſucceeding 


Ages, a convincing Proof, that it was not of Men 


but of God. - 
Another collateral Argument ſhewing the Effi- 
cacy of the Prayers of Chriſtians, and that the 


Heathens were convinced of their Acceptance and 


7 


Prevalency with Gop. Mi 

The Emperor Mar. us Aurelius Antoninus had 
been for a Time a violent Perſecutor of the Chriſ- 
tians, but was brought to a Conviction of his Er- 
ror, and to ſhew them Favour and Indulgence by 
the following extraordinary Circumſtance. _ ; 

Being engaged in a War againſt the Germans, 


his Army was brought into ſo great a Strait, by 
rſe 


Rcaſon of Thirſt, that he knew not what Cou 
to take ; he had immediate Recourſe to the Roman 


Gods by Prayer, but finding his Suit negle&ed 
by them, he called out thoſe who went by the 


Name of Chriſtians, and upon the Muſter finding 


their Number conſiderable, he charged his Cala- - 


mities wholly upon them; upon which they pro- 


trated themſelves upon the Earth, and offered up | 


Prayers for the whole Army. Their Enemies 
thought this a nunnatural Sight, but a more n 
e VV ertu 
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dͥerſul followed, as Euſebius relates; for ſuddenly 


there came upon the Enemy a Storm of Thunder 
and Lightning, which put them to Flight; but 
c refreſhing Shower came upon the 
oman Army while they were periſhing with 
Thirſt, having been five Days without Water. 


The Emperor therefore publiſhed an Edict, for 


the Toleration of Chriſtians; for Fear that by 
the ſame powerful Prayers, they ſhould fetch down 


the like Artillery from above againſt him, —Of 
the Truth of this Fact, and of the miraculous Re- 
lief here mentioned, we are aſſured from undoubt- 


ed Authority, that of Tertullian, who lived very 
near to the Time when this happened. And for 


a farther Confirmation of it we have the Teſtimony 
of Mr Addiſon, who in the Remarks made in his 
Travels through ſeveral Parts of 7caly, obſerves, 


that the Pillars of the Emperors Trajan and Anto- 
nine, which he ſaw at Rome, were the two no- 
bleſt in the World. The moſt remarkable 


46 Piece, ſays he, in Antonine's Pillar, is the Fi- 


c pure of Jupiter Pluvius, ſending down Rain on 
e the fainting Army of Marcus Aurelius, and 


„ 'Thunderbolts upon his Enemies, which is the 
2 __ Confirmation poſſible of the Story of the 
CC 


hriftian Legion, and will be a ſtanding Evi- 


cc dence for it, when any Paſſage in an old Author 


& may be ſuppoſed: to be forged.” I have ſeen a 
« Medal that, according to the Opinion of many 
6 learned Men, relates to the ſame Story. The 


„ Emperor is entitled on it Germanicus (as it was 


& in the Wars in Germany that this Circumſtance 


6 happened) and carries on the Reverſe a Thun- 


« derbolt in his Throne; for the Heathens at- 
tributed the ſame Miracle to the Piety of the Em- 
9 lags 25 peror, 


peror, which the Chriſtians aſeribed to the Prayers 
of their Legion. * Mai nn IE et 


„% Enemies? but upon his Gn Army al Shower 
„ of Rain, when they were ready to periſn with 
cc 'Fhirſt, f of 34 x44 : 1 55 ö 11191 14 N > 6 * 
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Evidence of its being the true Religion. It was 


corifice of Value was neceſſary to atone for their 


up Beaſts, nay Men, and even their own Chil - 


dren ; which Cuſtom, howeber barbarous, was yet 


grounded upon this Notion, that the more va- 
 Juable and dear, the more acceptable the Offer- 
ing. But none of theſe Sacrifices could anſwer 
the End for which they were intended. It was 


not poſſible that the Blood of Bulls or of Goats could 
tale away Sin. How could the giving up the 
Hirſt- born, and the Fruit of the Body, be any Sa- 


tisfaction for the Sin of the Soul? Or how could 


the Sacrifice of the beſt of Men be ſufficient to 18 
atone for others, when they who offered it were 
Sinners, and wanted an Atonement for them- 


ſelves ? But ſurely the univerſal Senſe of all Man- 


kind, that without the ſhedding of Blood there 
could be ho Remiſſion; and their offering in Sa- 


crifice what was beſt _ deareft to them, was a 


continual = 
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Mart by his Prayers fetched down Thunder 
from Heaven, to defeat the Deſigns of his 
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THE Goſpel Method of atoning for Sin, and 
+=» reconciling our offended Gop, is another 


the general Notion of Mankind, both Jews and 
Gentiles, in all Ages of the World, that ſome Sa- 


Sins, and to appeaſe the Wrath of the Supreme 
Being; therefore Sacrifices were a conſtant Part 
of their religious Worſhip, wherein they offered 
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 eontinaal Type and Prophrey of the Lamb of 
 Gop; nag e 


innocent and. righteous Per- 
ſon being, in the Fulneſs of Time, to be-offered 
forthe. Sins of the whale World. And that Reli- 


gion, which reveals. to us ſuch a Sacrifice, with 
the Aſſurance of Pardon and Reconciliation to all 


who ſhall rely upon it, ſeems to be the only true 


Religion, as it fully anſwers the Neceſſities and 


Expectations of all Mankind. 
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TE ST ROO TR N 

PART IL. 
The Truth and Divine” Orig 


the Chriſtian Religion, is ales” o_ 


evident from the intrinſic Goodneſs: 
and 1 of its e and 


eee n 


WIr nr Miracles have been wrought, Js 
ſo many other Evidences produced in Con- 
firmation of Po Doctrine, and that Doctrine is 
in itſelf wiſe and holy, and condutive to the 
Happineſs of Mankind, had the author of it a 
Perſon of unblemiſhed Life and Converſation (as 
will hereafter be ſhewn) all theſe Conſiderations 
together muſt ſurely demonſtrate de us a Dieine 
Revelation beyond all Foffibiliey of doubting. 
The Goſpel of Insu CrnnngrT' is fuch a Treas 
ſure of hidden Wiſdom, as was never —_ 
opened to the Sons of Men. It gives 

cleareft Inſormation concerning the ohms 
Perfections of the ſupreme Bang: It diſcovers 
to us a Redeemer and Holy Spirit the One to 


make atonement for our Sim, the Other to help 


our Infirmities, It exemplifies to us the Reſur - 
rection of the Dead, by a familiar Inſtance, well 
known a that of — 

: c 2 3 in, 


28 Or the Balef aud Prafiice. of 


Grain, which being caſt into the Ground, die 
and are butied,” and then revive. again the ſame 


Body as before. It reveals to us a future Judg- 
ment and an everlaſting State of Happineſs or 
Miſcry, the moſt powerful Incentives to an holy 
and virtuous Converſation, and the moſt un- 


ſpeakable Comfort, to the Righteous in this Pil- 
grimage of Tears. That there are Myſteries in 
this Doctrine, is ſo far from being an n Exception | 


againſt it, that it is a farther: Argument of its 


Divine Original, and, ſhews it to be agreeable t to 


the other Diſpenſations of Gop towards 


kind. And we may as well on this Medunt 


complain againſt the Author of our Being, as 


againſt the Author of our Religion; for there 


are many Difficulties in the Works of Nature 


which cannot be reſolved ;-nay,” we know not 


our own ſelves, nor how. Gur Souls and Bodies 
are united, and act upon each other; and why 
then ſhould we expect to underſtand the Nature 
of the Triune Godhead ſo far above us, or how 
Gop and bam ſubſeſt in the one Perſon of J sus 


CRI TTT 1 * 1 4 iis { 37 14 2:4 4 


Beſides, was therduwathiog 5 in Religion Shine | 


our Reaſon to comprehend, how could it have 


been conſiſtent with itſelf? what Room for the 
Exerciſe of that Faith, which is required as a 
fundamental Duty, with a Bleffing ; pronounced 


to thoſe Wwho have not ſeen and yet _ be- 
2 b * 757 


1143 t 1009004] of 16 zun * 


If vain Men would but reſt contented, we . 


chat the full Revelation of theſs Myſteries i is reſerv- 


ell fora more glorious State, wherein we ſhall have 


A ben View of. . ee 2 ade ve now — . 
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| bold through a Glaſs darkly, when we ſhall 1 op : 
nnen ' 
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ii ne II. 
HE Duties and Precepts 0 by: whe 
Chriſtian Religion, for: the Obſervance of 

2 we are promiſed eternal Rewards, are moſt 

pure and boly, and tend to our Intereſt and Ad- 

vantage even in this pteſent Life. How good 
and how neeeſſary is the Inſtitution of the Loss 

Day, and the weekly Service of the Church; 10 

be an Aſylum of Reſt from the Cares and Bufi- 

. neſs of the World; ta refreſh the poor Labourer 

and Servant; to eall them together to o beinftructed 8 

in their Behaviour towards Gop and one ano- 

- ther; and to engage them to do their Duty for 

Conſcience Sake f were theſe religious ens 

ever to be laid aſide, Mtankind would ſoon 

wild and ſavage, and notwithſtanding all that 15. 

man Laws could do, there would be no ſuch 

Thing as Peace and Order,” Right and Property 

in the World. What can be more for our Com- 

fort and well- being i in Life, than daily to pray to 

Gov and caſt our Care on Him, who only know 

- what is beſt. and fitteſt: for us, and is able and 

ready to give whatſoever we ſtand in need of? 

Of the two great Ordinances of. Chriſtianity, 

Baptiſm and the Lonp's Supper, how does the 

fotmer imprint upon the raſa Tabula of our in- 

fant Minds the moſt ſignificant Emblems: + Pu- 
_ rity and Holineſs, _ lay the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 

tions upon us to keep ourſelves from Thoſe Pola. 
tions which deface the Divine Image and deprave 
* 3 of our 3 and the latter, the 


c 3 | Sacrament 


++ or the Belief and Praftice of 


| Bactament of the Lon b's Supper, is a continual 
tenewing of theſe Obligations: 11 is a frequent 
211 to RecolleQion and Eee and beſides 
he Grace of the Holy Spirit, communicated in 
the conſtant uſe of this Ordinanchy it is of infi- 
Hite Service to reconcile: Diffe 3, and to ce- 
ment together Men in the Bond of Prace, as well 
as in Righteouſneſs. of Life. The excellent Ends 
and Purpoſes of it are acknowledged by an emi- 
nent Heathen Author, Pim, who was Governor 
of Bythinia, writing to the Emperor Trajan con- 


_  cerning/ the Chriſtians of that Province, ſays, _ 4 


That upon a ſet and folemn Day, they were 
vont to meet together, and oblige themſelves 

by a Bacrament, not to commit any Wicked- 
'< nefs.” What could more conſult the Good of 
Society and of every Individual, than thoſe Pre- 
oepts of Chrifhanity, which command Obedienee 


and Subjection to Bovereigu Princes, and to all 


that are in Authority? And in order to render 
their Lives and their Offices as eaſy as may be, 
the Goſpel every where forbids and condemns 
- Idleneſs and Pilfering 5 Frauds and Uncharitable- 
nels; Law-Juies, Contentions, and Revenge; 
| e and 1 . eee ee 
| - and being buſy in other Mens 
: — Dee — Diligence, 
Fuſice, Peaceableneſs and Charity ; Forgiveneſs 
in ries ; doing Good ag aint Evil; Sincerity 
3 Pl lain-dealing; ſpeaking Evil of na Man, 
7 quietly 2 our own Buſineſs, are every 
where: recommended to our PraQice 3 yea, and 
——— as the Condition of our eternal Salva- 
10 Ne Law of Cu RIS does moſt ſtrictiy 
9 and * Ch 
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ing and Wantonneſs; Exceſs in Apparel and 
Profuſion of every Kind; Vices manifeſtly de- 
ſtructive of bur Reaſon and Health, Reputation 
and Fortune: whilft, on the other Hand, it en- 
jus us the oppoſite Duties of Temperance, So- 
riety, Mortification and Self-denial, which highly 
tend to the Preſervation of our Bodies, as well as 
to the Improvement and Perfection of our Souls. 
To wean ourſelves from the Love of this World 
as Chriftianity requites, how much better is it, 
tharr to wear out dur Bodies, and exhauſt our 
Spirits with contihual Toil, Anxiety and Care? 
To be humble, meek, patient and contented in 
every State, as we learn of Cunts r and his Apo- 
ſtles, how amiable does it render us to others, 
how eafy to ourfelves ? Whit Pride and Paffion, 
Fretfulneſd and Difcontenr, make our Lives a 
Burden and Torment to ourſelves, and our Con- 
verfation edivus to all about d. But of theſe 
Things mote wil de ſai hereafter; at prefent 
let it only be added, that our excellent and holy 
Religion does farther oblige all Men to the con- 
fcientivus Performance of cheje ſeverat Duties in 
_ the reſpe&ive Relations of Life whith "they bear 


. * - 


to one another; fo that if the Lawy of Ohiiftia- 
_ nity were eniverſally obeyed, there would never 
be wanting in any public Society, or private Fa- 
mily, religious Governors ind Wee Subjects, 
faithful Paſtors and obedient People, indulgent 
Parents and dutiful Children, provident Huſbands 
and prudent Wives, kind Mafters and honeſt 
Servants, good Neighbours and faithful Friends, 
_ Charitable Gentlemen and induſtrious Poor. 
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T HE. FIDE of his E beyond all | 
other Men that ever lived, is juftly ſet forth 
y a pious and learned Writer {in the . 
1 It has been an ancient and ſtanding 
« Oh Aion againſt all the famous Lawgivers 
SY eher, and the ſtricteſt Maſters of 
4 Morals, that their Practice was ſtill. wide of 
« their Principles, and that all their fine Rules 
| us, and Pre were only for Shew and Oſtenta- 
* tion: and the Sto es in particular, who abound 
a, «, above, others.in:{welling Words of Vanity, 
: „ though ey. 2 would perſuade, us that their wiſe 
« Man is equal, if not ſuperior to the Deity, 
ny yet they could, never ſhey the Phoenix that 
40 7 — boaſt of. And it is à laſting Reproach 
« to the Scribes and Phariſees, thoſe high Pre- 
94 tenders to Sanctity and Perfection in 1 S A- 
. 'VIOUR'? 's. Days; that they. faid, and did not. That 
6 they bound. heavy Burdens, and grievous to be born, 
«c — laid ki on Mens Shoulders, but. themſelves 
10% end not move them-with-one of their Fingers. _ 
„ And W is fo much Frailty in our 
«Fleſh; ſo much Corruption inherent in our 
«whole, Nature, that we muſt not pretend, the 
e beſt of us all; to what we cannot attain during 
this mortal Life, to a perfect Degree of Inno- 
„ cence ; but when all is ſaid and done, he muſt 
ap” 1 2 15 80 be 
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be allowed to paſs for the beſt Man who has 
c the | feweſt Faults. The ſingular, the only 
- < poſſible Exception to this experienced Truth, 
„is the holy Child JesUs, who was conceived 
„by the over-ſhadowing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and born of a pure Virgin. And it was the 
„ diſtinguiſhing Privilege of his miraculous Birth 
„ and Conception, that he came into the World 
«« entirely free from that Pollution, which all 
Mankind beſides him do ſo plentifully derive 
„ from their common Parents. And his white 
„and innocent Soul was fo capable a Subject of 
% divine Grace, and ſo near the Influences of it, 
„ by. Reaſon of the hypoſtatical Union, that 
„ Go gave him not the Spirit by Meaſure, but 
e jin all Fulneſs, equal to the Largeneſs of his 
on Capacity, and the Greatneſs of our Needs 
„ who have all received of it. And through 
Him the Grace of God whi.h bringeth Salvation 
« hath appeared unto all Men, teaching us, that 
| *< denying all Ungodlineſs, and worldly Lufts, we 
* hhould live ſoberly, .righteaufly, and godly in this 
6, preſent! Mord. With theſe, Qualifications he 
4 ſet up, as well he might, for the Teacher and 
„ Practicer of all Virtue, and he actually l- 
“ fflled, as it became him, all manner of Righ- 
#6. teouſneſs 3 but Sin he did none, neither was Guile 
„ found in his Mouth. This was the completeſt 
Rule of holy Living, and his Life was as re- 
„ gular as his Law. His Doctrine was appa- 
«« rently of Gop, and his Converſation was 
„ heavenly and Godlike. His Precepts were 
„ truly noble and ſublime, and therefore nat 
„ without their Difficulties: but his Practice 

was always uniform, and parallel to the highef 
2 f ES 3 „ 


3 Pn the Belief and Prabire of 
and the hardeſt Pitch of Duty that he impoſed 
„ on others. In one Word, his Example was a 
„living and perpetual Commentary upon his 
„ Goſpel, and a never- failing Direction to all 
* thoſe who are willing to walk as he walked. 
„ An Example it was, not like that of other 
4 Mortals, mixed up of Vice and Virtue, and 
« therefore only to be admired becauſe. the Alle 
« of Imperfeftion was lefs than uſual; but it 
„ was the e eee of unſpotted Goodneſs, 
„without the leaſt imaginable Blemiſh. It was, 
if I may uſe an Illuſtration that has too much 
bf ow in it, an entire Conſtellation of all 
* Kind of Virtues, joining their Light in One, | 


5 „ the better to direct, and influence the Practice 


«© of Mankind, and guide them ſtraight through 
s all the Offices of human Life. Herein we may 
| *C diſcern, how Greatneſs and Humility, Power 
„ and Moderation, Innocence and Freedom, 
„„ Zeal and Meekneſs, may dwell ti and 
„ a& in Union. Herein we may behold per- 
« fe Piety and Juſtice, Charity, Purity, and 
 «« Temperance, and all thoſe Graces, adorned 
„ with Gentleneſs, and crowned with a moſt 
« invincible Patience, under all manner of Ob- 
© 1cquy, Oppreſſion, and Perſecution, ſtill tri- 
e umphant. In brief, we may learn from hence, 
% how to paſs the Time of our ſojourning here 
on Earth wg. all the difficulteſt Trials, 
& acceptably to GoD, inoffenfively towards 


Men, and profitably for ourſelves.” 
Since then no wiſe Man, Phileſopher or 'Teach- 
er, ever led a ſinleſs Life, or ſet before Mankind 
a perfect Example of all Righteouſneſs, except 
our Miſter Jesvs CurisT, we may juſtly cn 
F | TY CLuve 


oe FxveREtLIUION. 35 | 


clude that He was more than Man; that He was, 
what He is ſaid to be, the /Brightne/t of Gad 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſan, yea, that 
He was the Son of God, and that the Doctrigae 
- 2 he taught may the _ Word: an Ra 
0 OD. | 


A 2 


Preving the Truth and Divine. Original the 
£37 T er BNGER, ws 


n hin does: wibinc een ther ö e 
Books of the New 'Teſtament were written by 
the Pertons whoſe Names they bear; that they 
were faithful and unqueſtionable Witneſſes, who 
truly ed the Things which they had feen 
tn hon; tn hy 4 3 oof that - 
cou their In R Jay: 
down their poo rears. th Be 
trines they taught; and farcher, wreughe ſuch 
Miracles as were Teſtimonies from Heaven, 
that they were Perfons approved of Gon, and 
that what they ſaid, was to be credited and re- 
ceived by all Men. Theſe very Perſons with 
their great Maſter Ixsus CRI, do every where 
atteft the Truth and Divine Authority of the 
Scriptures of the Qlg Teſtament. Our Saviour 
ſpeaks ſeveral Titses of Foes and the Prophets, 
and particularly in the 24th Chapter of St Luke's 
Goſpel, He appeals to the Things that were 
Written in Moſos and the Prophets, and in the 
Pſalms concerning Himfelk, Several hiſtorical 
Faatsges in the Ga Teſtament are recited in the 
New. The Miracles there recorded are acknow- 


ledged to be true; as for Inſtance, that of Elijab 
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x eſtoring the Widow's dead Son to Liſe again, 
_ and Eliſba euring Naaman the Syrian of his Le- 
proſy; and almeſt all the Writers of the old 
Teſtament, with the Patriarehs, Prophets and 
holy Men, are mentioned in the Scriptures of 
the New Teſtament. In a Word, the chief 
Scope of the Old Teſtament is the Mes5s1an, and 
the Prophecies relating to him therein, being ſo 
exactly fulfilled, are continually appealed to by 
Cuxis r and his Apoſtles; all which muſt be, to 
every honeſt and unprejudiced Perſon, an un- 
doubted Proof, that theſe Scriptures are the Word 
of Gon, and ought to be always received and re- 
verenced as ſuch; and indeed the perfect Har- 
mony and Agreement that every where appears 
detween the Writings of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, when compared together, muſt afford great 
Satisfaction to every Believer, as it is his higheſt 
"Confirmation; and Eſtabliſhment of the Truth 
and divine Original of them bon. 
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on the” Felicity ariſing from the 
Practice of Chriſtian Virtues.” 


4 Op 


21 of Gre, 4 Bis N is 


HAT ht: is a Gow, all Wade cries 
aloud; the Works of the Creation every 

where prdclaim it,” That there is à great, ow 

mighty Being, who made the Heavens, he Farth 

and the Seas, and al} Things that are therein, is 

' atteſted by the univerſal Conſent of all People, 


Nations and Languages: and that Gop ought to 


be worſhipped by the Creatures He has made, — 
as univerſally acknowledged by them all. 
Heathens, who had only the Lighe of Reaſon bs 
direct them were very zealous in the Petform- 
ance of Public Worſhip; how numerous were 
the Temples, the Groves, the Altars, erected in 
Honour of their various Deities, to whom they 


were continually offering Sacrifices, in which the 
greateſt Part of their public Service conſiſted! 
and in this, as à learned Hiſtorian obſerves , 


Their Practice inclined rather ti Exceſs thin 
„ Hefect, and they were devout even to Super- 
1 ſtition.“ Though they erred in the Object, 
yet they punctualiy | perforthed the Subſtance” of 
heir 15 5 He therefore [that deſpiles or for- 


— p 1 1 {3 
- * 


— ene in Row, Anti 
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38 On the Zelia and Profiice of 
fakes the Aſſemblies for public Worſhip, offers 
n Inſult to the Senſe and Practice of all, tbe 
ortd: he is a Monſter in Nature, like a Dwarf © 
amidſt Multitudes of Men; he is the Fool that 
faith in his Heart, there is uo Gl. 


Revealed Religion not only inſtructs us to re- 


Days of our Twih: He who ſpake thefe Words, 
prayed, fac Wiſdom when he was young; and 
the Almighty was ſo well pleaſed with the Re- 
queſt, that He pave ſs: not only that, but 

— Riches and Honour, which he not, in 

vaſt Abundance. This great King builded and 

dedicated a moſt magnificent Temple to the Ser- 
vice of Gop ; and there we behold bim, the 
| Crown and the Scepter laid by, and his own Dig- 

_ nity forgotten, in the Poſture, in which all Kings 
muſt one Day appear before their Maker; y 

Kkoseling upon his Knees, conſeſſing his Sins, 

and offering up Prayers and Supplications for 


| _ , himſelf and his People, And a greater than .- 


Lemos, the LoRDVCRHRAISTT, was found in the 
. at twelve Years old, about bis heavenly 
Fathers Buſineſs; In the Days of his Fleſh, while 
He dwelt among us, i u, his Cuflars to go into 
. the Synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and at other 
Times, Lag to the * of Olives - A 4. ſome 
| ROMURALY # IACE, tor prwate Prayer. Ear + 
the De vation of our beſt Days; A 2 
tendance on the Duties of the Cloſet, and on all 
the Ordinances of the Sanctuary, is à reaſobable 
Service that we owe to our Maker, and but a 
juſt Return for that vigor of Body and Mind, 
e ; je.s.Serxice highly pleaſ- 
Ang to the Divine Majeſty : It will go up as J- 


member our Creater, but to remember Him in the 


"be TauE R 2110 ro N. 


< a feveet-ſmelling ' Savour : It will 
: enſocf org It will be had in 28 
Remembrance. But if we are remiſs in this ac- 
0 begin to dedicate 
ourſelves to Gow; _ to do his Work before we 
'in the Cares and Amuſe- 


ceptable Seaſon ; if we do not 


come to be engaged 


239 
ban 


ments of Human Life, they will be apt to en- 


groſs ſo much of our Time and Thoughts, that 
- we ſhall neither have Leiſure or Inclination 0 


ſet about it. The religious Youth will 


| Iſaac i is ſaid to have done, retire to the Fields,” he | 


into his Chamber to meditate : To take a Re- 


view of ſo much of his Life as is already paſt, 


(ſince he hnew to refuſe the evil, and chuſe the gad.) 
To compare it with the divine Laws: To obſerye 
which of them he bas kept, which he has tranſ- 

greſſed ; and if any, to reſolve upon Obedience 
. 8280 a better Conduct ſor the future. 


Jo ſeek, by earneſt 


tion, and of good Report 


which can adorn and grace the Soul; 


Labours and Endeavours to attain it. 


How eaſily and inſenſibly, can the Father of - 
Spirits caſt into the Mind a Train of uſeful 

. Neas, and — the . rats with Safety, 
7 | £6 lte 22 


Finally, 


» #$ 


„ the Guidance of 
Gov's unerring Spirit, and to aſk ſuch Endow- 
ments as may render him uſefull in his Genera- 
e 1 
Employment, deſi or n avidence.' 
Kaden ry Bees, — os AS fn 
from above, is the moſt valuable Accompliſhment 
yet it muſt 
not be" attempted, without a copftant Application 
to the Throne of the All. wiſe and Almighty 
S8 0op; beſeeching him to point our Inelinations 
to proper Studies ; to aſſiſt our Searches! after 
Knowledge; to co-operate wich, and ee our 
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-hrough, all the Mazes/ of an intricate. Subje&t ? 
Me can, guard the Underſtanding, from every In- 


the Infection of bad Books, and ill-deſigning Men: 
But to ſet upon a Courſe of Study without ſeek - 
ing the Aids and: Directions, of Gop's good Spi- 
- rit, is an Adventure as raſhi and hazardous, as 
lanching into the wide Ocean without a Pilot. 
Godlineſs is profitable unto all Things, having @ Pro- 
miſe of the Life that naw'is, as well as of that which 
It o come. And Experience will confirm this 
- Truth to Perſons: of all Occupations and Em- 
ployments, in whatſoever State or Condition they 
are. Sir Matthew Hale, formerly Lord Chief 
- Juſtice of the Kngs-bench,: in a Diſcourſe to his 
Children, has the following Words f : I have 
„% by long and found Experience found, that the 
4 due Obſervation of the Log'D's Day, has been 
„ of ſingular Comfort and Advantage to me; 
4 and I doubt not, but it will prove fo to you. 
„ G0 Almighty is the Lord of Our Time, and | 
ends it to us: And as it is but juſt; we ſhould 
s conſecrate this Part of our Time to him, ſo I 
have found that a due Obſervation of the Du- 
e ties of this Day, has ever had joined to it a 
, Blefling upon the reſt of my Time, and the 
, Week ſo begun, has been bleſſed and proſpe- 
et rous to me. And on the other Side, when 1 
e habe been negligent of the Duties of this Day, 5 
. the reſt of the Week has been unſucceſsful and 
t unhappy to my own ſecular Employments; ſo 
« that | could eaſily make an Eſtimate of my 
,, Succeſſes in my ſecular Employments the 
„Week following, by the manner of my paſſing 
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fluence of Error, and ſecure the Stripling, from 
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c this Day i and this T do not write lightlyor 
s inconſi derately, but upon a long and ſound 
% Obſervation ànd Experience. Becauſe I find 
in the World much Looſneſs and Apoſtacy 
from this Duty; and People begin to be cold 
and careleſs in it, allowing themſelves Sports, 
„ and Recreations, and ſecular Employments on 
e this Day, (which is a ſad Spectacle, and an ill 
Preſage] it therefore concerns me, who am 
1 vour Father, as much as | can, to reſcue you 
« from a Sin, which the Example of others, and 
„ the Inclination and Inconſiderateneſs of Youth, 
„ may be otherwiſe apt to lead you into,” 
| The conſtant Worſhipper of Gon, on his own 
"Daze has certainly. much' greater Reaſon to hope 
for the divine Blefng on his. Undertakings in 
the M Week, "chin he Prayerleſs, it 
Profane, and Frreligious: But fh ne 
with Difficulties, and croſs Aceidents, | 16 he oft 


may in this Vale of Tears) it is F reit Ing” 


from the World a few by ol into 15 Clo 
and there he may meet a Friend, able and willing 
to help him in all that be calls upon him for: 
There he may without Fear or Reſerye, ope penal 
his Heart to his heaven] Father, make kno 

his Wants, relate his. 1 and pt opoſ 8 
his Doubts: And he will be diſt fled with this 
gracious Anſwer, —Be* content, my S ; 1 will never 
Jeaue thee, nor 2 ake thee. * 

Vet not every Worſhipper, not wy one wh 
profeſſes” to come: 49 Gon, is accepted. of Nj 
Coldneſs, Inattention, and wapt . of. See 
will hinder the Efficacy of our Prayers. Wu, 
we are in Attendance upon the Divine Majeſty. 
eicher jo Public'or in private, any careleſs Eo 
| | —_ 


* 
* 
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+ tures, or the ſofteſt Whiſpers are indecent : Wan- 
dering Thoughts indulged are ſinful ; Hearts poſ- 
Tefled with worldly Cares, or purſuing idle and 
_ vain Conceits, are very offenſive to Him, who 

fees and obſerves them all: And it is an Act of 
digh Preſumption to ſuppoſe that ſuch Devotions 
will ever be received at the Throne of Grace. 


| Before ever I bend my Knees, or lift up my Voice 


.to Heaven at any Time, I reflect and ſay within 
. God is in this Place! What valu- 
able Sacrifice can Duſt and Aſhes offer to the Al- 
mighty! His glorious Majeſty will I app 
with all Humility, witch Reverence and godly Fear. 
Conſcious of my own Frailties, I beg the divine 
Aſſiſtance, to make me a clean Heart, and renew a 
right Spirit within me : Conſcious of my own Un- 
Worthineſs, 1 plead for Acceptance, and aſk for 
every Thing, in the Name and through the Me- 
Fits of Jesvs CuaisT the Righteous. Then I 
truft, that my Prayer will pierce the. Clouds, aud 
will net turn away; till the moſt Highgft regard it. 


FEELIN of me, fays the bleſſed Authar of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, for I am meek and lowh 
in Mart; and fe does He ay this, with 


very great and peculiar Propriety ; for it was a 
Lecture of Philoſophy, which the World had 
neyer beard, until the Spirit of Carzsr revealed 
It te the haly Men of old; and He himſelf taught 
is Mankind in Perfection. The Heathen Philo- 
Fophers were ſo little acquainted with this Vir- 
tus, that they had no Name for it; what wa 4 
batepded by the Word we now uſe, was Mean wm 
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and Baſenefs of Mind, which provoked - their 


(Contempt and Anger, rather than Applauſe: 4 


From hence it appears, that the Religion of Na- 
ture (as ſome were pleaſed to call it) was 

defective, and inſufficient to 

the Ways of true Peace and Happineſs : As it 


could not inſtruct them in a Virtue which is the 


Head and Foundation of all others; for 9 in a 


natural or rather artificial Building, if a Man 
would build to any Purpoſe, he muſt d; a © it deep, 
and clear the Coon of all Rubbiſh, 


and ſandy Earth, before be can lay the roſes, rg 
ftone with Safety and Succeſs; fo in like Man- 


ner, whoſoever deſires to lay. the Foundation of 
real Goodneſs in his own Heart, muſt look care- 
fully into, and fearch to the very bottom of it, 


and labour to caſt out all vain Imaginations; 


every Thi that is looſe and offentive, or that 
favours of Self- love or Self-ſ 


thinking better of Ourſelves than we deferve'; in 
= 2 —_— uſt Senſe of our own Weakneffes and 


* to be ready and diſpoſed upon all Occaſions 
to hear Inſtruction and friendly Adviee. To be 
condeited and opinionated of eur ownlelves, 20 
imagine that all we do or ſay is night, and to de 
tenacious of our own Ways, is the oppoſite gin 
af Pride, which makes all who yield. to it become 
deſpicable and wretched. This was Rehoboar's 
| He wa 3 _ the — of 0 aft 

e was an hau oung Prince, 
| 2 e that flood before bin Father - 


dew — and Experience who adviſed bm 


to 


4 n > 0 


ide Mankind into 


3 which 4s . 
mere Filth and Rubbiſh in the Sight of GO 
nnd all good Men. True Humility conſiſts in nat 


= 
Ar 


ow liable we are to Error and Deceie; 


rr * 
— —— * 
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to ſuch Methods as would have gffabliſbed the 
Kingdom in his Hands: But being wiſe in his own 
Imagination, and buoyed up by the flattering 
Speeches of his youthful Companions, he perſiſted 
ia hi own Ways, till he provoked ten out of the 
twelve Tribes of Hrac to revolt from him, and 
was forced at length to retire for his own Safety, 
and to fit down and lament his Folly and Raſh- 
neſs, when it was too late to remedy it. This 
Will ever be the Caſe of all Perſons in every Age 
and State of Life, who become ſo conceited of 
their on Abilities, fo ſelf-ſufficient in their own 
Eſteem, as to think themſelves above Advice and 
Inſtruction: A Temper of Mind which expoſes 
Men tonumberleſs Diſappointments, Diſquietudes,” 
and Troubles, and is utterly deſtructive of Hap- 
; pinefs.. Humility is a Virtue, which teacheth us 
_ '26:thibluftlibund:meanly, that ie, not vainly. or 
_ +auntingly:oronnelves, or our own Endowments ; 
 cantd to do right to others, by complying with, 
icondeſcending; to, or giving them the 2 15 
as far as Truth and Reaſon require. This is a 
moſt effectual Means to render us courteous and 
tobliging, peaceable and benevolent in our Beha- 
viour, and amiable to all around us; while the 
contrary Vice of Pride will make us captious and 
quarrelſome, cenſorious and uncharitable; aſſum- 
ing and tyrannical, feared, yet hated and deſpiſed 
JJ ↄ YE nw an Go eu 9; 
And as Arrogance and Self-: coneeit are odious 
and offenſive to all Men, ſo we may be ſure they 
are higbly diſpleaſing to the ſupreme, Being; for 
the wiſe Man tells us, Pu. xvi. 5. Every ohe 
that is proud in Heart, is an Abdmination to the Lord. 
It is a ſevere, but juſt Reflection — 
1 n = = pirit, 


ie True Reticion.) 4 


Spirit, that we meet with in the Writings of the 
| ſecond: Solomon, ''Ecclus. x. 18. Pride was not 
made for Man. It is no where fo improper, no 

where ſo unbecoming as in Man: His make is of 
the ſame Clay as that of other Creatures: Cor- 
ruption is his Father, and the Worm is his Mo- 
ther and Siſter; nor is this the leaſt Part of his 
Abaſement; for Sin is his Offspring. Let the 
Sea be proud, whoſe Waves know their Bounds, 
and obey the Creators Will: Hitherto Hall ye 
come, and no further. Let the Sun glory in its 

Brightneſs, which rejoiceth' as 4 Giant o vun it 

Courſe: And if it once [flood flill' in the md of 
Heaven, it was owing to. the ſpecial Command of 

the Creator. Let the Firmament on high; let 

the Elements, and the "ſeveral Compounds of 
them, Fire and Hail, Wind and Storm, be proud, 
becauſe they ſnew the Glory, and fulfil the Word of 

God. Let the Locuſts and Caterpillars exalt them? 

ſelves, | becauſe they are the Armies ef the Lord 50 

Hlaſis. Let the Beaſts be proud of their Strength 

and Swiftneſs, who live and act according to the 

Appointment of Heaven, and the Laws of their 

Nature; but why ſhould Man be proud, who is 

ſo liable to err, and to go aftray from the Com- 

mands of his Maker; and has 'been diſobedient 
from the Beginning? And unleis he ca/teth down 
every Imagination that exalteth itſelf againſt the 

Knowledge of God; unleſs he brings the haughty 

Heart, to ſubmit to the Laws of ChRIST, he 
will, by Reaſon of that immortal Nature conferred 

upon him above all the Creatures of: the:Earch, 

be of all the Creatures of the Earth moſt miſer- 
able. | God reſſſieth the Proud, and will always be 
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an Enemy to him; but He giveth Grace to ths 
humble, will dwell with him, and —_ to ho- 
nmour him; for He has > pres Ne in the 
Seriptures of | doth the Old and Teſtament, 
that Honour is the Reward of Humility, Prov. xv. 
33, 18, 12. and that: he 2who humbleth un 
be exalted, St Luke xiv. 11, 18, 14. 
r Addiſon has given us a little Per/ian F able, 
very pertinent to our preſent Purpoſe. A. 
© Be af Water fell out of a Cloud into the 
4 Som, and finding iiſeif loſt in ſuch an Immenſity 
& of fluid Matter, broke out into the follow wing 
F Reflection ; Alas! what an inſiguifiaaut Crea- 
ture am I in this prodigious Ocean of Waters! 
_ &. My Exiſtenee is. of no Concern in the Uni- 
. « verſe ; I am reduaed to kind of nothing and 
«©. am-leſs than the leaſt of the Works of Gon. 
It ſo, happened, that an which lay in 


tec the neighbourhood of this prop, chanced to 


bw] anc and ſwallow. it up in the midſt of this its 
e $alilequy., - The Drop, ſays the Fa- 


bi ble, lay a great while hardening, in the Shell, 


<« till by Degrees it was ripened into a Pearl, 
« which, falling into the Hands of a Diver, after 
cr a long ſeries of Sn" is at pceſenit that 
<. famous Pearl which is fixed. on the he of the 
66. n Diadem.“ LAX 


0 Cunperian Pariencs. | | 


HIS is. « Wikis hich tedcherd us to voor 
all the Calamities and croſs Accidents of 
Liſe, with a calm and even Temper of Mind, 
and with A dutiful and entire. Reſignation to. the 
Will of ws in full Aſſurance that this Wor 
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and all Things in it are governed b 
ruling Ne which extendeth ! 
Pierſon, to the moſt minute Nees and Acci- 
dents, M1 @ Sparrow doth not ta" the Ground, 

i noithat can an Hair of our Head be hurt; 2. 
the leaſt Evil can happen to ur without our heavenly 

Father ; whatſoever at any Time occaſions Grit . 
or Frouble to us, it is of the Lord's doing, He was 
og to order it to be ſo; or, which 1 the ſame 


ing He did not think ſit to overrule and pre- 
rent ier Nd. Gon, we are ſure, is a Being of 


his over- 
to every 


' infinite. Wikdom and'Goodnefs, who difpoſts the 


| Hives and Events of a Things in Heaven and 


Earth, in the wiſeſt Manner, and to the deft Pur- 


poſes, Now the Conſequence of all this, to a 
Chtiſtian js, that whatever befalJeth him 
in this World, otherwiſe than through his own 
Fault, is at that Juncture, and in thoſe Circum- 
Kances the very beſt that could befal him, be- 
enuſt it is by he Permiffion and Appointment of 
the wiſeſt and the beſt Being, for the wiſeſt and 
the beſt Ends and Reaſons. | 
And what infinite Anxiety and Difquiet does : 
this' gd n ood _ 11 = Heart? 
All the Malice, ty, Reproaches, Revenge; 
all che Inſults, — 6A and ka mend of Men. 
are, in this View, Proofs and 'Trials of their Vir- 
tue here; and, if rightly uſed, Pledges of ever- 
laſting Felicity hereafter, And they who are the 
Authors of any Evil or Injury to us, are infinite 
more the Objects of our Pity. than our. Reſent- 
ment: In à Word; by the Power of this one Vir 
tue, all the Oalechities and croſs, 'Accidents'.of 
Life ace taken away at once; and nothing but 


20 Cue e andEquanimity, * entire De-. 
pendence 


48 On the Beliaf and Profiice of | 


| pendence upon the mightieſt, the wiſeſt,' the beſt 
of all Beings, planted in cheir Stad.. 
the PerfeQtion of Philoſophy ?. The;urmoſt Reach 
of human, Wiſdom could go noi farther than this i; 
to, adviſe. you to bear the Troubles and Perplexi- 


„ 


ties which you encounter in Life with Firmneſs andꝰ 
Tranquillity of Mind, becauſe it is the beſt Way 
to make them lighter and eaſier . but to be 
reſtleſs and impatient, to contend and ſtruggle, 
Will only ſerve to enrage your Pain, to gall and 
inflame that Wound you, cannot cure. Bur the 
Arguments which Chriſtianity propounds, are 
ſych as are indeed a juſt, and reaſonable Encou- 
ragement to us to bear Afflictions patiently :' It 
ſets before us, not the Example of a ſtupid Stoic, 
not the Example of an obſtinate Philoſopher, who 
ſeemed to have bardeped, himſelf againſt all Senſe 
of Pain, beyond the common Meaſures. of human 
Nature; but an Example that lies level to all 
Mankind; that of a Min Ake unto, ourſelves, 
Who had a tender Senſe, of the leaſt Sufferings, 
yet patiently e ee even JESUS, 
the, Anbar. and Finiſher of; gur Faith, who, fer the 
Foy that quas, ſet befars, Hym, endured the Graſs, des 
led the Shame, and is ſe 


me, et down at the right Hand 
* the Throne of God; to ſuccour all them who are 

made like unto Him, by patiently ſuffering Adver- 

| d Troubles and Sick neſſes And Chriſtianity 
ther teacheth us, not only to bear our Afflictions 

quicty, but to rejoice and triumph in, them; 

fofaſmuch as we arc aſſured that if we bear them 

We ought, theſe light, Afictins, iubich ort hut for 
Teen, al work. out for us, 4 far more exceeds 
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| who had been a great Studier and Admirer of the 
Stoical Philoſophy, lay upon his Death-Bed, 
and one of his Friends who came to viſit him, 
told him, that he needed not to uſe Arguments 
to perſuade him to Patience under his Pains; the 

| Philoſophy which he had ſtudied ſo much, would 
furniſh him with Motives enough to that pur- 
poſe; the dying Man only made this Anſwer, 
Domine Jeſu, da mihi Patientiam Chriſtianam, 
Loxp Jesvs, give me Chriſtian Patience. See 
I „ 
Of MxkEKNESs. 


HIS Virtue ſeems to be made of the two 

| foregoing, Humility and Patience, and ts 
directly oppoſite to Revenge and proud Wrath : 
for Pride above all Things renders Men peeviſhand 
captious ; quickly provoked and implacable when 
they are ſo; all which-is the Effe& of inſiſting 
upon greater Deference than others, who do not 
ſee with their partiaFEyes, can diſcover to be 
their due. This diſpoſes ſuch to return, though 
but a ſuſpected Aﬀront, with the utmoſt In- 
ſolence and Contempt; proud and haughty Scorner 
is his Name who dealeth in proud Wrath. And 
there is at the ſame Time a ſecret Purpoſe, not 
only to exalt themſelves, but to grieve and aMict 
their Neighbour, and avenge themſelves of him 
for the ill Treatment they have (or ſuppoſe 
| themſelves to have) received from him: But the 
Meek, the Conſiderate, and the Religious, are 
calm and cool, not haſtily inflamed, and exerciſe 
ſuch a Command over their own Tempers, that 
they are able to bear Injuries without being 
tranſported into any undue and intemperate 
„ Heats, 
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: Heats, and are never outrageous at any Time, 
or upon any Provocation whatſoever. Fr 
It is a great Piece of Prudence and much for 
our own Good, not to indulge Wrath, or give 
a looſe to an haſty and violent Spirit; becauſe to 
be angry and paſſionate, puts all the Powers of 
the Body and Mind into a Ferment and Agita- 
tion; and the Man takes a great deal of Pains to 
trouble and torment, and to revenge the Injury 
or Affront he has received upon his .ownſelf. 
What Agonies of Mind, what Diſorders of 
Spirits, what deſpicable Abſurdities in Behaviour, 
does it hurry Men into? What Virulence of 
Expreſſion; what : baſe divulging of Secrets, 
what Injuries and Violations of Friendſhip, 
which are (ure to be condemned ever after, but 
perhaps. can never be repaired? As a Ship in a 
high raging. Storm, when it has loſt its Pilot, 
drives againſt Sands and Rocks; ſo when this 
furious Storm of the Mind has drowned its Com- 


mander, Reaſon, nothing can be expected be- 


coming a Man or rational Creature; all is off 
the Poiſe, and his whole Frame is in Convulſions: 
Anger is defined a ſhort Fit cf Madneſs :” 
And there is no other Difference between a mad 
and a paſſionate Man, but that the firſt has loſt his 
"Underſtanding for good and all, and the other 
for a ſpace of Time. Theſe Things are ſo no- 
torious, and ſo incident to the Paſſion of Anger, 


that no Man can ever ſee another violently tranſ= 


ported with it, but he either pitieth or. deſpiſeth 
bim; and no one haz been ever ſo tranſported 
with it himſelf, who was not guilty of ſaying or 
doing ſomething, which upon a ſecond Reflection 
and in cocl Blood, he had ſufficient Cauſe to re- 
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pent and be aſhamed of. Therefore, as Solomon 
ſpeaks; The Diſcretion of a Man deferreth his An- 
ger, and it is his Glory to paſs by a Tranſgreſſin : 
He that is flow to Anger, is better than the Mighty, 


and he that ruleth his Spirit, than he that taketh a 


 firong City. The Scriptures of the New Teſta- 


ment aſſure us, that the Ornament of a meek and 


quiet Spirit is in the Sight of God of great Price: 


It adorned the whole Life of his beloved Son, 
our LoRD and SAvIOUuR JESUS CHRIsT, who 
left it to be the diſtinguiſhing Mark of his Dil- 


ciples, that we ſhould love one another; and 


beſides the Rewards of the next World, has pro- 


nounced preſent Happineſs and Felicity to the 
Meek. Bleſſed are the Meek; for they ſhall in- 
berit the Earth. FP 1 

Tietalittle while, ſays the Pſalmiſt, Pſalm xxxvii. 
10, 11. and the Ungodly ſhall be clean gone; thou 
falt look after his Place and he ſhall be away: But 
the Meek-ſpirited fhall poſſeſs the Earth, and ſhall 
be refreſhed in the Multitude of Peace. 


In Human Views, the Meek-ſpirited ſeem in 


great Danger of being trampled upon, and over- 
matched by the Fury and Haughtineſs of tyran- 
nizing Men, but Gop has aſſured them of his 
ſpecial Protection; and that their Enemies and 
Oppreflors ſhall be cut off, while they remain in 
and inherit the Land. And there is certainly a 
great Share of worldly Comfort and Felicity at- 
tending on the Meek and gcoJ-natured Chriſtian : 
He is ſo peaceable and eaſy in his Temper, that 
he has ſeldom any Controverſies with his Neigh- 
bours: He gives few Provocations, and therefore 
few are given to him: He has an Averſion t 
going to Law, and fo ſaves himſelf a great teal 
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the greateſt Bleſſings in Human 
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of Expence and Vexation of Spirit. By being 
Maſter of his own Paſſions, he will be able to 


work upon the Paſſions of other Men: Revenge 


and proud Wrath muſt be aſhamed of their own 
Deformity, when the oppoſite Grace of Meek- 
neſs comes in Competition with them. To be 
unprovoked at Injuries received, and to return 
them with Offices of Humanity and Beneficence, 
will always gain the Eſteem, if not the Affect- 


ions of an Enemy: As the meek Man does no 
Farm, but all the good he can to his Neigh- 


bours, he has commonly many Friends, but few, 


Enemies; and his Friends are generally the beſt, 


his Enemies the worſt Sort of Men: He will be 
beloved of many, but hated of none, whoſe Re- 
gard is of any Value ; if he meets with Crofles 
and Misfortunes, he will be ſure to find more 
Pity and Relief, than they who have been con- 
tentious and proud in their Behaviour, And 


laſtly, 


The meek Man will generally enjoy two of 
Lite, eace and 

uiet under his own Roof, and within his own 
Mind, Where Meekneſs reigns, where' it is 
cultivated and encouraged in a Family, it makes 


the Houſe a Caſtle, a Sanctuary, yea a Paradiſe. 


Huſbands and Wives, Children and Servants 
love their own Homes, and one another: All 
join unanimouſly in their reſpective Places to bear 
the Yoke, and to carry on the Concerns of Hu- 
man Life, e ed 
And finally, the meek Man, in whatever State 

is in, has learned to be content; he is ſatisfied 
wth what he has, and conſcious that he deſerves 
eis. He depends upon Gop for every Lag” 
F 95 8 that 
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that is fit and convenient for him ; acquieſces in 
every Diſpenſation of his Providence, and is 
conſtantly approved in his Sight, by being adorn- 


ed with the Ornament of a meek and quiet 


Spirit, which will ever appear more becoming 
than all the Inventions of Pride, and more pre- 


cious than all the Wealth of the whole World 


put together: So true is the Remark of the wiſe 
Man, Better is it to be of an humble Spirit with the 
Lowly, than to divide the Spoil with the Proud. 


/ CouRTEoOUSNESS., 


B E courteous, ſays the Apoſtle, Pet. iii. 8.—By 

which is meant ſuch a gentle Diſpoſition of 
Mind, as diſpoſes us not only to be inoffenſive, 
but agreeable and obliging in our Diſcourſe and 
Behaviour towards all with whom we converſe. 
This Virtue was ever in Eſteem even with the 


Heathens, who looked upon Courteſy and Aﬀa- 
bility, as neceſſary to ſweeten Life and Conver- 


| ſation; yet they were ſo far from making it a 


Part of their Religion, that there was one emi- 


nent Sect amongſt their Philoſophers who pro- 
feſſed the direct contrary, a moroſe churliſh 
Behaviour: But in the Goſpel, the Precept is 
not only urged to our Practice, but enforced | by 
the Example of our great Maſter, CHRIST, who, 
if we may ſo ſpeak, was the beſt tempered Man 


that ever was in the World. This ſurely muſt 


recommend his Doctrine to the Countenance 


and Eſteem of all the better Sort, as the Study . 


and Obſervance of it is the moſt likely Means to 
make a truly fine Gentleman, or a complete 


amiable Woman; and what the Poet ſays of a 


D'3 liberal 
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liberal, may with much greater Propriety be ap- 
plied to a religious Education; It ſoftens the 
- Manners, and ſuffers them not to be rude or 
fierce, We have a notable Inſtance of this 
Virtue, and its oppoſite Vice, in one Couple re- 
corded in ſacred Hiſtory, 1 Sam. xxv. 17. Nabal 
was of ſuch a churliſh crabbed Temper, that a 
Man could not ſpeak to him, and ſent ſuch an 
affronting Meſſage to David, that he vowed utter 
Deſtruction to Him and his whole Houſe j had 
not Abigail come forth and by her ſoft engaging 
Addreſs appeaſed his Wrath, and prevented the 
Execution of his haſty Deſigns; and ſo enamour- 
ed was the King with her ſweet Behaviour, that 
as ſoon as Nabal died, he took her to be his 
Wife. Courteouſneſs often exalts to high Places 
and Preferments ; and beſides the Peace and Good 
of Society, tends to advance the Individuals in 
every Station. A Man in Trade and Bufinefs, 
if he be four, moroſe and touchy in his Conver- 
fation, though he be ever ſo honeſt and juſt in his 
Dealings, will ſend many a Buyer away empty, 
to the Shop of a more obliging and civil Neigh- 

bour. The poor Man, who is willing to be 
helpful by his Labour, who ſpeaks reſpectfully 
to his Betters, and in all his Carriage diſcovers a 
meek and humble Spirit, will have many Friends; 
while Rudeneſs and Inſolence will bring the 
wretched Creature into a Sink of Beggary and 
Miſery: The well-bred Gentleman, and the ac- 
compliſhed Lady, will be ever diſtinguiſhed from 
the ignoble, though wealthy Part of Mankind, 
who affect an haughty, ſupercilious Carriage 
towards their Equals, and more eſpecially towards 
their Inferiors, and while theſe are hated and 
bh | deſpiſed 
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deſpiſed by both, the former will be continually _ 
winning the Eſteem of all around them; and . 
while they are imitating the Pattern, are fitting 


and preparing themſelves to be the Companions 


of Him, wd in the Days of his Youth zncreaſed 
in Wiſdom as well as Stature, and in Favour with 


God and Man, | 


Of Obedience and Reſpe to SUPERIORS, 


Heart, courteous and obliging towards all 'Men, 
will not fail to copy after him in his Deportment 


towards thoſe, who ſeemed to be his Superiors, 
while he appeared in the Likeneſs of Men. The 
ſame JEsus, although the Son of Gop and the 


Prince of Peace, yet became obedient in the Days 


of his Fleſh, refuſed not to pay Tribute unto 
Ceſar, and is ſaid to have bcen ſubject to his 


Parents. His Apoſt!-:s, and the Preachers of the 
Goſpel, every where enjoin ſuch Precepts as theſe 


— Honour thy Father and thy Mother, which is 


the firſt Commandment with Promiſe ; - with this 


Promiſe annexed to it, that it may be well with thee, 


and that thou mayeſt live long on the Earth, — Fear 
God, Honour the King Submit yourſelves to every 


Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sate, whether it 


be to the King as ſupreme, or unto Governors that 
are ſent by bim; for ſo is the Will of God. Children 
obey your Parents in all Things, for this is well 
pleaſing unto the Lord. Servants be obedient to them 
that are your Maſters — Servants obey. in all Things 
your Maſters : Not with Eye-fervice as Men-pleaſers, 


but as the Servants of Chriſt ; in ſingleneſs of Heart 


fearing 


HOEVER learns of Cur1sT the ſore- 
going Leſſon, to be meck and lowly in 
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feari ng God— flriving to pleaſe them in all Things; 
not anſwering again, not purloining, but ſhewing all 


22 good Fidelity; knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall re- 


ceiue your Reward. An extraordinary Inſtance 
of the Duties now before us, with the Recom- | 
pence of the Reward aſſured to them, is to be 
found in the Character of Joſeph, who was the 
completeſt and moſt appoſite Type of our Re- 
deemer amongſt all that had the Honour to 
prefigure Him in the Old Teſtament. Toſeph 
was the Son of Jacob, about ſeventeen Years 
of Age, beloved of his Father before all his 
Prethren, not only becauſe he was the Son of 
his old Age, but becauſe he feared Gop, and 
was more dutiful than any of the reſt ; this pro- 
voked their Envy againſt him, that they con- 
ſpired together to take away his Life ; but their 
horrid Deſign being overruled and prevented by 
the divine Providence, they ſold him to a Com- 
pany of Iſbmaelites who carried him into Egypt, 
and fold him again to Potiphar, a Captain of 
Pharaoh's Guard. This hard and injurious 


Treatment was enough to break the Heart of the 


innocent Youth, thus to be forced away from a 
tender indulgent Parent, and ſent to be a Slave in 
a ſtrange Family, and in a foreign Land. But 
God was with him, and ſupported him under all 
his Sufferings. His Fidelity and good Behaviour 
in his Servitude gained him the Eſteem of his 
Maſter ; who, although a Heathen, could not but 
perceive the ſpecial Influence of a Divine Power 
attending on him. After having ſerved his 
Maſter faithfully for a Time in the Condition of a 
menial inferior Servant, he was at laſt found 
worthy of a better Place, and advanced by 
II RT Potiphar 
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Potiphar to be Steward of his whole Eſtate; with 
ſuch an entire Confidence in his Underſtanding 
and Integrity, that he left the Care and Manage- 

ment of all to Jeſeph. He being a goodly Perſon, 
and well favoured, his Miſtreſs was enamoured 

with him, and ſo far indulged her vicious Paſſion, 
as to importune him Day by Day to lie with her. 

But that which had been all along the govern- 

ing Principle of his Actions, the Fear of diſ- 
pleaſing his Maker, now exerted itſelf with full 

Vigour, ſo that he rejected all her Solicitations 
with this brave Reply — How can I do ſo great a 
Sin and WWickedneſs againſt God? © 

Here was an eminent Example of Virtue and 

Chaſtity, as well as of Faithfulneſs and Integrity 
in the Duties of a Servant :—but behold the 
Event ! The enraged Adultreſs, when ſhe found 

her criminal Defires diſappointed, reſolved to be 

revenged of Joſeph, and as ſoon as his Maſter 
came Home, accuſed him of Incontinency, and 
an Attempt to defile his Bed. The credulous 

Man believing all that his Wife had told him, 

turns Jeſeph out of his Employment, and hurries 
him into Priſon. — But God was with him there; 
in a ſhort Time he becomes the Keeper's Fa- 

vourite, who committed every Thing to his Care. 
and whatever he did the Lord made it to proſper. 

While Fo/eph was in Priſon, two of Pharaob's 

Officers were ſent thither, one of whom being 

releaſed and reſtored to his Place, recommended 
| 7 to the King, who immediately ſent for 

im, took him into his Houſe, and finding him 

a wiſe and diſcreet Man, made him Ruler over 

all the Land of Egypt, and the very next to himſelf 

in the Kingdom, — 1 were all the man 
1 25 be 5 _ 
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and Misfortunes which Joſeph met with, ordered 
by the ſecret Deſignation of Providence, to work 
together for the Reward of his Virtue, and to 
advance him to the higheſt Honour in the Sight 
of Men. In the mean while a ſore: Famine. 
ariſing in the Land of Canaan, where his Father 
and Brethren dwelt, they were forced to go to 
Egypt for Suſtenance; and Joſeph being made 
known to them, he ſends for the Patriarch Jacob 
to come unto him, to ſee his Glory in Egypt, and to 
partake of his great Abundance. And now ob- 
ſerve his Behaviour towards his Father: — “ High 
* exalted as he was in the Court of the greateſt 
„Monarch upon Earth, he thought it no leſſen- 
« ing to bend before his aged Parent, and pay 
« him all the Marks of Submiſſion and Duty: 
« And he did this at a Time, when Jacob's Eyes 
« were dim and could not ſee, and conſequently 
« when he could not be upbraided by his Father 
for Want of due Reſpect, and probably would 
« not have been blamed by any other Mortal; 
4 for who would have been ſo vain as to. cenſure 
«<< the Conduct of One, who was at that Moment 
c in the fulleſt Reputation for Wiſdom and 
« Prudence of all Mortals then alive? Or if 
„ their Vanity would have carried them to 
« cenſure his Conduct, their Fear of Pharaoh's 
« firſt Miniſter, would certainly have obliged 
« them to keep their Thoughts to themſelves; 
< yet under all theſe Circumſtances of his Fa- 
« ther's Blindneſs, his own exalted Station, un- 
« rivaled Wiſdom; and uncontrouled Power, 
« Jaſeph's affectionate and dutiful Heart would 
ce not ſuffer him to diſpenſe with the leaſt Form 
ec of Reſpect and Veneration to his aged — 3 
Ts a 8 a N 66 for 
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« for we read, that when he brought his Sons 
« from between his Knees to preſent them to his 
„ Father, he bowed himſelf with his Face to 
the Earth. And ſurely there is not any one 
« Circumſtance of his Grandeur, that reflects I 
« half ſo much Luſtre upon his Character, as 3 
« this ſingle Inſtance of filial Humiliation. 
„When 1 conſider him upon his Knees to 
„ Gop, I regard him as a poor Mortal in the i | 
„ Diſcharge of his Duty to his Creator, of 1 
« adorable Majeſty and infinite Height above [1 
&. him ;—when I bzhold him bowing down to | 
% Pharaoh, I conſider him in the dutiful Poſture 14 
c of a Subject to a Prince, to whom he was in- 1 
c debted for the higheſt Exaltation and Honour; 
but when I ſee him bending to the Earth 
© before a poor, old, blind, decrepit Father, I 14 
« behold him with Admiration and Delight, i 
„ How doth that Humiliation exalt him? A Fa- 
„ ther, to whom he was ſo far from being in- | 
& debted for a great Fortune, or an honourable. 
% Support, that, on the contrary, his Father was. 
c obliged to him (as far as a Father could be) 
„ upon both theſe Accounts: He had no Eſtate 25 
c to ſettle, at leaſt none worth Jeſeph's Regard; 
& nor had his Son any Inheritance to hope for ; 
„ from him, but his Blefling; and that he | 
& thought he ought not to receive but in the i 
% Joweſt Poſture of Humiliation and. Reve- 
ee . 1 SIG 
Leet it only be added, that as it is the Duty of 
Children to obey and pleaſe their Parents in all 
Things, ſo it behoves them above all other 
Things to obey and pleaſe them in the important 
Article of Marriage. Their whole future Hap- 
- Org Se WY pineſs, | 
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60 On the Belief and Prafiice of 
pineſs, perhaps the Happineſs of both Worlds, 

and the Happineſs of Children yet unborn, may 
depend upon the Iſſue of this Goble Act; there- 
fore it is not to 'be undertaken rafhly or un- 
adviſedly, but with mature Deliberation and the 
beſt Advice. And whoſe Advice is ſo likely to 
be ſucceſsful as that of Parents? Their Age and 
Experience in the World, renders them capable 


of forming a better Judgment than young Perſons 


can for themſelves; and if they be good Parents, 


they will love their Children better than they do 755 


themſelves, and not croſs their Inclinations, un- 
leſs for ſome apparent and weighty Reaſons; 
will conſult their rea] Intereſt and well-Being in 
this World, and in the World to come; and 
prefer it to any temporary Conſideration what- 
 foever. CS, | 1 1 
. To the Counſel of ſuch Parents all young 
| Perſons ought to hearken, ſo may they hope Gop 
will be with them, as he was with 7o/eph, amidſt 
all the Changes and Chances of this mortal Life, 
until he is pleaſed to exalt them to his own 
eternal Glory. In fine, Obedience to Parents 
is the Beginning of Wiſdom? the beſt Proof 
young Perſons of every Rank can give of the 
Sincerity of their Religion, that they live in the 
Fear of Gop, and a conſcientious Regard to the 
divine Laws, It will form and habituate them 
to ſuch a Demeanour, as will render them 
amiable in all the Relations of a ſocial Life; and 
finally qualify them for that bleſſed Society where 


their whole Employment will be to honour, obey, 


and do the Will of their Father which is in 
Heaven. OS £90 on” 
4 Of 
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Of RicHTEOuUsNEss or JUSTICE. 


| T Hl Virtue is taught in the Goſpel of JEæsus 
1 CarisrT in ſuch an high Degree, and in ſo 
excellent a Manner, as never before entered into 
the Heart of the wiſeſt Moraliſt, or Philoſopher ; 
and our LoRD has annexed ſuch Encouragements 
and Rewards to the Practice of it, as no Man, 
without a ſpecial Commiſſion and Authority 
from Gop, could poflibly*have propoſed to the 
World. He has ſaid more in one ſingle Sentence 
to excite Mankind to follow after it, than is to 
be found in all the moſt eloquent and elaborate 
Reaſonings that ever appeared on this Subject. 
Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after Righ= 
teouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. | 2 11 
Here we are inſtructed that our natural Paſſions 11 
are to be exerciſed in the Attainment of this 
Virtue, and that we ſhould inure ourſelves to 
fuch an Habit of thinking, to ſuch a Tenderneſs 
of Conſcience, as never to reſt eaſy in our own 
Minds, till we have done the Thing that is 
right; and that we ſhould always ſet before our 
Eyes this important and certain Truth, “that 
_* honeſt and upright Dealing is the Way to be 
“ happy both in this World and that which is 
« to come.” Our Lord has likewiſe given us 
a Rule of Righteouſneſs, whereby to meaſure all 
our Actions in our Converſation with one ano- 
ther, which if we duly obſerve, we cannot err; 
| but ſhall do all that the Laws of Juſtice, Equity, | 
and good Conſcience will dictate to be due to 4 
our Neighbour— The Rule is this“ Whatſo- 
ever ye would that men ſhould do unto yous 
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62 On the Belief and Practice of 
& do ye even ſo unto them.” Our Lokp's Ex- 
preſſion of hungering and thirfling after Righteouſ- 
neſs is extremely beautiful. and ſignificant, being 
directly oppoſed to the Sin of Covetouſneſs, 
which. is the wiſhing for, a craving and longing 
after, and eagerly deſiring the Things which 
God hath given to. another Man. An Inſtance 
of which is ſeen in Ahab, all whoſe other Paſſions. 
ſeemed to centre in this one, the hungering and 
thirſting after Naboth's Vineyard: He could not 
eat, or drink, or ſleep till he got Poſſeſſion of it, 
though by Violence and Bloodſhed. Daily Ex- 
perience ſhews, that Men are often inſenſibly 
carried by the Biaſſes of worldly Intereſt or Self- 
love, and ſometimes of Neceſſity, to follow 
what they know in their own Judgments to be 
wrong. They ſin and do wickedly againſt the 
manifeſt Convictions. of their own. Minds, and 
yield to the Temptation, in ſpite of all the Cheeks 
and Recoilings of Confcience; and if: there is not 
a ſuperior inclination. to Juſtice and Righteouſ- 
neſs, to act againſt and overrule the Prejudices of 
Intereſt, Self-love or Neceflity, our Underſtand- 
ings will, like a bribed. and corrupt Judge, de- 
termine on the wrong Side: and our Hearts and 
Hands will join in going aſter our Covetouſneſs, 
Therefore the Profeſſors of the Goſpel are en- 
joined to. cultivate in their Minds ſuch. a ſtrong 
Propenſity and Inclination to Juſtice, that they 
may. come up to that Meaſure and. Standard of it 
which our Lord has propounded, of doing to 
others, as we would. be done unto, in the like 
Circumſtances; and he that cannot be depended 
upon for the Sincerity of his Words, the Truth 
and. Fidelity of his Promiſes, the Fairneſs of his 
| bs Accounts, 
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Accounts, or the due Diſcharge of any Truſt 
committed to him; he that will falſify or equivo- 
| cate, or ſpeak ambiguouſly ; he that will exact 
of or deal hardly by, he that will in any wiſe 
injure, over-reach, deceive or diſappoint his 
Neiphbour, tranſgreſſes the great good Rule; and 
whatever Profeſſion he may make of Religion, 
he is no Chriſtian, all his Doings are nothing 


It is farther intimated, in that excellent ſaying 
of our Saviour abovementioned, that if we have 
| borrowed ought of another Man, and are in- 
debted to him for any valuable Conſideration, 
we ſhould be as uneaſy till we have made Reſti- 
tution, as an hungry or thirſty Soul till his Ap- 
petite is ſatisfied. The Scriptures have ſet it 
down as the Mark of an ungadly Man, That he 
Borrotbeth and payeth not again. And in Caſe we 
are ſo involved that all we have is not more than 
_ ſufficient to pay our juſt Debts, it is far better to 
ſtrip ourſelves naked, and caſt our whole Care 
upon Providence, than. to feather our. Neſts with 
Spoils taken from other Mens Subſtance.  _ 
The Motives ſet before us to encourage the 
Obſervance of ſtrict Juſtice and Righteouſneſs in 
_ thoſe Inſtances, and in that Degree which has 
been mentioned, are very weighty and powerful, 
I had almoſt ſaid irreſiſtible; grounded upon an 
expreſs Promiſe from Gop himſelf, that they 
who thus hunger and thirſt after. Righteouſneſs, 
ſhall be filled; ſhall be fed to their Satisfaction, 
i e,—that Men of truly honeſt Principles who 
are conſcientiouſly juſt in all their Dealings, 
ſhall never ſuffer any Want or Diſtreſs on Ac- 
count of their Honeſty ; at leaſt all Things 9 


64 On the Bilief and Prafiice of 


be ordered to work together for their greateſt | 
Good and Benefit in the End. —Verily there is a 
Reward for the Righteous, as ſure as there is a 


Go that governs the Earth. It is neceſſary for 


the Support and Well-being of Society that there 

ſhould be different Orders and Degrees among 
Men; ſome rich and others poor; ſome ſuperior 
and others inferior; fome to command and rule, 
others to obey and ſerve; ſome to live in Eaſe 


and Plenty, others to be brought up to Fatigue 


and Labour; and Gop, has not any where de- 


clared that he will raiſe all honeſt upright Perſons 


to the higheſt Rank of Mankind; nor that he 


will fill them with great Abundance of this 


World's Goods; but he has. promiſed to feed 
them with Food convenient for them; to be 


with them, and to bleſs them in all the Changes 


and Chances of this mortal Life; and to place 
them in ſuch a State, as may be for their greateſt 
Advantage in Regard to both Worlds. For thus 


faith the LorpD in his Holy Word, Ja. xxxiii. 
15, 16. He that walketh rightecuſly, and ſpeaketh 


uprightly; He that deſpiſeth the Gain Oppreſſions, 
and fſhaketh his Hands from holding Bribes; that 


floppeth his Ears from hearing of Blood, and fhutteth 


his Eyes from ſeeing Evil; He ſhall dwell on high; 
his Place of Defence ſhall be the Munitions of Rocks; 
Bread ſhall be given him, and his Waters ſhall be 


ſure. But while he blefſeth the Habitation of the 


uſt, it is declared, on the other hand, that the 
Curſe of the Lord is in the Houſe of the wicked, or 
diſhoneſt Perſon, and that it ſhall remain in the 


midſt of his Houſe, and ſhall conſume it with the 


Timber thereof, and the Stones thereof, Prov. iii. 


BY 33. Zech. u. 4. And in another Place, He that 


8 getteth | 
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getteth Riches, and not by Right, ſhall leave them in 
| the midſt of his Days, Jer. xvii. 11. g 
Theſe Paſſages will bring to our Remembrance 
a very remarkable Incident which happened at 
1 Wiltfoire. 5 Ads 
Three Women bargained for a certain Quan- 
tity of Corn, and when the Price of it was to be 
paid, one of them fraudulently ſecreted her 
Quota ; with which being charged by the other 


two, the proteſted with the moſt ſolemn Aſſever- 


ations that ſhe had paid the Money, and prayed 


that if ſhe did not ſpeak Truth, God would im- 


mediately ſtrike her dead, The Words were ſcarce 


out of her Mouth, when ſhe dropt down dead, 


and the Money was found in her Poſſeſſion.” 


A Memorial of this extraordinary Event was 
written upon a painted Board, fixed up at the 


Market-Croſs, where the Thing happened. 

Mauſt not this and ſuch-like Inſtances, many of 
which occur in Hiſtory, confirm our Belief in 
the Doctrine of a Particular Providence, watching 


cover the Righteous, and finding out the Iniquity 


of them that do Evil, however concealed or 
| ſkreened from the Cenſure of Human Laws ! 


On TEMrERANcE. 


5 FE Health of Body and a clear Head, if ſound. 
| good Appetite, be the moſt. 
valuable Bleſſings Nature can beſtow upon us, 
then Temperance, the ſure divine Guardian of 


Sleep, and a 


them all, muſt be numbered among the greateſt. 
Felicities of Human Life. The ſober, regular 


and careful Liver, is briſk and active, and fit for 
| Buſineſs ; always in 2 Capacity to turn his | 


Thoughts 
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Thoughts this Way or that; to forecaſt and con- 
trive, which is the moſt probable Method to ſuc- 
ceed and proſper in his honeſt Undertakings, and 
cannot eaſily be deceived or impoſed upon by the 
crafty Dealer: And if Fortune has ſet him above 
any common Occupation and Employment; it 
his Circumſtances are ſuch, that he can live 
without Buſineſs, yet he hates above all Things 
the living in Idleneſs, and will make Buſineſs to 
himſelf; will uſe of Choice what the laborious 
Part of Mankind are obliged to of Neceſſity, 
Abſtinence and Exerciſe. 15 . 
Some time ago, a noble Lord of this Kingdom, 
in a Letter to a Friend, added the following 
— | F 

l am now in my eightieth Vear: I write 
© this without Spectacles: I enjoy a” greater 
„ ſhare of Health than I could expect at this 
Time of Life: and all owing, under the di- 
vine Blefling, to Care and Moderation in my 
“ Diet, and riding every Day about two Hours 
«© before Dinner.” 1 5 

For laſtly, the temperate Man, who abhors 
dainty Meats, and a delicate Palate, and chuſes 
only plain and wholeſome Diet, makes it his 
conſtant Practice to implore the divine Bleſſing 
upon the good Creatures he receives, to ſanctify 
them to his Uſe and Nouriſhment, that they 
may preſerve him to a good old Age, at leaſt to 
the longeſt Period which the wiſe Creator has 
aſſigned for his Continuance here on Earth; and 
by ſuch a Method of virtuous Living, he has 
qualified himſelf for the Society of pure Spirits, 


refined from the Defilements and Corruptions of 


Sin; yea has made himſelf fit to be TINS 5 
. | * 
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of his Redeemer, who, though He bad the Ful- 
neſs of the whole Earth at his Command, yet 


choſe a- State of Abſtinence or rather Poverty, 


neglecting the carnal Enjoyments of Life, and 


accounting it his only Meat and Drink to do his 


Father's Will, and to fulßl all Rightecuſneſs. 
On the other hand, Intemperance may be 
juſtly eſteemed the greateſt Curſe that can befal 
a rational Creature, becauſe to ſuch a Being, it 


deſtroyeth every good End, every Satisfaction 


and Enjoyment in Life. The intemperate Man 
is unfit for Buſineſs or "Friendſhip, unfit for 
Converſation, and molt of all unfit for Devotion; 
and if in his ſober Intervals he makes Pretenſions 
to Religion, it muſt be a notorious Impoſture 

and Self-Deceit, while he lives in the Practice 


of ſuch a deadly Sin; and he acts as much 


counter to the Dictates of mere Nature, as he 


does to the Rules of Reaſon and Religion; for 
Self Preſervation is a Principle implanted in the 


Conſtitution of every living Creature: the brute 
Beaſts, who have no Underſtanding, will not be 
brought to eat or drink what is injurious to their 
Nature; but the luxurious or intemperate Liver, 
though he knows, and is often warned of the 


Conſequence, yet will indulge his Appetite to 


the utter Deſtruction of his Life and Health. 
To devour Fowls, Fiſh and Fleſh, Wines 

and Spices, Sauces rich with many Ingredients, 

Confections, Gellies and Fruits of various Kinds, 


what an unnatural Motion, what Counter-Fer- 
ments muſt ſuch a Courſe of Intemperance pro- 
duce in the Body? And when we ſee Tables 
conſtantly furniſhed with ſuch ſumptuous Fare, 
we may ſee Gouts and Dropſies, Fevers and 


Lethargies, 
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Lethargies, and a whole Train of Diſtempers, 
lying in Ambuſcade among the Diſhes, It is 
fad to conſider what Numbers there are, to 
whom kind Providence has given a vigorous and 
hearty Conſtitution, who are ungratefully abuſing _ 
and impairing it every Day by exceflive Drink- 
ing, and ſitting up to unſeaſonable Hours of the 
Night; who devote their beſt Days to the Ser- 
vice of Sin, and reap very early the Reward of their 
Folly, which is Sickneſs, Weakneſs and Death. 


| Down the ſmooth Stream of Life the Stripling darts 
Gay as the Morn, bright grows the vernal Sky, 
Hope ſwells his Sails and Paſſion ſteers his Courſe; 
Safe glides his little Bark along the Shore | 
Where Virtue takes her Stand; but if too far 
He lanches forth beyond Diferetion's Mark, 
Sudden the Tempeſt ſcowls, the Surges roar, 
Blot his fair Day and plunge him in the Deep. 
O ſad, but fure Miſchance! O happier far 
To lie like gallant Howe midſt Indian Wilds 
A breathleſs Corpſe, cut off by ſavage Hands 
In earlieſt Prime, a generous Sacrifice 
To Freedom's holy Cauſe ; than ſo to fall 
Torn immature from Life's Meridian Joys 
A Prey to Vice, Intemp'rance and Diſeaſe. 3 
Ee 3 5 Poxrzus. 
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What Phrenſies, what Outrages and Murders, 
what fooliſh and ridiculous Actions, what re- 
vealing of Secrets, what bitter Language, have 
been occaſioned. by this one Sin, Intemperance! 
Vet it is in no other Inſtance ſo pernicious to. 
Mankind as in its Enmity to the great . 

| 5 ; - Virtue 


ͤ———— —— — 
* — 
—_ — * 
— — — — ——ünuꝗ — ti bn, 


AASA” 
* 
— — ne 3a 


— 


— —— — * - 7 * my 
. - 4 ” os 4 _ 
F. ns — * * _ CE CP" — 
— — 2 —— - 
— n= 4 w — _—_ +a 
4 > N . 3 WE” — 
[9 


the TRUE RELIGION. 


' thoſe who have ſet up for Reformers of Man- 
kind, have always made Temperance a Funda- 
mental in their Regulations; and for the ſame 
Reaſon. we are commanded in the Scriptures (in- 
finitely the wiſeſt and moſt perfect Syſtem of 
Philoſophy that ever was formed) to make no Pro- 
viſion for the Fleſh, to Fulfil the Luſis thereof; and 
to wall honefily as in the Day, not in Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, not in Strife and Envying; theſe 
Vices being the natural Effects of Intemperance , 
and Exceſs; by which the Blood is inflamed, 
the Head is diſturbed, the Heart perverted, and 
Men become a Prey to every Temptation, and 
every Folly in Life: and although Sottiſnneſs be 
ſhameful and indecent in Perſons of all Ages, 
yet it is moſt dangerous and pernicious in Youth, 
whoſe natural Heat and Giddineſs are apt enough 
of themſelves to throw them into many Extrava- 
gances, that they had need of themſelves be 
careful to avoid any artificial or additional In- 
© flammation of their Blood at that Period. Their 


_ Conſtitution is already too much in the Power of 


their Paſſions, ſo that it is their Wiſdom and In- 
+ tereſt to reſtrain them, by the united Forces of 
| Reaſon, Religion and Abſtinence. A moderate 


Proportion of Meat and Drink ſtrengthens and 


| refreſhes, and enables us to perform with Vigour 
the ſeveral Functions aſſigned to us in Life; the 
Student to read and meditate; the Tradeſman, 
Artificer, and Huſbandman, to apply themſelves 
to the Buſineſs of their proper Callings: But Ful- 
neſs and Exceſs obſtruct the fine Springs and 
Movements of the Mind, and render the Work- 
ings of it confuſed and irregular ; ſo that _ 
© : 1 


* 


Virtue of Chaſtity; no wonder then that all 
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Man becomes unfit for Study, and moſt unfit for 
the Service of his Maker; and much Time muſt 
be waſted in Sleep, which ought to have been 
employed to ſome uſeful Purpoſes, It has been 
finely obſerved of intemperate Drinking, “that 
if ſit had been appointed as a Puniſhment, he 
had been reckoned a more than ordinary T y- 
rant that invented it.”—And yet ſurely the 

Evils that ſuch an one would inflict upon Man- 
kind were light and inconſiderable, in Com- 
. pariſon of thoſe which immoderate Drinkeis bring 
upon themſelves ; for the Pain ariſing from forced 
Liquor would ſoon! be over; but theſe thought- 
leſs Sinners not only bring Pain and Sorrow ta 
their Bodies, but ſink themſelves down to ever- 
laſting Perdition: it being poſitively declared in 
the divine Word, that“ they who do ſuch Tbings 
5 ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Gop.” 

It is to be conſidered farther, that the Diſciples 
of JesUs CHRIST are required to be temperate in 
all Things; not only in Meat and Drink, but 
likewiſe in Apparel. And if we look back to 
the Original of Cloathing, occaſioned, alas! by 
the Fall and Tranſgreſſion of our firſt Parents, 
we ought to be modeſt and humble under the 
Reflection of loſt Innocency, and not to vaunt 
ourſelves in that, which was done to hide our 
Nakedneſs and Shame. [ 

Dreſs is intended for Diſtinction of the ſeveral 
Orders and Stations of Life, as well as for Or- 
nament, and Security from Weather. And as 
God has placed ſome in higher Conditions than 
others, it is fit and reaſonable that our Cloathing 
ſhould be ſuitable to our Circumſtances in Life; 


to {REED Men within their ſeveral * and 
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Character and Condition of their Superiors; but 
when Perſons of either Sex, not content with that 
Sort. of Cloathing which is agreeable to their 
Sex and Circumſtances, ſtrive to exceed, or 


| equal that of an higher Rank; the Glare of ſuch. 


a gaudy Dreſs tinctures the Mind with vain, 
fantaſtick Ideas, and becomes an [Inlet to the 
worſt of Vanities; it naturally ſeduces, from the 
Ways of Piety, Truth and Virtue; makes the 
Cloſet, inſtead of a Sanctuary for Devotion, an 


| Aſylum of Pride and Self-Admiration; and per- 


verts the Deſign of aſſembling in the Houſe of 
Soy; ſo that the fine and gay go thither with 
the ſame Views as to a Theatre, to ſee. and to 
be ſeen of others, This Love of Vanity, when 
it has onee taken Poſſeſſion of the Soul, induceth 
an Indiſpoſition to Induſtry and uſefu] Purſuits ; 
yet creates a Neceſſity of greater Expence, which 
muſt be ſupported at all Hazards; if it cannot 
by Induſtry and honeſt Means, it muſt be done 
by bad Practices of ſome kind or other, -+ 

The Hiſtory of Gebazi, 2 Kings v. 20. is dread- 
fully inſtructive, how ſtrictly we ought to be 
upon our Guard Jeſt we be tempted by a Fond- 


neſs of fine Dreſs, to trample under Foot the 


Duties we owe to Gop and our Neighbour. 


When Naaman was healed of his Leproſy by the 

Prophet Eliſha, he would fain have made him a 
Preſent, in Token of his Gratitude, which the 
Man of God abſoJutely refuſed ; but his Servant, 


ambitious of enriching and adorning himſelf 
with Syrian Garments, reſolved at once to diſgrace 
his Maſter, the Religion of his Gop, and to de- 
fraud Naaman, rather than leave his vicious 
5 1 e Appetite 
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Diſtricts, that they may not incroach upon the 
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Appetite unſatisfied: but the Spirit of Gor, | 
which ſaw the ſecret Purpoſes of his Heart, ſug- | 
geſted to the Prophet a Puniſhment: every way 
"accommodated to the Circumſtances of his Guilt, 
and inflicted a Diſtemper upon him which made 
*thoſe Vanities uſeleſs at once; fine Garments 
would but ill become a leprous, or diſeaſed Car. 
caſe. In fine, Extreamly blameable are all they, 
and act quite contrary to their Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſion, who delight to make a ſhew in the Eyes of 
'the World, with coftly Array and many Changes 
of Raiment, and ſpend all the Superfluities of their 
Subſtance in Extravagance of Dreſs, or luxurious 
Living ; while they have nothing to ſpare for 
better Purpoſes, and are quite deficient in thoſe 
noble Acts of Liberality, Feeding the Hungry; 
Cloathing the Naked; Viſiting the Sick, the Fa- 
'therleſs and Widows in their Afliclioon. 


On CnasTITyY, 


T HE Scriptures written for our Inſtruction 
in every Thing that is pure and of good 
Report, exhort to Shamefacedneſs and Modeſty, 
as a Grace that becometh Women. profefling 
'Godlineſs : an Ornament, which, like that of a 
meek and quiet Spirit, is of great Price in the 
Sight of Gop and good Men. An excellent 
Pattern of this becoming Grace we find in Re- 
bekah, who, when Jſaac was coming to ſee her, 
and to pay his Court to her, enquired of his Ser- 
vant, who he was? and when ſhe underſtood it 
was his Maſter, ſhe did not betray a fooliſh 
Fondneſs ; ſhe was not forward, or in haſte to 
acquaint herſelf with him and receive his 'Carcfles; 
& 22h | | „ {UL 
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but ſhe ſtopped, ſhe took a Veil and covered her 
thoſe Days, upon the like Occaſions. Happy 


had it been for Dinah the Daughter of Jacob, to 
have learned the Prudence and Caution of her 
Grandmother Rebekah, But her Behaviour was 
very different; for being about fifteen or ſixteen: . 
Years of Age, ſhe had the Curioſity to make a4 
Viſit to the Daughters of a ſtrange Land; ſhe. 


went unattended and unguarded, to ſee the fine 


People and Faſhions of the Place, at ſome public - 


Shew ; ſhe went to ſee and be ſeen, if not into 
their Company, yet to gaze on the Youths of a 
vicious Court. Dangerous Adventure! and 


fatal was the Conſequence: for when Shechem, 


the Hivite Prince of the Country, ſaw her, he 
followed her, he took ber, and lay with her, and 
defiled her. „ e 
Modeſty, as it is the peculiar Grace and Orna- 
ment of the female Sex, ought to be preſerved 
with the utmoſt Care and Conſtancy, and to be 
kept inviolable. It is the greateſt Fence, and 
Safeguard, and Security of their Virtues; any 


Breach or Tranſgreſſion of it, is extremely 


hazardous, and often makes a Gap for Vice to 
enter in at. A Slip in a Woman's Honour is 
irrecoverable: the World is too ill-natured to 


5 forget, much leſs to forgive, one ſingle Injury of 


this Kind. 


The Heathen Philoſophers confined the Virtue 


of Chaſtity to this one Sex only. Fæminarum eft 
i/ta Virtus, ſays the Orator ; an evident Proof of 
the Inſufficiency, or rather Corruptneſs of that 


| which is called the Religion of Nature The 


Chriſtian Religion teacheth us other Things ; 


chat the Tranigreſſion > the Divine Command. 


in 


Face, as was the Manner of chaſte Virgins in 
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in either Sex, is a great Wickedneſs and Sin 


azainſt Gop, The Youth who was fo duciful 
and obedient to his Parents that he was beloved 
by them above all their other Children, was no 
leſs dutiful and obedient to his Heavenly Father, 
and reſolutely withſtood the Solicitations of a 
libidinous Miſtreſs, refuſing to be drawn into a 
ſinful Compliance, by the largeſt Offers that 
could be made him. The Holy Spirit of Gop, in 
the Perſon of an affectionate Father, ſpeaks thus 
to every Youth ; Ay Son, if Sinners entice thee, 
conſent not. The ſame Advice does every good 
- earthly Parent give to his Child, when he is ap- 
proaching to Man's Eſtate:—* My Son, if Sin- 
« ners, or if thine own Heart's Luſt entice thee 
c to do wickedly; Conſent not.” And canſt 
thou, O young Man, reject or deſpiſe the Counſel 
of One who loves thee better than thou loveſt 
_ thine ownſelf? TOE Wh WRT rn, 
When thou art tempted to ſin, ſtop and con- 
ſider, if thou ſhouldſt comply, what piercing 
Sorrows and Heart-breakings thou wilt occaſion 
to the Father that begat, or the Mother that 
bare thee. Wilt thou be the Wretch that ſhalt 
thus requite thy Parents for the good Deeds they 
| have done to thee? That ſhalt. put them to 
Shame and Grief, who have brought thee up 
with ſo much Tenderneſs and Care? Canſt thou 
bear to fee the Tears run down their aged 
| Cheeks? To hear them with trembling Voices 
lamenting your unhappy Caſe? Their dear 
Child, the Hope and Comfort of their declining. 
Age, ſpoiled of his Strength and Beauty, de- 
formed by a Vice of the deepeſt Dye, and ren- 
| der d odious to Gop and Man! Nor will one 
Flood of Tears be able to waſh away the Re- 
NA | } ; membrance 
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membrance of ſuch an affecting Occurrence: it 
will continually ſit upon their Minds, to torment 
and vex them, to ſhorten their Days, and in a 
little Time to bring down their gray Hairs with 
Sorrow to the Grave. | | 
This one Conſideration, were there none but 
this, will prevail upon every ingenuous Child to 
mortify his corrupt affections, and to abſtain 
from fleſhly Luſts, that he may not become a 
Parricide, nor bring upon himſelf the horrible 
Guilt of murdering his Father or his Mother. 
But the Parent may be gone before, and not ſee 
the Follies of his Child; yet know, O young 
Man, that if thou walkeſt in the Ways of thine 
own Heart, and in the Sight of thine own Eyes, 
there is a Gop who for all theſe Things will 
bring thee into Judgment; who is about thy Bed, 
and about thy Path, and from whoſe all ſeeing 
Eye no Act of Uncleanneſs can be accented 
either by Privacy or Darkneſs; he will make thee 
ſenſible of his angry Preſence, and will terrify 
thee with the Pangs of a wounded Conſcience, 
far more dreadful than all thoſe bodily Pains 
which are the natural Effects of Lewdneſs and 
Senſuality; for as a pious Writer ſpeaks, * end- 
<« leſs Diſquiet and Regret muſt one Act of this 
„ Kind affix to the Soul. The Pleaſure of ſuch 
« an Action reſulted from the momentary Ap- 
« petite, and muſt die with it; but the Regret 
'« of ſo much Vileneſs ariſeth from the Soul, and 
« muſt continue with it; and although Men 
« may endeavour to bury ſuch Reflections in 
ce the Hurry and Amuſements of Life, yet they 
% may aſſure themſelves they will find them 
„ again in every Interval of Reflection; they 
l 5 ee, 
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% may aſſure themſelves they will return with 
c ten · fold Horror at the Hour of Death, (and 
« what is inftnitely worſe) at the Day of Judg- 
«© ment.“ „ =. 
| Reaſon is given to Man to govern the lower 
 Appetites and to keep them within their due 
Bounds : in this conſiſts the Virtue of a Man: 
this is the Trial to which we are called; and the 
| Prize contended for is no leſs than Immortality. 
We are born to live for ever; we are deſigned 
for nobler Enjoyments than any this Life affords; 
the Aſſurance of which ſhould be a conſtant 
Argument to us to remember the Dignity of our 
Natures, to employ our Reaſon to the Purpoſes 
for which it was given us, and to reſtrain thoſe 
Appetites, which if indulged, ſet us upon a 
Level with the Beaſts that periſh, and diſqualify 


us for that Happineſs reſerved for us in a future 


everlaſting State, Even the innocent Pleaſures 
and Delights of the World are below our Care, 
and unworthy Objects of our Deſires, being 
frail, tranſitory, uncertain, and we immortal: 
They may be uſed for our Amuſement and Diver- 
ſion, yet are not good enough to become our 
Buſineſs, or to employ much of our Time in the 
Purſuit of them; but the guilty Pleaſures of Sin, 

the ſenſual Enjoyments and Pollutions of the 
World, are to be looked upon as our greateſt 
Enemies, as Thieves and Robbers, which infeſt 
our Road, and lie in Wait to take away our 
moſt valuable Treafure, our Innocency, our 
good Name, and the hopes of Immortality, which 
all die away at once, if we fall into the Snares 
of Senſuality. e 5 
Look forward on the one Hand to the Glory 
which is placed before you; the everlaſting 
+ SA e Habitations 
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Habitations prepared for thoſe, who ſerve their 
Maker in Holineſs, and keep themſelves un- 


| ſpotted from the World: View, on the other 


Hand, the Temptations and Allurements that 
ſurround you, that would. eternally deprive and 


rob you of all your Hopes of Glory; and tel! 


me, what more powerful Argument there can 
be to abſtain from fleſhly Luſts than this, that 
Te are Strangers and Pilgrims upon Earth, and look 


for another, even an heavenly Habitation. And 


| farther, in Order to be fitting and qualifying 
ourſelves for the Enjoyment of a future everlaſt- 
ing State, we — keep our Hearts with all 
Diligence, watch the firſt Motions and Tenden- 
cies of them, reſtrain and ſuppreſs, as much as 


poſſible, all impure and filthy Imaginations, and 


by no Means entertain, or harbour them in our 
Minds; fleeing with the Reſolution of a Chriſ- 


tian, from all ſuch Places or Objects as are 


likely to occaſion _ wanton or laſcivious 
Thoughts. To take Pains with ourſelves, . to 
ſubdue our corrupt Appetites,. and to bring into 
Subjection every Thought that exalteth itſelf 
_ againſt the Purity of the Goſpel, will be highly 

worth our while, and will be rewarded with the 
greateſt Bleſſings both of this World and the 
next. It will let in Heaven upon us, and invite 
the divine Blefling into our Souls, as into a 
Temple, pure and holy, and conſecrated to our 


Maker's Service; Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, 


for they ſhall ſee God. While we are encompaſſed 


with this Veil of Fleſh, ſtanding between us ane 
the unſeen World, we muſt be content to know: . : 
that Gop is preſent with us by the bleſſed Effects 
that his Holy Spirit produceth in us. What 


virtuous Thoughts does he awaken and excite in 


E 3 us! 
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us! What inward Complacency and Satisfaction 
does he convey into our Minds ! He is a Soul 
within a Soul, to enlighten our Underſtandings, 
to aſſiſt us in rectifying our Wills, and purifying 
our Affections. From his Preſence there ariſeth 
a continual Spring of Conſolation in every Time 
of Trouble; the comfortable Aſſurance of the 
ready Help of a Friend, always at Hand and 
nearer to us than any Thing that is capable of 
Hurting or annoying us. We ſhall receive greater 
Satisfaction from the Senſe of Gop's Favour 
and Loving-kindneſs than from the Converſation 
of any Friend or Perſon here on Earth.—And ac 
the 1 of Death we may conſider the Pains of 
our Diſſolution, to be nothing more than the 
breaking down the Partition, which has ſo long 
intercepted the glorious Object, and ſtood be- 
tween our Souls, and the Sight of that Gop, 
who is now about to manifeſt his Preſence to us, 
in Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. To ſee 
CoD in the other World; what is it? It is the 
Height and Completion of all Happineſs. A 
Fullnefs of Pleaſure, ſuch as is not in the Power 
of Language to deſcribe, or the Heart to con- 
ceive. Were all the Honours and Delights, all 
the Riches, Glories, and Enjoyments of this 
lower World to be put together in the greateſt 
Perfection, they would not bear the leaſt Pro- 
portion to that Bleſſedneſs which is reſerved for 
the Pure in Heart, to that Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which is laid up for them who have fought 
a good Fight, and have finiſhed their Courſe 
on Honour and the Approbation of their 
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On BENEVOLENCE and CHARITY, 


'T* HE wiſe Solomon, who had the moſt exten= 


ſive Knowledge of the World, and the 
greateſt Experience of its Riches and Enjoyments 
of any Man that ever lived, declares. poſitively 
that he knew there was no Good in them, but for a 


Man to rejoice and 10 do Good in his Life. And 


the Juſtneſs of the Royal Preacher's Obſervation 


- will appear, by taking a very ſhort Survey of the 


State of Human Life, Some have great Plenty 
and Abundance, and are accommodated with all 


the Comforts and Conveniences of Life, ſo that 
one would think they might ſay to themſelves, 


Soul take thine Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry.“ 
But this one Thing, the having no Buſmeſs to 
follow, no Employment to be exercifed in; or 

the indulging their Appetites in luxurious Living, 
brings on Diſtempers and an infirm Conſtitution, 
ſo that although they poſſeſs all that the World 
can give, they enjoy nothing. Others, who are 
in outward Appearance fortunate and proſperous, 


yet are unhappy, reſtleſs and diſſatisfied in their 


own Minds, and are utterly void of that inward 


Peace, which is the Source of all Pleaſure. And 


others we may ſee, employing the Gifts which 
Soy has liberally beſtowed upon them, in the 

Purchaſe of Vice and all that Train of Evils 
which generally accompany it, and make them- 
ſelves extremely miſerable, by thoſe very Means 


whereby they might have made themſelves and 


many others happy. But although we are neither 
vicious nor luxurious, we ſhall often be afflicted 
with Pain and Sickneſs, loſs of Friends and other 
Calamities; Accidents, from which Wealth and 
Reiches cannot in the leaſt ſecure or deliver us: 
. „ wluhatever 
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Whatever Age, whatever State, or Condition of 
Life we are in, we muſt expect to meet with 
many difagreeable Occurrences, almoſt every Day 
of our Lives; the Way we walk is every where 
ſtrewed with Thorns and Briers. There is no 
Good but what is mingled with Abundance of 
_ Evils; and ſo fickle and uncertain are all worldly 
Comforts, that it is in vain to ſet our Hearts upon 
them, or to promiſe ourſelves any laſting Satis- 
faction in their Enjoyment, But ſuppoſe for 
once, that we could any of us be exempt from 
the general Lot of Mankind, be free from 
Troubles of every Kind ; imagine a Man to be 
happy as Human Nature can make him; happy 
in his Circumſtances, happy in his Friends, and 
in the Poſſeſſion of every worldly Blefling, during 
his whole Life; yet there is one Reflection 
which will often ariſe to interrupt his Happineſs, 
and caſt a Damp upon his Spirits, and upon all 
his Pleaſures, and that is this, There muſt come a 
dying Day. The Thoughts of Death muſt be 


terrible to the Man that has lived at reſt in his 


Poſſefſuons, that hath nothing to vex him, that hath 
Proſperity in all Things. Bitter Reflection this! 
that he muſt bid farewel to all his worldly En- 
joyments, and te all his Comforts here on Earth, 
and go into another World, to appear before the 
| Preſence of his LokD, to give an Account how 
he has employed his Time, and thoſe Talents 
with which he was intruſted here on Earth: In 

ſhort, we cannot propoſe to ourſelves real and 
Jaſting Happineſs from Plenty, or an Abundance 
of the Things that we poſſeſs, in any other Way 
than by doing Good with them in our Genera- 
tion; diffuſing them around us, and diſperſing 
them abroad, as the Father of Heaven doth his 

| Bleflings, 
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Bleflings, to the Good and Evil, to the Thankful 
ond Unthankful ; employing them in accommo- 


dating our poor Fellow- Travellers with neceſſary 


Comforts, as we have Opportunity, and doing 


all we are able to procure to ourſelves and them 


a tolerable eaſy Paſſage through this Vale of 
Tears, to that bleſſed Reſt, where true Joys are 
only to be found. | 


That which diſtinguiſhes the Goſpel of Carr 0 


ſo gloriouſly, is its being ſo admirably diſpoſed 
to beget mutual Love amongſt Men, with all its 


happy Conſequences to themſelves and others. 


Here the Virtues of Humanity and Beneficence 
are improved into the nobleſt Charity, unlimited 
Benevolence and Good - will to our Fellow- 


| Creatures; a Readineſs to oblige and ſerve, and 
do Kindneſſes to all around us. Thou ſbalt love 


thy Neighbour as 975 is the new Command 
ment ; firſt taught by JesUus CHRIST, who re- 


commended and inforced this exalted Precept to 


bis Followers by his own Example; exhorting 


and requiring them to love one another as he had 
loved them. How many Miracles of Mercy did- 


our Saviour perform, to prove that he was the 
Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs 
Image of that divine Providence who is good to 


all, and whoſe tender Mercies are over all his 
Works? Our Loxp went about doing Good, 


healing every Diſeaſe and every Infirmity a- 


mongſt the People. -To do Good, was the 
whole Employment of his Life, it was his Meat 
and Drink; who often neglected himſelf that he 


might benefit others. by doing kind Offices to 
them. And laſtly, he has declared that whatever 
Act of Kindneſs and Mercy we ſhew to the 
miſerable and afflited, he will eſteem and le- 
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ward them at the laſt Day as if they had been 
BH actually done to his own Perſon : Inaſmuch as ye 
* have done it unto the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye 
have done it unto me, 7: . 
The Duty thus ſtrictly and repeatedly enjoin- 
| ed by the bleſſed Author of our Holy Religion, 
our own Intereſt and Advantage will conſtrain 
f us to purſue with the utmoſt Conſtancy and 
| VUnweariedneſs; for certain it is, we cannot take 
a more effectual Method to render our own 
| Being happy and comfortable in the World: and 
although a Man in doing Good may ſeem only 
| to reſpe& the Benefit of others, yet he will be 
| all the Time laying up a ſolid Fund of Pleaſure 
and Conſolation for himſelf; his benevolent and 
merciful Diſpoſition, his Readineſs to aſſiſt others 
1 in in every IJ ime of Need, will procure him 
| many Friends, and effectually preſerve him from 
| Injuries and IIl- Treatment; if any Misfortune 
or calamitous Accident happens to him, all 
around him will preſs forward to come to his 
Aſſiſtance, who has been always ready to help 
and fuccour others in the like Circumſtances. 
Envy will very ſeldom come nigh his Dwelling ; 
People in general will rejoice at every Addition 
to his Proſperity and Happineſs, as the good 
Effects of it will be extended, like the Rays of 
the Sun in the Firmament, to Numbers of his 
Fellow - Chriſtians. And in any Undertaking 
that he has in Hand, who will not do their - 
_ utmoſt to ſerve and further him, who has been 
fo ſerviceable to his Neighbours at every Oppor- 
tunity? The poor in particular will look on the 
charitable Man as their conſtant Patron and 
Friend; they will pierce the Clouds with con- 
tinual Prayers for bis Welfare and — 
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for the Bleſſing of Gon and Curr to deſcend 


upon him; and that although They cannot, He 


would be pleaſed to recompence them at the Reſur- 
rection of the Juſt. To do Good, and to deviſe 


liberal Things, will be to the liberal Soul a con- 


tinual Feaſt, It is the beſt Proviſion we can 
make for true and laſting Happineſs, and 1s alſo 
gratifying our nobleſt and higheſt Inclinations 3 
for as a Poet poems, 
| All Joys go leſs 
& han that one Joy of doing Kindneſſes. 
HERBERT, 


| The Planting alk reſults from. the Exercifs 


of Charity and Beneficence, is not like the Plea- 
ſures of Sin, which continue but for a Moment, 


then vaniſh away, and leave a deadly Sting be- 
| hind them: nor is it like that Pleaſure, which 
ariſes from the Love of Diverſions, and the Aﬀec- 


tation of wearing fine Linen, or putting on 


many Changes of Raiment ; for theſe in a fick 


Day, or in the Time of old Age, will not pleaſe 


but tantalize our Souls; they will not delight, 
but only torment and gall us, when we come to 
take a Review of the Years that are paſt, and 
find upon the Cloſe of our Accounts, how much 
we have beſtowed upon our Pride and Vanity, 
how little in thoſe Acts of Mercy and Liberality, 
about which we ſhall be ſo ſtrictly examined at 
the Tribunal of our Saviour. Be aſſured that 


when we come to die, nothing will ſtand us in 


ſo much. Stead, or afford us ſuch ſolid Conſola- 
tions, as the Remembrance of a well-ſpent Life, 
and of the Kindneſſes we have done to others. 


Hear old Cato in Tully glorying of this as the 


great Comfort of his feeble Years, | 
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Conſcientia bent ai Vite, multorumgue 
Benefactorum recordatio jucundiſſima el. 


Laſtly : To do Good in our Generation wilt 


not only procure us the Eſteem of Men, and 2 


good Reputation while we live, but it. will em- 


| balm our Names after Death, and tranſmit them 


to Poſterity with a grateful Odour. 
The Memory of the Fuſt ſhall be bleſſed. It ſhall 
be bleſſed in the Places, and among the Genera- 
tions of the People where he has done his good 
Deeds; and ſhall remain in as great Honour 
with them, as if it had been emblazoned on a. 
Monument of Marble, by the moſt elegant and 
elaborate Inſcription. 5 ; | 
The following is an Epitaph on a Lady, 


written ſoon after her Death. 


„„ She was a moſt affectionate Wife, a tender 
« Mother, and a ſincere Friend. Her Hands 
% and Heart were always ready to relieve the 
« Diſtreſſed, and her greateſt Pleaſure was in 
« doing Good.“ „ „„ 

Various are the Inſtances and Expreſſions of 
doing Good, as various as the Neceſſities of 
Mankind, and the Occaſions that require it at 
«ur Hands. We do Good, whenever we feed 
the Hungry; give Drink to the Thirſty; Cloath 


the Naked; or miniſter Relief to thoſe who 


labour under the Preſſures of Pain, Sickneſs or 
Grief: We do Good to the Souls of Men by in- 
ſtructing the Ignorant; ſatisfying the Scruples of 


the Doubtful; comforting the Timorous and 


Weak-Hearted; and endeavouring to reclaim 
the Vicious and Profligate. To convert the Sin- 


ner from the Error of his Ways, to ſave a Soul 


tom 
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3 from Death, and to turn others to Righteouſneſs, 


will entitle us to the higheſt Degrees of Glory 


in the other World. We ſhall for our Reward 
| ariſe from the Grave and Gate of Death, to be 
exalted to the Meridian of Happineſs, to ſhine 


forth like the Sun in the Kingdom of the Father, and | 


as the Stars for ever and ever. | 

| Upon the whole, we do Good not only by 
Acts of Charity properly ſo called, but by every 
Act of Kindneſs and Courtely that we ſhew to 
others. To be peaceful and neighbourly, to be 


helpful and friendly to each other in every Time 


of Need; to reconcile Differences, and to pro- 
mote Love and Harmony amongſt the People 
with whom we dwell; to be ready to paſs over 
Injuries and Provocations, and, if it be poſſible, 
to make our Enemies our Friends; to be eaſy of 
Acceſs, compliable, good-natured, and obliging 


in our Words and Behaviour towards all with 
whom we converſe. In a Word, to defire and 


contribute to the Peace and Eaſe and Comfort of 
other Mens Lives; and to make as many of our 
Fellow-Creatures happy as we can, are all of 
them Acts of doing Good; all of them are re- 
quired of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and en- 
forced by the moſt prevailing Motives and Ar- 
zuments; for we are aſſured, that though our 
Zeal for the Faith of CHRISH be ſo ſtrong, as 


that we be ready to die Martyrs in its Defence; 


and though our Liberality to the Poor be ſo 
exceeding great, that we are willing to give our 
whole Subſtance to feed and cloath them; yet all 


our Profeſſions and all our Doings will profit us 
nothing, unlefs we be endued with that true 


genuine Love and Chriſtian Spirit which is de- 
ſcribed in the Goſpel by the following Marks 
: Rs i and 
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and Properties, 1 Cor: xiii. 4, 5, 6, 7. © Charity 15 
ſuffereth long and is kind; Charity envieth not; 


Charity vaunteth not itſelf; is not puffed up; 
doth not behave itſelf unſeemly; ſeeketh not her 
own; is not eafily provoked; thinketh no Evil; 
rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
Truth; beareth all Things; believeth all Things; 
hopeth all Things; endureth all Things;“ z. e. 


The charitable Perſon is long- ſuffering, patient, 


and good-natured: He fretteth not himſelf, 
though he ſeeth others in a better and more 


proſperous Condition; nor is he ſwelled with 


high Conceits of his own Wiſdom or Deſerts.— 
He behaveth not uncivilly; liveth not to himſelf, 


but ſtudies to pleaſe, to oblige and make others 
happy. — He is not captious or ſoon affronted, 


and never ſuffers himſelf to be ſtirred up into 


violent Rage or Paſſion.— He doth not raſhly 
ſuſpect his Neighbour of doing Evil, nor lightly 


take up any ill Reports concerning him: He is 


far from taking Pleaſure in the Fall or Miſ- 


carriages of other Men, but is glad to ſee them 


walk in the Truth, in the Paths of Wiſdom and 


Virtue. He covereth and hideth, but never 
aggravates the Faults of one who is ill ſpoken of; 
is willing to credit all that can be ſaid in his 


Favour ; and doth not deſpair of, but heartily 
wiſhes, and prays for his Amendment: And 


finally; he calmly endures any Evils done to 
himſelf, and is determined to make no other Re- 
turns, than thoſe of Blefling, and doing good 
Offices to the Man that hath done him Ill. This 


is true Chriſtian Charity, that Charity which 


never faileth, which is the Emblem as well as 
the Earneſt of our future Happineſs, When 
Faith, that primary Duty of the Goſpel, or 


our 
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our Belief of all thoſe Divine Truths which Gop 
has revealed to us in his Holy Word, ſhall ceaſe, 


and we ſhall have no longer Opportunity of 


exerciſing it, becauſe we ſhall ſee all thoſe 
Things which we have believed, actually and 
punctually fulfilled; When Hope, that great 
Spur and Incitement to Goodneſs, ſhall be ſwal- 
lowed up in Enjoyment, in that Ocean of Plea- 
ſure which flows from Gop's Right-Hand ; 
when theſe Virtues ſhall have done their utmoſt 
to convey us to the Land of everlaſting Reſt : 
When this World and all Things that are therein 
ſhall be diſſolved, the Divine Gram of Charity 
will ſtill continue to be our perpetual Employ- 


ment, and the Ingredient of all our Happineſs in 


Heaven. The good Works we have done on 
Earth, which have made us fit for ſo glorious a 
Society, will afford us unſpeakable Pleaſure in 
the Remembrance of them. And to love, and 
de loved of Gop, and of one another; and to 
dwell together in the moſt perfect Harmony, 
Delight and Joy, will be our Exerciſe and the 
Completion of our Bliſs to all Eternity. 


Yet Spires and Towers in Duſt ſhall lie, 
The weak Efforts of Human Pains, 

And Faith and Hope themſelves ſhall die, 
While deathleſs Charity remains, 


An ingenious Author in writing the Life 
of an excellent, virtuous Lady, gives this as her 
repeated and particular Advice to every young 


Perſon: 

„Endeavour after the following Virtues, 

. which will more redound to your Praiſe and 
fHFHappineſs 
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88 On the Belief and Practice of 


40 Happineſs than all the Riches and Honours in 5 


„ the World; namely, 
e The conſtant Fear of the moſt High Gon, 


“ or a ſincere Obedience to all his Holy Laws 


and Commandments.” 
- © An unlimited Benevolence and Good-Will 


« to your Fellow-Creatures,” 
« A Readineſs to — and do Kindneſles to 


$ all around you.” 

« An Example in your own Perſon to do 
& every Thing that is holy, great and good.” 
Be thou faithful unto Death, and 1 will dive thee 


2 Crownof Life. 
| The Coxcl usiox. : 


GINCE God has vouchſafed to Mankind fo 
full a Revelation of his Will, and has given 
ſuch "Teſtimonies of its being ſo, as are ſufficient 
for the Conviction of every honeſt, unprejudiced 
Enquirer ; ſurely to reſiſt ſo great a Light, and 
to diſbelieve, after ſuch credible Evidence of the 
Truth, is utterly inexcuſable ; becauſe we be-_ 
lieve many Things upon much flenderer Proofs ;: 
nay, there is ſcarce any Thing we do believe, 
the Belief of which is not founded upon leſs 
ſatisfying Grounds, than thoſe upon which our 
Holy Faith is built, It betrays much Vanity 
and Pride, for a few, or a Number of Men in. 
any Generation, to ſet up their own Conceits 
in oppolition to the Sentiments and Profeſſion of 
the greateſt Scholars, and moſt virtuous Livers 
upon Earth, for almoſt eighteen hundred Years 


War ; and it is a thocking Reflection that ſo 
noble 


the TRUE RELIGION, 89 
noble a Creature as Man ſhould want to diſcard 


the Doctrine of a Reſurrection and a Life im- 
mortal; and deſire to die the Death of the Brute- 


Creatures; periſh, and be no more. The prin- 


cipal Reaſon to be given for ſuch Abſurdities, 
is, that they who lead immoral and diflolute 
Lives, can have no Deſire to be called to an Ac- 


count for them hereafter; and therefore would 


willingly argue themſelves into a Diſbelief of 
that Doctrine which condemns the Vices they 
Indulge, and threatens them with the Divine 
Wrath and Vengeance in another World. Have 
theſe Men never trembled at our Reaſoning on 
Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and a Judgment to 
come? Have none of them ever felt within them- 
ſelves, or diſcovered any Fears or Miſgivings, 
when they were drawing near to their Jatter 
End? For if there be © e a future 
Judgment, and another Life, how fatal will 
their Error- prove, who have ſcoffed at theſe 
Doctrines, and derided them as fabulous or the 
Invention of Men? What a Conſternation will 
they be in, when they ſhall be awakened out of 
their Graves to behold all theſe Things? 
But whoever are ſincerely deſirous to do their 
Maker's Will, ſhall know, that the Religion 
which gives us ſuch Informations, zs of 4; 
and the more they ſtudy this Divine Philoſophy, 
the better will they be pleaſed with it: They 


will find that Peace and Satisfaction in Believing, 


which all the Pleaſures of Sin, and the ſubtle 
Evaſions of the Libertine, cannot give. Should 
the ſober Believer happen to be deceived, no 
Harm can poſbly enſue to him. 


90 On the Belief and Praffice of : 


By following the Rules and Precepts of Chric 


| tianity, he certainly takes the wiſeſt Courſe: to 
preſerve his Health, his Subſtance and his 


Character, and to prolong his Days: He purſues 


the moſt likely Method to gain many Friends, 
and to make himſelf eaſy, in every State and 

Relation of Life; reſpected and beloved by all 
around him, ſo long as he continues in the 


World: and, if after this, he ſhould ſleep eter- 
nally, he can know no Diſappointment. So 


that if there was to be no other Life beſides the 


preſent, the Believer acts the moſt prudent Part, 


and chooſes much the ſafeſt ſide. 5 
Indeed in Times of Perſecution, when Hunger, 


Cold, and Nakedneſs; when Scourges, Bonds, 
Impriſonment, and cruel Deaths were the Portion 


of Chriſtians, they might well cry out and ſay, 


« If in this Life only we have Hope in CHRIST, 
we are of all Men moſt miſerable,” But 
fetting aſide theſe Caſes, they who believe, have 
infinitely the Advantage of them who believe 
not, though there be no Reſurrection of the 
Dead. And if the Goſpel is an Impoſture, it is 
ſo far from being prejudicial, that it is manifeſtly. 
productive of all poſſible temporal Good to them 
that are trained up in it: They take the direct 
Road to preſent Eaſe and Proſperity, at leaſt 
they paſs through the Waves of this troubleſome 
World with leſs Toſſing and Difturbance than 


other Men, and their latter End is. generally 
Peace. 3 V 

But perfect Eaſe and Happineſs is not to be 
expected here; there is no ſuch Thing under 
the Sun: All our earthly Enjoyments are _ 
: — | mixed 
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mixed with Troubles of various Kinds, | with 


Sorrow and Vexation of Spirit : And of theſe the 
beſt of Men have ſometimes the largeſt Share, 
to ſerve ſome wiſe and gracious Ends of Provi- 
dence. In all Ages there have been Complaints 
of triumphant Wickedneſs, and obſcured or 


_ diſtreſſed Virtue: Of ſome who have proſpered 
and flouriſhed by Means of Unrighteouſneſs and 
Fraud, while a juſt and honeſt Dealer has been 


ſcarcely able to get his Bread: Of a ſober and 


temperate Man, who has been afflicted almoſt all 
his Days, while a careleſs and diſſolute Liver has 
enjoyed Health of Body, with little or no In- 
terruptions of Pain or Sickneſs. A pious, be- 


nevolent, and liberal Soul (a Bleſſing to his 


Generation) has been taken away in the prime 


or midſt of his Years ; while a worthleſs, churl- 
iſh Mortal, who neither ſerved Gop, nor re- 


garded Man, but lived wholly to himſelf, has 
been ſuffered to cumber the Ground and to con- 


tinue to a great old Age. In how many Caſes 


has Judgment been perverted by Bribery, Falſe- 


witneſs or Connivance; the Innocent oppreſſed, 
and the Guilty protected? In public Calamities 
the Righteous ſuffer as well as the Wicked; 


and of public Bleſſings, the Wicked have an 
equal Share with, ſometimes a larger Portion 


than the Righteous. 


What then is to be ſaid to theſe Things? 
What muſt we infer from any the like Occur- 
rences? They have been, and are permitted by 
Providence, not only for the Trial of our Obe- 


dience, but to demonſtrate to us the Neceſſity of 


a future State, wherein the great Governor of 


- 


< 


| 
ö 
U 
| 
1 
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all the Earth will do Right, and render to every 


Man according to his Deeds. We muſt either 


believe that there will be a State of exact Retri- 


bution in another Life; or elſe we muſt ſuppoſe 


that Gop Almighty is not righteous, juſt and 
good; and to ſay, or to ſuppoſe this, is direct 
_ groſs Blaſphemy. V 


Upon the whole; although | we are ever ſo 


ſincere in the Belief of our Religion, and make 
it our daily Endeavour to frame our Lives ac- 


cording to it; yet we muſt not hope for an 
Exemption from Dangers and Calamities; the 
divine Wiſdom making uſe of them to brighten 
our Virtues, to wean us from a Dependence 
upon the Things of this World, and to lead us 
to place our great Happineſs in the Expectation 
of a better Life. Vet there is this Difference 
between good and bad Men; that the former 


have an undoubted Title to the divine Protection 
in every Condition; the latter have no Ground 


either from Reaſon or Religion to hope for it in 
any Circumſtances. But good Men, whatever 
Calamity they fall into, may be aſſured, that 
Gop will either remove it, or make it the Means 
of bringing them ſome very valuable Bleſſings in 


this World, or the next. And in this View, 


we may abſolutely pronounce good Chriſtians to 


be the happieſt of all Men, becauſe they reſt in a 


full Aſſurance, grounded upon a divine Promiſe, 
that however uncomfortable Things may appear 
at preſent, they ſhall a/l work together for good to 
them that love God. VVV 
Adored be the Name of Jesus, who has re- 


vealed to me theſe comfortable Truths, and 


brought 


ide Life and Immortality to Light through the 
Goſpel. 1 will revere it as the Gift of Heaven, 
ſent from the high and lofty One, who inhabiteth 
Eternity. Lok p, evermore keep me ſtedfaſt in 
this Faith : On this Rock will I build my Houſe, 
and though Rains deſcend, and Floods' and 
Storms ſpend all their Fury on it, it ſhall not 
fall. It is builded a 4 Rock. 


- 
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TAE MAN WITHOUT GvuILE. | 


MN S a Tree i is known by its Fruit, ſo 
aA & the True Chriſtian is diſtinguiſhed 
from the Counterfeit and Nominal 
XX one by the following Marks or Linea- | 
ments: 
Integrity or Uprightneſs i in bis Actions. 
Purity in his Thoughts and Intentions. 
Veracity in his Speech and Communication. 
Uniformity of Righteouſneſs i in his whole Con- 


verſation: And, 


Conflancy in that Way of univerſal Righteouſ- 


neſs to his Life's End. 
The Chriſtian indeed ſets out early in the 


Purſuit of true Wiſdom or Virtue: it is his 


incipal Aim; his ſtedfaſt Purpoſe from his 


r 
Youth v up, to attain ber (with the divine Aſſiſ- 
25 tance) 
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tance) and there is nothing upon Earth that he 
deſires in Compariſon of her. 5 


In all his Buſineſs and Undertakings, and in 


all his Dealings with other Men, He doth the 
Thang that is right: He is a Stranger to the Ways 
of worldly Wiſdom, and is ſo far from defraud- 


ing or over een he Neighbour, that he 

eceit in every Shape: He 
never takes Advantage of Mens Weakneſs or 
Neceſſities, nor abuſes any Confidence repoſed 


abhors Tricking and 


in him: It is one great Part of his Chriſtian 
Care, that he be Innocent and Harmleſs: He 
would not willingly do the leaſt Wrong to 


any, though he could gain ever ſo much by it, 


and was ſure to do it without Diſcovery : He 
would rather fit down with Loſs or Diſappoint- 
ment, than ſerve himſelf by any Method that 
| hath the Appearance of Evil. And if by any 


Thing he has done, Harm happens to another, 


beyond what he meant, he is very ready to make 


good the Damage. He is certainly not worſe 


than he is taken to be, and proves ever to all Men, 
ſuch an one as in Reaſon they may expect to 
find him: He is ſtrictly juſt in little, as well as 
in great Matters: He never does an hard Thing 


to his Neighbour, though he knows that Hu- 


man Laws would allow and juftify it. 
In a Word, he conſcientiouſly obſerves this 


Rule of Righteouſneſs, and makes it the Meaſure 


and Standard of all his Actions, To do unto 
others, as he would they ſhould do unto him.” 

His Intentions are all victuous and good ; He 
has @ pure Heart as well as clean Hands, His 


Mind is as fair within, as his Character is with- 


undefiled, unſpotted from the World, or 
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the Fleſh. He keeps his Heart with all Dili- 


gence, and ſuffers no unclean, malicious or covet- 
8 5 | 


ous Thoughts to harbour there; but as ſoon as 


he perceives them, he treats them as he would a 


troubleſome Companion upon the Road, or an 
unwelcome Gueſt, that would force himſelf into 
his Houſe. F TT 

In the general Courſe of his Life, and in all 


his particular Actions, he meaneth well; his In- 


tention is right and honeſt. He does not pre- 


tend Kindneſs, while he has Miſchief or Iniquity 


in his Heart; nor does he pretend to ſerve 


another, when he chiefly intends to ſerve him- 
ſelf. But to whomſoever he profeſſes Friendſhip, 
he will be a real Friend and Neighbour in every 


Time of Need. What he gives in Charity, he 
giveth with Simplicity, not for Oſtentation, or to 
gain the Praiſe of Men, but out of Love to Gop, 
and Compaſſion to the Wants and Cries of the 

Diſtreſſed. His Love is without Diſſimulation. 


In fine, his heart is quite plain and ſound to the 


Bottom, without any Turnings or Windings or 
hollow Places; and in every Thing he does, he 
acts in that honeſt, ingenuous and diſintereſted 
Manner, that Men can have no juſt Cauſe to 
ſpeak Evil of him; at leaſt, he can appeal and 
approve himſelf to that Almighty Being, ho 


hnoweth the Hearts of all Men; Who ſeth in ſecret, 


and will reward openly. „ 
His Veracity is unqueſtionable; He ſpeateth 


the Truth with his Neighbour, his Heart and. 


Tongue always go together, and the one is the 
conſtant Interpreter of the other; he ſpeaks ſo 
as to anſwer the End of Speech and Diſcourſe, 
which is to communicate our real Sentiments to 
„ 
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one another; for he not only avoids and abomi- 

_ nates a Lie, but carefully declines every other 
Art of deceiving in Talk. He never intermixes 
with the Truth any Thing counterfeit or ficti- 
tious, nor adds to it more than he certainly 


knows to be Fact: He hates to lead a Man into 
Miſtake by fallacious Repreſentations, never diſ- 


guiſing or palliating what ought to be detected 


and expoſed, nor aggravating any Matter beyond 


the Reality of the Caſe. His Teſtimony of Per- 
ſons, and Account of Things, may ſafely be 
relied on, . © 1 

He never makes uſe of Expreſſions of a double 
or doubtful Meaning to beguile and delude his 
Neighbour, nor flatters in order to impoſe upon, 
or make a Gain of him; dut truly and frankly 
delivers his Mind upon all Occaſions. 


He does not ſay one Thing to a Man's Face, 


and another behind his Back ; one Thing in this 


Company, another in that; he delighteth not to 


talk of other Mens Lives; he ſpeaks Evil of no- 


body, unleſs Juſtice or Charity obliges him to 


do it. He ſlandereth not his Neighbour. He faith- 
fully keeps his Word; and what he promiſes, 
he punctually performs. If at any Time he is 
called to take an Oath, he conſiders it as a very 
ſacred Act, a ſolemn Appeal to a Gop of Know- 
| ledge and Truth: He dares not trifle or equivo- 
cate, or uſe any Art to evade the true Meaning 


and Intention of the Oath, or reconcile it to his 


worldly Intereſt. Fe fweareth unto bis Neighbour, 
and diſappointeth him not, though it be to his own 
There is an uniform, even Tenor of Goodneſs 
_ viſible throughout his whole Conduct: His Pro- 
On. 5 * feſſions 
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feſſions and Practice agree together; and he 
walketh in all the Commandments and Ordinances 
of the Lord blameleſs. He is regular in the Pur- 
| ſuit of Virtue; he cannot be charged with any 
flagrant Inſtances, nor with one ſingle Act of 
ſcandalous Wickedneſs, nor with any notorious 
Failure of Duty. He often deſcends into him- 
ſelf, and upon taking a Review of his own 
Thoughts, he finds, that his Reſolutions of 


Obedience are Univerſal ;. without a Reſerve for 


any Luſt or favourite Vice; or without except- 
ing any particular Thing, wherein he defires to 
be pardoned or excuſed. He calls no Sin little 
or venial: What Gop has forbidden, he will 
not do; what Gop has commanded, he will not 
leave undone: He carefully guards againſt the 
Sin that is apt to beſet him; and avoids the 
Object or Occaſion that is likely to lead him 
into it, He has no Fellowſhip with vain Perſons, 
and chooſes for his Companions them that fear 
God and keep his Commandments. POS 
He not only attends the Public Aſſemblies of 
Chriſtians, but is conſtant and punctual in per- 
forming his Cloſet Devotions; and in both, as 
ſerious and compoſed, as if the Eyes of ſome 
great Perſonage were fixed on him all the while. 
' He is not a Saint at one Time, and a Sinner 
at another ; not one Thing in the Church, and 
another when he is out of it; not righteous be- 
fore Men, and a Villain in ſecret; but he is 
always the ſame Perſon at all Times, and in all 
Places; in public and in private, His Life and 
Converſation are all of a Piece, and in every 
Reſpect conformable to the Laws of the Goſpel. 
He is peaceable, meek and lowly, as well as 
N 1 | pure 
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pure in Heart: Ne is ſober and temperate, as 
well as juſt and true: He is as full of Mercy and 


good Works as he is of Faith, 


And finally; in this Way of univerſal Rißh- 


teouſneſs he perſeveres even unto the laſt. 


use does not profeſs the Truth ny as long as 
9 


She makes for his temporal Intereſt, and then 
forſake her when She is againſt it: He does not 
believe for a while, and in Time of Temptation fall 
away; but he is conſtant and impartial in the 
Loe of Gop, and his Duty; and adheres firmly 

to them, whether he has the Favour or Frowns 
of the World: He continues walking in the 
Paths of Wiſdom, while Hundreds go off on his 
tight Hand and on his left: He retains his In- 
tegrity amidſt all the Contagion of bad Examples, 
and in Spite of the Jeers and Ridicule of Scoffers, 


| He is ſatisfied from himſelf : He rejoices in the 


Teſtimony of his Conſcience: This is his ſtrong. 


Tower, amidſt all the Evils that threaten him: 
Je runneth to it and is ſafe. He often con- 
templates the Example of his Saviour, endeavour- 


ing 29 tread in his Steps, and to follow him as 


cloſely as he can in this frail Nature; and relu- 
ing on the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, to make 
_ Atonement for his manifold Imperfections, and 
involuntary Sins; he continues fedſaſl in the 
Wark of the Lord until the Night cometh, when no 
Man can work, Then he lays him down ta 
Sleep and takes his Reſt ; for the good Chriſtian 
never dies: Yea though he were dead, yet ſball he 


live He ſhall ariſe and live again, at the coming 


of the Day of God. And in that important Junc- 
ture, when all the Pageantry, Pride and Wiſdom 
of this World ſhall paſs away: When all the 


F 2 deceitful} 
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deceitful Tribe, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
ſhall be expoſed and rejected; he ſhall find Fa- 
vour and Acceptance; receive the Commenda- 
tion of Good and Faithful pi. and w bid to 


4 enter into * 
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The Portrait of a Sincere Good Chrif. 
tian, finiſhed and drawn to the Life. 
Taken from an Original done by 

G. BURNETT, D. D. 


Sir M aTTHEW HAI K, e Wort 
* of England, in the Reign of _ 
C HARLES II. 


| 11 TTH EW HAL E, was born at Alderly 
in Gloce/ter/hire, in the Year 1609 His 
Grandfather was an eminent Clothier in JYetton - 
his Father a Barriſter of Lincoln's-Inn; a Man of 
that Strictneſs of Conſcience, that he gave over 
the Practice of the Law, becauſe he could not 
underſtand the Reaſon of giving Colour in Plead- 
ings, which as he thought was to tell a Lie: 
and that with ſome other Things commonly 
practiſed, ſeemed to him contrary to that exact- 
neſs of Truth and Juſtice which became a 
\Chriſtian ; ſo that he withdrew himſelf from the 
Inns of Court, to live on his Eſtate in the 
Country. And as the Care he had to fave his 


Soul, made him abandon a Nen. in which 
he 
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he might have raiſed his Family much higher, ſo 
his Charity to his Poor Neighbours made him 
not only deal his Alms largely among them, 
while he lived, but at his Death he left (out of 
his ſmall Eftate, which was but one Hundred 
a Year) twenty Pounds a Year to the Poor of 
Motton, which his Son MaTTHEw confirmed to 
them, with ſome Addition, and with this Regu- 
lation, that it ſhould be diſtributed among ſuch 
poor Houſekeepers as did not receive Pariſh 
Alms. „ — 4 a 
Thus was he deſcended from a good rather 
than a great Family; and what was wanting in 
Titles of High Birth and Noble Blood, was 
more than made up in the true Worth of his 
| Anceſtors, But he was ſoon deprive@® of the 
_ Happineſs of his Father's Care and Inſtruction ; 
As he loſt his Mother when he was three Years 
old, ſo his Father died before he was five; fo 
early was he caſt upon the Providence of Gon- 
Yet that Unhappineſs was in à great Meaſure 
made up to him by an Uncle. 

Great Care was taken of his Education, and 


his Guardian intended to bring him up to be a 


Divine, and being inclined to the Way of the 
then Puritans, put him to ſome Schools taught by 
| thoſe of that Party. In the ſeventeenth Year of 
his Age, he was ſent to Magdalen-Hall in Oxfard. 
He was an extraordinary Proficient at School, 
and for ſome Time at the Univerſity. But a 
Company of Stage-Players coming thither, he 
was ſo much corrupted by ſeeing many Plays, 
that he almoſt entirely forſook his Studies. By 
this he not only loft a great deal of Time, but 
found that his Head was filled with vain and 
A unprofitahle, 


Young 
ing bis Studies, ſet himſelf to purſue ſeveral 


youthful Vanities, but {till preſerved his Purity 


him, that as ſoon as he ha 
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unprofitable, if not hurtful Ideas; and being 
afterwards ſenſible of the Miſchief ariſing from 


| it, he reſolved upon his coming to London (where 
be knew the Opportunities of ſeeing ſuch Diver- 
ſions would be more frequent and inviting) never 


to ſee a Play again, to which Reſolution he con- 
ſtantly adhered, „% go FF226% 
The Corruption of the Mind in one Inſtance, 
eee, e a great many more after it. 
HaLE being now taken off from follow- 


and Integrity of Heart. He loved fine Cloaths, 


and kept a great deal of Company; and being of 


a ſtron 


en Body, he learned to Fence, and 
handle 


eapons, in which he became ſo expert, 


that he worſted many Maſters of thoſe Arts. 


He was now ſo taken up with Martial Exer- 
eiſes, that inſtead of going on in his Deſign of 
being a Scholar or a Divine, he reſolved to be a 


Soldier, and to make Intereſt to trail a Pike in 


the Prince of Ox AN GE's Army; but an happy 
Stop was put to this Reſolution by his Engage- 
ment in a Suit of Law, which forced him to 
leave the Univerſity after he had been three 
Years in it, and go to London to ſolicit his own 
Buſineſs. The Counſellor to whom he was re- 


commended, finding in him a clear Apprehen- 


ſion of Things, and a ſolid Judgment, took Pains 
to perſuade him to forſake the Thoughts of being 
a Soldier, and to apply himſelf to the Study of 
the Law; and that had ſo your an Effect upon 

paſt the twentieth 


Year. of his Age, he was admitted into Lincoln s- 
ian. Being then deeply ſenſible how much 


Time 
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Time he had miſipent, and that idle and vaig 
Things had over-run and almoſt corrupted his 
Mind, he reſolved to redeem the Time he had 
loſt, and followed his Studies with a ſurprizing 
Diligence. He Studied for ſome Years at the 
rate of ſixteen Hours in a Day; he threw aſide 
all his fine Cloaths, and betook himſelf to a plain 
Dreſs, which he continued to uſe in many Points 
to his dying Day. „ 3 
Feet he did not immediately break off keeping 
much Company, and with ſome vain immeral 
young People, till a ſad Accident drove him 
entirely from them. He, with ſome other Stu- 
dents, being invited to a merry Meeting out of 
Town, one of the Company called for ſo much 
Wine, that notwithſtanding all Mr HaLE could 
do to prevent it, he went on in his Exceſs, till 
he fell down as dead before them. All that were 
_ preſent were not a little affrighted, and did what 
they could to bring him to Fimſelf again, —But 
Mr HALE was particularly affected, went into 


another Room, and ſhutting too the Door, fell 


on his Knees, and prayed earneſtly to God for 
his Friend, that he might be reſtored to Life 
again; and for himſelf, that he might be pardon - 
ed for giving any Countenance to ſo much 
Exceſs; and he vowed to Gop, that he would 
never again keep Company in that Manner, nor 
drink an Health while he lived. His Friend re- 
Covered, and he moſt religioufly obſerved his 
' Vow; though he was afterwards preſſed to drink 
Healths (eſpecially the King's, which was looked 


upon as a diſtinguiſhing Mark of Loyalty, and 
drew many into Excels, after the Reſtoration): 
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yet he never would, though he was ſometimes 
| roughly treated for it. © oO To EY 
This Incident wrought an entire Change in 


him, ſo that he forſook all vain Company, and 


divided himſelf between the Duties of Religion 
and the Studies of his Profeſſion: in the former 


he was ſo regular, that for fix and thirty Years, 
he never failed going to Church on the Lord's 
Day; this Obſervation he made when an Ague 
firſt interrupted that ' conſtant Courſe; and he 
reflected on it, with a thankful Acknowledgment 
of GoD's great Goodneſs to him in ſo long a 
Continuance of his Health, And now he under- 
took to enlarge his Purſuit after Learning, which 
he had hitherto confined chiefly to his own Pro- 
fefſion, He ſet himſelf much to the Study of the 

Roman Law: He acquired great Readineſs in 


Arithmetic, ſtudied Algebra, and went through 


all the Mathematical Sciences. He was very 
converſant in Philoſophical Learning (which he 
uſed to call his Recreation when he was wearied 
with other Studies) and attained to conſiderable 
Skill in Phyſick, Anatomy and Surgery: to 


theſe he added diligent Searches into antient 


Hiſtory ; He was well acquainted with the Greek 
Writers (yet want of Occaſion to uſe it, wore 
out his Knowledge of this Language) and though 
he never ſtudied Hebrew, yet by his Converſation 
with the great Selden, he underſtood the moſt 
curious Things in Rabbinical Learning. 
Bur above all thefe, he ſeemed to make Divi- 
nity his favourite Study, to which he directed 
every Thing elſe, and arrived to very great 
Knowledge in it, as appears from his Writings 
on various Subjects. His Parts were quick; his 
| - | | | 9 Appre- 
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Apprehenſion lively; his Memory good; his 
Judgment ſtrong, and his Induſtry almoſt in- 
defatigable. EN | 


He always roſe 2 in a Morning, and loved 


to walk abroad in the Fields, not only for Health, 
but for the opening his Mind and the Enlarge- 
ment of his Thoughts, to ſee the Works of 


God before his Eyes: He was never idle; ſpent 


little Time in Eating and Drinking: and ob- 
ſerved great Plainneſs in the one, and Moderation 
in both: He went to no Entertainments, and 
made no Feaſts, only for the Poor. Lc en 


When Mr Hare was called to the Bar, and | 


began to make a Figure in the World, the Civil 
Wars broke out, in which it was no eaſy Thing 
for a Man to preſerve his Integrity and live 
ſecure: but he had read the Life of Pomponius 


Atticus, written by Nepos ; and having obſerved 


that he had paſſed through a Time of as much 
Diſtraction, as ever was in any Age or State, 
from the Wars of Marius and $y/la, to the be- 


inning of Augufius's Reign, without the leaſt 


lemiſkh on his Reputation, being eſteemed, 
favoured and courted by all Parties; he fet him 
as a Pattern to himſelf; and obſerving, that be- 
fides thoſe Virtues which are neceffary to all 
Men at all Times, there were two Things which 
chiefly preſerved and gained Reputation to At- 
tieus; the one was, his engaging in no Faction 
and meddling in no Public Buſineſs: The other 
was, his conſtant favouring and relieving thoſe 
that were depreſſed ; which was aſcribed by ſuch 
as prevailed, to the Generofity of his Tempef, 
and procured him much Kindneſs from the 
others, on whom he exerciſed this Bounty: He 
ST F. 5 reſolyed 


3 
a2 


10 The Po TAAIT of - 


reſolved therefore as much as poſſible to guide 


himſelf by theſe Rules; and was alſo at the ſame 
Time very careful not to provoke any by cenſuring 
heard to ſpeak ill of any Perſon. * 

In the Practice of the Law, where there are 
ſo many, and ſuch violent Temptations, con- 
tinually preſented, to turn Men out of the Way 


or reflecting on their Actions. He was never 
7s. 


6h 
* 


w 


of Righteouſneſs, he proceeded and perſevered 


with the Spirit and Simplicity of the Goſpel ; 
with Learning, Fidelity, and Courage; was 
employed and careſſed by Men of the higheſt 


Rank of beth Parties, and of all Denominations ; 
defending the Oppreſſed in a public Manner, 
but relieving the Neceſſitous by another Hand, 
not letting them know who was their Bene- 


factor. While he was a Practitioner, he would 


juſt, any further than to give his Advice that it 
was ſo, If the Parties after that would go on, 


they were to ſeek for another Lawyer; for he 


not meddle with a Cauſe which he ſaw was un- 


would affiſt in no Act of Injuſtice. If a Cauſe 


was doubtful or weak in Point of Law, he 
always adviſed his Clients to agree their Buſi- 
neſs. | 3 


Differences were often referred to him, which 
he ſettled, but would take no Reward for his 


Pains, though offered by both Parties. If they 
told him he loſt much Time in attending to their 
Buſineſs; his Anſwer was, Can I ſpend my 


Time better, than to make People Friends? 


4 Muſt I have no Time allowed me to do Good 


« in?” 


| this high Office as the Appointment and Diſ- 
A penſation 


When he was made a Judge, he looked upon 
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penſation of Providence; and though, conſidered. 
In itſelf, it was likely to be full of Cares, Anxieties 
and Perturbation, yet in Obedience to the divine 
Will, and for the Benefit of Society, which 
cannot be ſupported without ſuch Employments, 
he chearfully undertook it, receiving great Com- 
fort and Satisfaction from the Conſciouſneſs of 
his own Induſtry, Fidelity, and Integrity; and 
obtaining univerſal Applauſe and Commendation 
for the Juſtice of his Deciſions; and for his impartial. 
Adminiſtration of Judgment in every Bench on, 
which he ſat, to the very higheſt, that of Lord 
Chief Juſtice of England. He abhorred the very 
Appearance of a Bribe, and would receive no 
Preſent from any one whoſe Cauſe was to come. 
before him; having learned of Solomon, that a 
Gift preverteth Judgment, He diſcouraged all 
private Solicitations of what Kind ſoever, and 
by whomſoever; and would never hearken to 
any Addreſſes or Recommendations from the 
greateſt Perſons, in a Matter where Juſtice was 
concerned, | | | | 
One of the firſt Peers of England went once to 
his Chambers, and told him, That having a 
«© Suit of Law to be tried before him, he was 
then to acquaint him with it, that he might 
the better underſtand it when it came to be 
heard in Court.” Upon which the Judge in- 
terrupted him, and ſaid, He did not deal fairly 
c to come to his Chambers about ſuch Affairs; 
„„ for he never received any Information of 
« Cauſes, but in open Court, where both Parties 
„ were to be heard alike.” So he would not 
| ſuffer him to go on: upon which his Grace (for 
he was a Duke) was highly affronted and com- 
1 - plai..ed - 
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plained of it to the King, as a Rudeneſs that was 
not to be endured. But his Majeſty bid him 55 
content that he was no worſe uſed; and ſaid, he 
verily believed he would have uſed himſelf no better, 
if he had gone to ſolicit him in any of his own 
Cauſes. — After having been a Judge about three 
and twenty Years, he, who had hitherto enjoyed 
a vigorous State of Health, to which his great 
Temperance and the Equality of his Mind did 

not a little conduce, was on a ſudden brought 
very low, by a Diſtemper which in two Days 
Time broke his Conſtitution to ſuch a Degree, 
that he never recovered it. He became fo 

Aſthmatical, that he could not fetch his Breath 

without great Difficulty ; this determined in a 

Dropſy. He underſtood Phyſick ſo well, that 
he concluded his Diſtemper would carry him off 
in a little Time, and therefore he choſe to have 
ſome of the laſt Months of his Life reſerved to 
himſelf, that being freed of all worldly Cares, 
he might be preparing for his Change. Accord- 
ingly he reſolved to reſign his high Office; which 
was no fooner rumoured abroad, but it drew on 
bim the Importunity of his Friends, and the 
Clamour of the whole Town, to divert him from 
it, but all to no Purpoſe: ſo he made bis Ap- 
plication to the King for a Writ of Eaſe, which 
the King was very unwilling to grant, and 
offered to let him hold his Place ſtill, he doing 
what Buſineſs he could in his Chamber; but he 
| ſaid, he could not with a good Conſcience con- 
tinue in it, ſince he was no longer able to diſ- 


charge the Duties belonging to it. As ſoon as 


he had reſigned his great Place to the King in 
Perſon (who parted from him with ReluQance, 
VVV 
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wiſhing him better Health, and aſſuring him that 
his Penſion ſhould be continued for Life, which 
the good Man thought too great Bounty, and 
deſired it might be otherwiſe) he returned Home 
with as much Chearfulneſs, as his Want of 
Health would admit of, being now eafed of a 
Burden he had been of late groaning under; and 0} 
ſo rendered more capable of enjoying that which | 
he had much wiſhed for, according to his elegant 
Tranſlation of, or rather Paraphraſe upon, thoſe 
excellent Lines in SENECA's Thyefles, Act. 2. 
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Stet quicungue valet potens 
Aulæ culmine lubrico: 
Me dulcis faturet Quies. £2 
Obſcuro poſitus loco, . 8 
Leni perfruar Otis : il 
Nullis nota Quiritibus 
Atas per tacitum fluat 
Sic cum tranſierint mei 
Nullo cum rapitu dies, 
Plebeius moriar Sener. 
Hl: mors gravis incubat, 
Qui notus nimis omnibus 
Ignotus moritur ſibi. 
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Let bim that will, aſcend the tottering Seat 
Of coartly Grandeur, and become as great 
As are his mounting Wiſhes : As for me, 
Let ſweet Repoſe and Reſt my Portion be. 
Give me ſome mean obſcure Receſs, a Sphere 
Out of the Road of Buſineſs, or the Fear 


Of falling lower, where I calmly may, etch 
py EE _ Myſelf 


— — 
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Myſelf and dear Retirement ſtill enjoy. 

Let not my Life or Name be known unto 
The Grandees of the Time, toſs'd to and fro. 
By Cenſure or Applauſe: but let my Age 

Slide gently on; not overthwart the Stage 
Of public Action; ſcarcely heard or ſeen, 
And unconcern'd, as if I ne'er had been. 
Thus while I paſs away my filent Days 
In ſhady Privacy, free from the Noiſe 

4 And Buſtles of the mad World, then ſhall Il _ 

A good, old, innocent Plebeian die. 3 
14 Death is a mere Surprize, a very Snare 

10 him, that makes of Life this greateſt Care, 

4 To. be a public Pageant known to all; 5 

Vet unacquainted with himſelf doth fall. 


Having now attained to that Privacy which he _ 
had no leſs heartily than piouſly wiſhed for, he 
called together all his Servants that belonged to 
his Office, and told them, he had now laid 
„ down his Place, and ſo their Employments 
« were determined :” upon that he adviſed them 
to provide for themſelves; gave ſome. of them 
very conſiderable. Preſents ;. to every one of them 
a Token, and diſmiſſed all that were not his 
Domeſticks. He lived almoſt a Year after his 
i Reſignation, but all the while in a very bad State 
1 of Health, yet continued to retire often both for 
bis Devotion and Studies as long as he was able. 

„ He grew weary of the World, and panted after 
IH the Bleſſedneſs of another State. His Pains in- 
1 creaſed ſo upon him, that no Patience inferior to 
his could have born them without great Uneaſi- 

neſs; but he expreſſed, to the very laſt, ſuch 
Submiſſion to the Will of Gop,: and ſo equal a 
n 5 . ; Temper 
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Temper under them, that it was viſible then 
what mighty Effects the Chriſtian Philoſophy 
had upon him in ſupporting him under ſo heavy 

a Load. | TD, 
Not long before his Death, he was told there 
was to be a Sacrament next Sunday at Church ; 
and though he was very ill and weak, he would 
be carried thither in a Chair, where he received 
the Holy Communion on his Knees, with great 
Devotion, as he apprehended it would be the 
laſt Time, and took it as his Viaticum or Pro- 
viſion for his Journey. He died on Chriſimas 
Day 1676, in the ſixty ſeventh Year of his Age. 
. His End was in Peace, he had no Strugglings, 


nor ſeemed to be in any Pangs in his laſt Mo- 


ments. A Funeral Sermon was preached at his 
Interment , from Ja. lvii. 1. The Righteous 
periſbeth, and no man layeth it to Heart; and mer- 
ciful Men are taken away, none conſidering that 
the Righteous are taken away from the Evil to 
. i | | 
He had a particular Veneration for Chriflmas 
Day, and after he had received the bleſſed Sa- 
crament, and joined in the Performance of 
. public Worſhip, he commonly wrote a Copy of 
Verſes in Honour of his Saviour, and as a fit 
Expreſſion of the Joy he felt in his Soul at the 
Return of that glorious Feſtival. There are 
ſeventeen of them already publiſhed, which ſhew 
that he had a poetical Genius, and might, if he 
had thought it worth his Time, have excelled in 
this, as well as in any other Parts of Learning ; 
but he wrote rather to entertain himſelf than to 


merit the Laurel, 
EEE This 
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This that follows is ſuppoſed to be the laſt 
he ever wrote, taken from a a Copy, © im- 
F and unfiniſhed," 


 Blefled Setter, who before the Birth 

Of Time, or ere the Pillars of the Earth 

Were fix'd or form'd, did'ſt lay the great Deſign 

Of Man's Redemption; order and define, 
In thine eternal Counſels all the Scene 
Of that ſtupendous, gracious Act; and when 
It ſhould appear; and tho' the very Day 

Of its Epiphany concealed lay 

Within thy Mind, yet thou wert pleas'd to how 

Some Glimpſes of it unto Men below, 

In Viſions, Types, and Prophefies, as we 

Things at a Diſtance in Perſpelive ſee: 

Thou haſt vouchſaf d to let thy Servant know 

That that bleſt Hour which ſeem'd to move fo flow | 
_ 'Thro' former Ages, ſhould at Jength attain 
Its Time ere my few Sands that yet remain 

Are ſpent; and that theſe aged Eyes 
Should ſee the Day, when Jacob's Star ſhould riſe, 
And now thou haſt fulfill'd it, Bleſſed Lok o, . 
Loet me depart according to thy Word, 
And let my feeble Body ſoon return 


To Reſt and Duſt, and drop into an Urn; 


For I have liv'd enough, mine Eyes have ſeen 
Thy promiſed Salvation, that hath been 
So long. ſo much defir'd, the Joy, the Hope 


Of all the ancient Patriarchs; the Scope 


Of all the Propheſies and Myſteries, 

Of all the Types unvail'd, the Hiſtories 

Of Jewiſh Church unfolded, and the bright” 
The Orient Sun ariſen to gire Light 


To 
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To Gentiles, and the Joy of Ia, | 
The World's Redeemer, bleſt Emanuel. | 
May this Sight cloſe my Eyes, tis Loſs to fee, 
Aſter this Viſion, any Sight but Thee. 


' He had a great Vivacity in his Fancy, as ap- 
pears from his Inelination to Poetry, and ſeveral 
| lively Illuſtrations in his other Writings; but he 
was always an Enemy to Wit and Eloquence in 


Pleading, as it was at beſt but a Waſte of Time 
and a Loſs of Words; and if a Jury were weak, 


It was an artful way to corrupt them, by bribing 


their Fancies and biaſſing their Judgments. He 


wondered much at the Affectation of the French 


Lawyers, in imitating the Roman Orators in their 


Pleadings. For the Oratory of the Romans was 


occaſioned by their popular Government, and 


Factions of the City: ſo that they who intended 


to excel in the Pleading of Cauſes, were trained 
up in the Schools of the Rhetors, till they be- 


came ready and expert in that luſcious Way of 
Diſcourſe. It is true the Compoſures of fuch a 
Man as TvLiLy, who mixed an extraordinary 


Quickneſs, an exact Judgment, and a juſt De- 
corum with his ſkill in Rhetorick, are ven 


_ - taining to the Reader. But at the ſame 


be acceptable to his Auditors, than that it was 
approved of by himſelf © 
There was another Cuſtom among the Romans, 
which Sir MATTHEW HALE as much admired, 


muſt be acknowledged, that there is not that 


Chaſtity of Style, that Cloſeneſs of Reaſoning, 
nor that Juſtneſs of Figures in his Orations, that 


is. in his other Writings ; ſo that a great deal 
was ſaid by him, rather becauſe he knew it would 


ime it 
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as he deſpiſed their Rhetoric ; namely, that the 
Furis-Conſulti were Men of the higheſt Quality, 
who were ſo bred up, as to be capable of the 
higheſt Employments in the State, and become 
the greateſt Maſters of their Law. They gave 
their Opinons in all Caſes that were-put to them 
freely, judging it below them to take any Preſent 
for it; and theſe were the only true Lawyers 
among them, whoſe Reſolutions were of that 
Authority, that they made one Claſſis of thoſe 
Materials out of which Trebonian compiled the 
Digeſts under Juſtinian; for the Orators, or 
Cauſidici, that pleaded Cauſes, knew little of 
the Law, and only employed their mercenary 
- Tongues to work on the Paſſions of the People, 
the Senate, or the Pretors. In moſt of Tully's 
Orations there is but little of Law, and what 
little they might ſprinkle in their Declamations, 
they had not from their own Knowledge, but 
from ſome of the Juris-Conſulti „ 
Servius Sulpitius, who was à celebrated Orator, 
being to receive the Reſolution of one of thoſe 
who were learned in the Law, was ſo ignorant 
tbat he could not underſtand it; upon which. 
the Juris-Conſultus reproached him, and ſaid, 
<<. It was a Shame for a Nobleman, a Senator, 
„ and a Pleader of Cauſes, to be thus ignorant of 
„% Law”. This touched him ſo ſenſibly, that 
he ſet about the Study of it, and became one of 
the moſt eminent of the Juris-Conſulti that ever 
were at Rome. 5 „ 
Sir Matthew Hale wrote a Book on the Origi- 
nation of Mankind, deſigned to expoſe the Hy- 
potheſes of the ſeveral Philoſophers conceming 3 
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the Eternity and Origin of the Univerſe, and to 
prefer the Account given by Moſes, before all 
their Conjectures. BBs 
[That, ſays he, which may illuſtrate my Meaning 
—in this Preference of the revealed Light of the 
| holyScriptures above the Eſſays of a Philoſophical 
Imagination, is as follows. Suppoſe Greece un- 
acquainted with the Curioſity of Mechanical 
Engines, though known in ſome remote Region 
of the World, and that an ingenious Artiſt had 
| ſecretly brought thither and depoſited in ſome 
Field or Foreſt an excellent Watch or Clock, 
which was ſo formed that the Motion of it might 
have laſted a Year or ſome ſuch Time; and that 
in the plain Table or Dial Plate, - there was not 
only a Deſcription or Indication of Hours, but 
the various Phaſes of the Moon ; the Motion and 
Place of the Sun in the Ecliptic, and diverſe 
other curious Indications of the Heavenly Bodies 
and their Motions. Suppoſe that the Scholars 
of Epicurus, Ariftatle, or Plato, had caſually in 
their Walks, found this admirable Automaton; 
vrhat Account would each of them have given of 
ſuch a Phenomenon? Thoſe of the Epicurean 
Sect would have told the By-Standers, It was 
„ an accidental Concretion of Atoms, that had 
_ © happily fallen together into this Poſture, and 
6 had made up the Index, and all the Move- 
«© ments of the Machine.” The Cartefan would 
have agreed with them in the main of their Sup- 
' poſition, but would have told them, They did 
not ſufficiently ſhew how the Engine was 
„ put in motion, and that there was a certain 
Materia ſubtilis, which pervaded the 2 
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= “ and that the moveable Parts, conſiſting of 
W > < certain Globular Atoms, were thereby put 
4 into Motion.” A third, finding Fault with 
the two former, declares, © That it ſeems to 
& him, as if this Engine, and the Motions of it, 
<« fo analogical to the Motions of the Heavenly 
„Bodies, was wrought by ſome wonderful 
„ Conjunction of them, which formed this In- 
« ſtrument, and its Motions correſpondent to 
« their own Exiſtence.” SE IF wn 
A fourth, diſliking the Suppoſitions of the 
three former, tells the reſt, That he has a 
more plain and evident Solution of this Phe- 
« nomenon, namely, The univerſal Soul of the 
“% World, or Spirit of Nature, that formed ſo 
many Sorts of Inſects with ſo many Organs 
« and Faculties, with ſuch various Motions, and 
“ Congruity of their whole Compoſition, had 
“ formed, and ſet into Motion this admirable 
Machine, regulated and ordered it, with all 
„ the Congruities we ſee in itt. 
Then ſteps in an Ariſtotelian, and being dif- 
fatished with all the former Solutions, ſays, 
„ Sirs, you are all miſtaken ; the Hypotheſes 
“ you have taken up, are all the Creatures of 
„your own Fancies and vain Imaginations.— 
6c The Caſe is, this Machine is eternal, and fo 
“ are all the Motions of it, and in as much as 
&« a circular Motion hath no beginning or end, 
ie the Motion that you ſee in the Wheels, and 
c Indication of Hours, correſpondent to the 
«© Motion of the Heavenly Bodies, is eternal and 
<« without beginning,” g Logon 
And whilſt the Maſters and Scholars of theſe 
ſeveral gets, were attempting to give a ä 
N | 6 0 
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of this Phenomenon, and had ſpent all their 
| Philoſophy upon it, the Artiſt who had made if, 
and heard their Reaſonings, comes up and ſays, 
“ Sirs, you have delivered your ſeveral Opinions 
« touching the Piece of Work now before you, 
„ but you are all miſerably miſtaken; for it 
< was I that made this Watch, and brought it 
6c hither: I wrought the Spring, the Fuſee, the 
„ Wheels, the Rennes; the Caſe, and the 
<< Dial-Table: I fitted them one to the other, 
e and placed theſe ſeveral Axes that are to 
«© direct the Motions; I formed the Index that 
„ ſhews the Hour of the Day; the Figures 
& that deſcribe the Place of the Sun, and the 
«© Phaſes and Changes of the Moon, I diſ- 
„ poſed and ordered this whole Machine, the 
« Manner, the Materials and every individual 
« Part of it, in ſuch a Space of Time, even in 
« fix Days.” : | | 
The plain, but Divine Narrative of the 
World's Original as delivered by Moſes, is full 
of Senſe, Congruity and Clearneſs ; a rational 
Account, which gives us a clear Diſcovery of 
this great Act of Omnipotence, ſhews the Tg- 
norance of the wiſeſt Men without Revelation, 
and that all their Theories were inexplicable 
_ Nonſenſe, and the Products of a darkened 
Imagination | . 
But to return to the Picture of Sir Matthew 
Hale, or a Deſcription of thoſe Virtues that 
appeared ſo conſpicuous in the ſeveral Tranſacti- 
ons of his Life; though it may ſeem needleſs to 
add more than what have been already mention- 
ed, yet there are ſome particular * 
1 1 8 | which. 


Which will add Grace and Luſtre to the admirable 


Piece. 11. ec! | 
le was a devout Chriſtian ; a true Proteſtant, 
and Son of the Church of England; yet very 
moderate towards Diſſenters; and very juſt even 


to thoſe from whom he differed moſt ; which 


appeared ſignally in the Care he took of pre- 
ſerving the Quakers from the Miſchief that was 
like to fall upon them, by declaring their 


Marriages void, and ſo making all their Children 


illegitimate. He governed himſelf by the Rule 
of doing to others, what he would have others 
do unto him; therefore as he himſelf would 
have thought it a Hardſhip, if he had been of 


their Perſuaſion, to have had his Marriage ſet 
-aſide, becauſe he could not conform to the 
Ceremonies of the Church of England; ſo he 


applied this to the Caſe of thoſe Sectaries, and 
thought that they ought not to be barred from 
the Privileges of Chriſtian Marriage, whatever 


Miſtakes they were under in Points of Reli- 


lle looked with great Sorrow on the Atheiſm 


and Impiety of the Age, and ſet himſelf to op- 
poſe it, not only by the ſhining Example of his 
own Life, but by engaging in the Cauſe of 


Religion. He was a ſtrict Obſerver of the 
Lorp's Day, on which, beſides his Conſtanc 
in the public Worſhip of Gop, he uſed to call 
bis Family in; pang and repeat to them the 
Heads of the 

his own, which he ſuited to their Capacities, 
Then he uſed to retire for two or three Hours 
which he ſpent in private Devotion, or on 


ermon, with ſome Additions of 


fuch 


2 CuRTsTIAN IND EZED. 119 


ſuch Meditations as we find in his Book, en- 
titled, Contemplations Moral and Divine: He 
wrote them with the ſame Simplicity as he formed 
them in his Mind, without any Art, or ſo much 
as a Thought of their being publiſhed. 
He uſed conſtantly to worſhip Gop in his 
Family, performing that Duty always himſelf, 
if there was no Clergyman in his Houſe. But 
as to his private Exerciſes in his Cloſet, he took 
that Care to keep them ſecret, that nothing can 
be ſaid on this Part of his Character; only it 
muſt be acknowledged that his Humility in 
covering his Piety, commends him much more 
than the higheſt Expreflions of Devotion could 
have done. He uſed great Caution to conceal 
thoſe Acts of Religion, which our Saviour has 
taught us ' ſhould be done in ſecret, ſuch as 
Private Prayer, Faſting and doing Alms; not 
only in Obedience to the Precept of the Goſpel, 
but from a particular Diſtruſt of himſelf, for 
Fear he ſhould ever do any Thing, which (if he 
'was looked upon as a very religious Man) might / 
caſt a Reproach upon his — Profeſſion, and 
give Occaſion to the Enemies of it to blaſpheme. / 
But a Tree is known by its Fruit, and he not 
only lived free from all Blemiſh and Scandal, but 
ſhined in every Part of his Converſation. And 
perhaps the Diſtruſt he had of himſelf, not a 
Jittle contributed to the Purity of his Life; being 
| fearful of, and watchful over himſelf, and more 
dependent on the Aids of God's holy Spirit, no 
wonder that ſuch an humble Temper produced 
theſe admirable Effects in him. 
' _ He had a Soul enlarged and raiſed above tbat 
mean Appetite of loving Money, which is the * 
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of all Evil. He did not take the Profits he might | 
Have had by his Practice; for in common Caſes, 
he ufually returned half the Fee, to thoſe who 
came for his Advice. He laid aſide the tenth 
Penny of all he got, for the Poor; and took 
great Care to be informed well of proper Objects 
for his Charities, Money was on ſeveral Emer- 
gencies ſent by him to the Jails for the Relief 
and Diſcharge of the Priſoners, who did not 
know their Benefactor. He uſually invited his 
poor Neighbours to dine with him, and made 
them fit down at his Table: and if any of them 
were ſick that they could not come, he would 
ſend them Meat warm from the Table; and he 
Not only relieved them of his own Pariſh, but 
ſent Supplies to the neighbouring Pariſhes as 
there was Occaſion. He conſidered the Poor 
were of the ſame Nature with himſelf, and were 
reduced to no other Neceſſities, but what he 
himſelf might be brought to. If he met with 
common Beggars in his Walks in the Country; 
he would aſk them, why they went about ſo 
idle, and if they pleaded Want of Work, he 
would employ them to pick Stones, and to aſſiſt 
in mending the High-ways. When he was in 
Town he often gave to the Street Beggars, and 
being told that moſt of them were Cheats; he 
ſaid, he believed ſo; but ſome of them were 
« doubtleſs Objects of Charity, and he hy 
< rather give Alms to twenty who might be 
„ Rogues, than that one real Obj ect dhould 
« periſh for Want of that little Relief he be- 
C ſtowed upon him.” Y 
He was naturally a quick Man, but took 5 


| Pains, * conquered himſelf to ſuch a * 5 
| at 
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that he would never run haſtily into a Concluſion 
concerning any Matter of Importance. Fęflina 
 Centa was his beloved. Motta, which he ordered 
to be engrayed on the Head of his Staff, and 
was often heard to ſay, That he had obſerved. 
«© many wiſe Men run into great Errors, be- 
* cauſe they did not give themſelves Time to 
&« think: whereas calm and. flow Men, who 
_ © paſs for dull, in common, Eftimation, could 
« ſearch after Truth, and find, it out, as with 
more Deliberation, ſo with, greater Cer- 
He took a great deal of Pains to rule and 
ſubdue his own Spirit: He was, as he ſaid him- 
ſelf, naturally paſſionate, which appeared by no 
 _ Other-- Evidence than that his Colour would 
ſometimes riſe a little; but thoſe who lived long 
about him, never ſaw him diſordered with 
Anger, though he met with ſome Trials that 
the Nature of Man is little able to bear. One 
who had done him a, great Injury, came to him. 
afterwards for Adyice about ſettling his Eſtate; 
he frankly gave his Opinion, but would take no 
Fee of him. And when he was, aſked how he. 
could uſe.a, Man ſo kindly, that had wronged 
him ſo much; his Anſwer was, He thanked ' 
* Go, he had learned to forget Injuries,” * 
He loyed Building, chiefly becauſe it employ- 
ed many poor People; and one Thing was 
obſeryable in all his Buildings, that the Changes 
he made were, always from Magnet to Uſeful, 
ayviding, every Thing that looked like Pomp or 
1 ED: a gentle. Landlord to all his Tenants, 


and ever ready upon - reaſonable Complaints 
3 = 


— renee oe ern en 6 
_ —— Res RD. Pope er — 


well as Righteous. 


and when he m 
every one of them. | 


2: To Porxriair f © 
to make Abatements; for he was Merciful as ' 


He was an excellent Mafter to all his Ser- 
vants, never turned any away, unleſs they. were 


: 


„ 


ſoo faulty, that there was no Hope of reclaiming 
them. If any of them had been long out, or 


neglected their Duty, he would not ſee them at 


their firſt coming Home, and ſometimes not till 
the next Day, leſt while his Diſpleaſure was 
quick, he ſhould have. chid them indecently; 


and when he did reprove them, he did it with 


| ſuch Sweetneſs and Gravity, that it appeared, 


he was more concerned for their having done 
a Fault, than for the Offence given to him 
ſelf. Yet he kept none that were immoral 'or 
unruly; and uſed to ſay, that he whoſe Place 


it was to puniſh Diſorders in others, ul + 
1. 


no Means ſuffer them in his own Houſe. He 
advanced his Servants according to the Time 
they had been in his Service; would never give 


| Occaſion to Envy among them, by raiſing the 
younger ones above thoſe who had been longer 
with him. He treated them all with great 


Tenderneſs, rather as a Friend than a Maſter; 
often gave them Fo Advice and Inſtruction, 
ade his Will, left Legacies to 


Like Solomon's righteous Man, be regarded f 


even the Life of his Beaſt; for when his Horſes 


grew old, he would not ſuffer them to be ſold, 4 
or much wrought, but ordered his Men to turn 
them looſe on his Grounds, or put them to 


very eaſy Work: He uſed old Dogs with the 


Was 
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was become blind with Age, intended to have 
killed or loſt him; but the Maſter hearing of it, 
made one of his Servants bring him Home, 
and feed him till he died. He was ſcarce ever 
ſeen more angry than with one of his Servants, 
for neglecting a Bird, ſo that it died for Want 
of Meat. 7 | „ 

He was a great Encourager of all young Per- 


ſions, that he ſaw followed their Books dili- 


gently: He uſed to give them Directions con- 
cerning the Method of their Study, with great 
Humanity and Kindneſs, and in a ſmiling plea- 

fant Way, would admoniſh them if he ſaw 
any Thing amiſs in their Conduct; particularly, 
if they were too expenſive in their Cloaths, or 
| vain and fantaſtick in their Dreſs; he would 
tell them, „It did not become their Pro- 
« feffion.” . 5 Phy 3 
He was very free and communicative in his 
Diſcourſe, and loved for an Hour or two at 
Night, to be viſited b his Friends; and though 
he never ſtudied the Modes of Givility or great 
Complaiſance, yet he never was rude or harſh 


towards any, unleſs impertinently addreſſed to 


in Matters of Juſtice; then he would raiſe his 
Voice to ſhake off thoſe Importunities. wy 
He was always of an equal Temper, rather 
chearful than merry. Many wondered to ſee 
the Evenneſs and Calmneſs of his Deportment 
in a very affecting Paſſage of his Life. Having 
loſt one of his Sons, the Manner of whoſe 
Death had ſome grievous Circumſtances in it; 
2 Friend coming to ſee and condole with him, 
he anſwered, ** Theſe were the Effects of living 

3 G2 - % Jong; 
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* Jong} ſach-muſt expect to ſee mary. fd, un- 


« acceptable Things. And having ſaid this, 
be went to other Diſcourſe with his ordinary 
Freedom. For though he had a Temper ſa 
tender, that ſad Occurrences were apt to make 
deep Impreſſions upon him; yet the Regard he 


had to the Wiſdom and Will of Gop, main- 


tained to Admiration the Franquillity of his 
Mind. He gave no Occaſion, by Idleneſs, to 
Melancholy to corrupt his Spirit, dut always 
endeavoured to divert his Thoughts, and keep 


| Heart from being oppreſſed with Exceſs of 


No Accidents, how ſudden ſoever, were .6b- 
ſerved'to 'diſcompofe him; of which te gave a 
remarkable Proof in the Year 1666. [Some 
Enthuftifts, or ill-deſigning People, had propa- 
gated a Notion throughout the Kingdom, that 


tbe World would be at an End that Year, 
Judge Hale then went the Weſtern Circuit; 


and while he was on the Bench at the Aſſizes, | 


a moſt violent Storm broke out unexpectedly, 


accompanied with terrible Flaſhes of Lightning, 
and 'Claps'of Thunder; upon which a Whiſper | 


or Rumour run through the Croud, & that now 


© the World was at an End, and *. . "hd 
% Judgment was come.” A general Conſter- 


nation enſued in the Whole Aﬀembly—all forgot 
the Buſinefs they were about, and ſome betook 


themſelves to Prayer. But the Judge was not 
at all affected, and would have gone on with 


the Buſineſs of the Court in his ordinary Man- 


ner; from whence an ordinary by- ſtander made 


i 


this Remark; That his Thoughts were ſo 


« well 


* 
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_ Ewell fixed, that he believed if che World hat 
&. actually been at an End; it would have given, 
% him no tonſiderable Diſturban ce. 

his verified what David had ſaid concerning. 
the Good Man. He ſhall not be afraid f * \ 
evil Tidings, for his Heart is fixed, truſting in the \ 
Lord. God is our Hope and Strength, a very 
preſent Help in Trouble; therefore will we not fear 
though the Earth be moved, and though the Hills 
be carried into the midſt of the Sea; though the 
Waters thereof rage and fell, and though the 
Mountains ſhake at the Tempeſt of the ſame. 


| Si fractus illabatur Orbis 
Imnavidum farſent Nuinx. 


Hog Ar. 


Should the whole Frame of Nature round him 
In Ruin and Confuſion hurl'd, . ; 
He unconcern'd would hear the mighty Crack, 
And ſtand ſecure amidſt a falling World. 4 
„ oh 15 Axon. 


Search the Armals of former Ages, look 

amongſt the W;orthies of later Times, and ſee 
if you can find any Superior, or Equal to Sir 
Matthew Hale, in Pultity, Meekneſs and Tem- 
perance; Integrity and ſtrict Juſtice ; Equani- 
mity and Fortitude; Liberality to the Poor, and 
univerſal Benevolence towards his Fellow-Crea- 
tures, Let Hiſtory, if Hiſtory can, produce a 
Life ſo ſpotleſs and exemplary ; ſo beneficial to 
Mankind; ſuch an Ornament to his Comms 


ad Family; ſo full of Mercy and good Works. 
And that which made the Great; the Good; 
he Perfect, upright Man was, a ſtedfaſt Ad- 
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<« true Religion; or his being a Sincere Chriſ- 


8 - » 
i 


c herence to the Precepts and Principles of the | 


* Lately Publiſhed, 
By the ſame AUTHOR, Price 15 bound; 


AA N Introduction to the Knowledge of the 
: A Chriſtian Religion. In Two Parts. I. An 
xplanation of the moſt Material Words and 
Things in the Church Catechiſm. II. An Ex- 
planation of the Two Covenants; the Great 
Feaſts and Faſts of our Church; and ſome Re- 
ligious Terms; deſigned to prepare People for 
underſtanding Sermons, the Holy Scriptures, 
and other Good Books. To which are added, 
Short Forms of Prayer, &c. for ſeveral Oc- 
caſions. The Fourth Edition. 


Sold bg. RIvIxG rox, at the Bible and Crown, 
1935 o. 62, in St Paul's Churchyard. 
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